LEG SLATI VE RESOLUTI ON honoring Ji my Law ence for volunteering his tine
serving as a personal ski coach at W ndham Munt ai n

WHEREAS, It is incunbent upon the people of the State of New York to
recogni ze and acknow edge those within our mdst who have nmade signif-
icant contributions to the quality of life therein; and

WHEREAS, Attendant to such concern, and in full accord with its |ong-
standing traditions, this Legislative Body is justly proud to honor
Jimry Lawrence for volunteering his tine serving as a personal ski coach
at W ndham Munt ai n; and

WHEREAS, Jimmy Lawence, a 2003 graduate of W ndham Ashl and- Jewett
H gh School, never imagined that he would currently be in Park GCity,
Uah, working as an Jdynpic trainer; his Qynpic journey began in
earnest working as a personal coach at W ndham Munt ai n; and

WHEREAS, After graduating from high school, Jimry Lawence's anbitions
noved hi m around six different colleges, until he returned to Wndhamin

2010; his parents still live in the area and are owners of W ndham Har d-
war e; and

WHEREAS, It was at W ndham Mountain when Jimmy Law ence was i ntroduced
to Brooklyn native Jam e Sarubbi, a conpetitive ski racer; when he

trained her, she would tal k about her sister, Caitlin; and

WHEREAS, Jimmy Lawrence found out that Caitlin was a Pre-Med student
at Harvard University; Jamie then told him that Caitlin also suffers
from Abl epharon Macrostonmia Syndrone, a rare disorder that |eaves her
legally blind; and

WHEREAS, Being amazed, Jimmy Lawence found out that GCaitlin is a
conpetitive skier, where she won a variety of world chanpi onshi ps while
in high school, but had taken a break from skiing since attending
college; Caitlin and her famly were attracted to Wndham thanks to the
Adaptive Sports Foundation, which nurtures athletes who suffer from a
variety of disabilities; and

WHEREAS, Qut of only four visually inpaired wonen in the entire United
States who conpete at a high level, two of themtrain at Wndham in the
fall of 2012, Caitlin faced a decisive point where she could either
continue on with her Harvard studies, or take a year-long |eave of
absence and train for a chance at the upcom ng Sochi, Russia Paralym
pi cs; and

WHEREAS, Caitlin did not want to forgo a possibility of being a part
of the United States AQynpic team the only thing she needed to partic-
i pate was a gui de; and

WHEREAS, Being that it is very difficult for a visually inpaired sk
racer to find a guide, Caitlin's nother asked Jimry Lawence if he knew
anyone; he then volunteered hinself, dropped out of the Master's program
at Long Island University, and wthin a week was on a plane to
Col orado' s Copper Mountain to begin training;, and

WHEREAS, Working wth Caitlin, Jinmy Lawence serves a few vital
roles, including skiing the slopes with her and communicating wth her
t hrough a headset for directions; their Oynpic quest went from Col orado
to W ndham and now Ut ah, where they train daily; and

WHEREAS, Jimmy Lawence has high expectations for Caitlin when the
Sochi Paral ynpics take place in March of 2014, but the final United
States team wll not be decided until February of 2014; thus far, his
experience has been one of a lifetime; and

WHEREAS, A true asset to society, Jimy Lawence's distinguished
record nerits the recognition and respectful tribute of this Legislative
Body; now, therefore, be it

RESCLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
honor Ji my Law ence for volunteering his tine serving as a personal sk



coach at W ndham Mountain; and be it further
RESCLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be tran-
smtted to Ji my Law ence.



