LEG SLATI VE RESOLUTI ON honoring Junot Diaz upon the occasion of w nning
the Sunday Ti nes EFG Private Bank Short Story Award 2013

WHEREAS, It is the sense of this Legislative Body to pay tribute to
those Anerican artists who have achi eved worl dwi de recognition, for, in
so doing, we also give thanks for our freedomwhich allows us to create
and express ourselves artistically; and

WHEREAS, It is also the tradition of this Legislative Body to pay
tribute to those individuals of historic and literary significance whose
creative talents have contributed to the cultural enrichment of our
conmuni ties and our Nation; and

WHEREAS, Attendant to such concerns, and in full accord with its |ong-
standing traditions, this Legislative Body 1is justly proud to honor
Junot Di az upon the occasion of winning the Sunday Times EFG Private
Bank Short Story Award 2013; and

WHEREAS, Junot Diaz is the author of the critically accl ai med DROMW,
THE BRI EF WONDROUS LI FE OF OSCAR WAO, which won the 2008 Pulitzer Prize
and the National Book Critics Grcle Award; and THIS I S HOW YOU LOSE
HER, a NEW YORK TI MES bestsel |l er and National Book Award finalist; and

VWHEREAS, Junot Di az' numerous awards and accol ades i nclude a MacArt hur
"Geni us" Fell owshi p, the PEN Mal amud Award, the Dayton Literary Peace
Prize, (Guggenheim Fellowship, the PEN O Henry Award, and Rone Prize
fromthe Anmerican Acadeny of Arts and Letters; he was also selected as
one of the 39 nost inportant Latin American witers under the age of 39
by the Bogota Book Capital of the Wrld and the Hay Festival; and

WHEREAS, Junot Diaz is regarded as one of the best short story witers
of his generation; his short fiction has appeared in THE NEW YORKER
which listed him as one of the 20 top witers for the 21st century,
STORY, THE PARI' S REVIEW and i n several anthol ogi es; and

WHEREAS, Junot Diaz won the prestigious British |iterary contest wth
"Mss Lora", a short story fromhis collection, THS I S HOW YOU LCSE
HER, in addition to the honor, the Tines EFG Private Bank Short Story
Award carries with it the world' s richest short story cash prize; and

WHEREAS, Well known for his ability to seam essly integrate Spanish
into English text, Junot Diaz wote "M ss Lora" in Spanglish; the judges
panel noted that the story stood out "with its precise, unflinching
prose, and with its brilliant evocation of an immgrant world struggling
with nodernity"; and

WHEREAS, Born in the Domnican Republic and raised in New Jersey,
Junot Diaz is a graduate of Rutgers College; he is currently the fiction
editor at BOSTON REVIEW and the Rudge and Nancy Allen Professor of
Witing at the Massachusetts Institute of Technol ogy; and

WHEREAS, It is nost fitting that we take tine to honor our literary
gi ants, recognizing their transcendent ability to reflect the nultiple
and nmanifold hopes, dreans and experiences that conprise the Anerican
character and their invaluable contributions to the uplift and inspira-
tion of generations and communities across this great State and Nati on;
now, therefore, be it

RESCLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
honor Junot Diaz upon the occasion of w nning the Sunday Times EFG
Private Bank Short Story Award 2013; and be it further

RESCLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be tran-
smtted to Junot Diaz.



