LEG SLATI VE RESCOLUTI ON honoring Elonbe Brath upon the occasion of his
designation for special recognition after a lifetime of loyalty and
di stingui shed service as a community, national and international civil
and human rights | eader

WHEREAS, A great conmunity is only as great as those persons and organ-
izations that provide exenplary service, whether through participation
in voluntary progranms, through unique personal achievenent in their
profession or other endeavors, or sinply through a lifetinme of good
citizenship; Elonbe Brath is one such individual; and

WHEREAS, This Legislative Body is justly proud to honor Elonbe Brath
upon the occasion of his designation for special recognition after a
lifetime of loyalty and distinguished service as a renowned activist,
locally, nationally and internationally; and

WHEREAS, Born in Brooklyn, New York, on Septenber 30, 1936, to parents
who had imrmigrated to the United States from Barbados, the Cari bbean
I sl and geographically closest to the African continent, his early train-
ing of a political character was hearing his nother speak of her first
cousin, Cennel Wckhamwho was the editor of the renowned HERALD news-
paper; and

WHEREAS, | n his autobiography, READY FOR REVOLUTION, the acclained
revolutionary Stokely Carm chael (Kwanme Ture) referred to El onbe Brath
as the "dean of Harlem nationalists”; while such a tribute fromTure is
adm rable, Brath's Black Nationalism his Pan-African thought, as many
will attest, extends well beyond Harlemw th a special resonance anong
freedom fighters around the gl obe; and

WHEREAS, Brath's political commtnent evolved in 1956 simultaneously
with the struggle to elimnate "Negro" as the nomenclature of African
Anerican people; fromthis nonent of Black consciousness it was an easy
and | ogical step for himto create the "Black is Beautiful" canpaign
(1961) following the <creation of AJASS (African Jazz-Arts Society and
Studios) with his brother, Kwane and a cadre of other |ocal advocates in
1956; and

WHEREAS, Renovi ng "Negro" fromthe | exicon, insisting on the beauty of
Bl ackness, and refusing to accept the Eurocentric worl dview, El onbe and
his associates were in the vanguard of change as they |aunched the G an-
dassa Mbdel s and "Naturally Shows"; and

VWHEREAS, Al of these activities were the foundation for his total
i nvol venent in African affairs, including his association wth FOPANO
(Federation of Pan-African Nationalist O ganizations), which eventually
set the stage for African Liberation Day and the developnent of the
African Liberation Support Committee (ALSC) which played such a critica
role in educating and organi zing thousands in the fight against inperi-
alism colonialism and neo-colonialismon the African continent; and

WHEREAS, One of the pivotal nonents in Elonbe's constantly evolving
political philosophy, an outlook grounded in the ideas and actions
pronoted by Marcus Garvey and Carl os Cooks, was the formation of the
Patrice Lumunmba Coalition (PLC) in 1975; and

WHEREAS, The PLC cane at a nost propitious tine when there was nuch
conf usi on about which |iberation novenent to support in the war agai nst
colonial domnation in Africa; it was a matter of separating the truly
progressive organi zations fromthe reactionary ones, and El onbe and
menbers of the PLC were indispensable in providing the correct guidance
and understandi ng of the often fractious and contentious forces vying
for control; and

WHEREAS, For nore than a generation El onbe, as the chairnman of PLC
hel ped to coordi nate hundreds of forunms with the purpose of educating

the masses, not only about the struggle in Africa but al so about the



condi ti ons oppressed people faced all over the world; and

WHEREAS, Despite his total immersion on the international front as
wel | as countl ess battles against raci smat hone, El onbe was enpl oyed at
WABC- TV where as a graphic artist, skills he had acquired in high schoo
and at the School of Visual Arts, he was a vital consultant, particul ar-
ly on African affairs, to G| Noble, the esteenmed host of "Like It 1s"
El ombe was instrunental in facilitating the presence of nmany of the
African | eaders on the show, and

VWHEREAS, None of these activities, however, detracted El onbe from
taking care of his famly, and along with his wife, Nonsa, they raised
six very successful young nmen, and a daughter; and

WHEREAS, Many of Elonbe's followers and conrades admt mssing their
| eader who was al ways burdened down with the books, nmgazi nes and news-
papers, always ready to dispense with the latest information on socia
and political natters, both at hone and abroad, and al ways ready to
stand his ground; and

WHEREAS, Though stilled by a nassive stroke, Elonbe's I|egacy, his
inspiration remains as significant today as it did when his voice was a
clarion call advising individuals along the right path to total |Iiber-
ation and i ndependence; and

WHEREAS, Rare indeed is the inpressive dedication shown by an individ-
ual for the benefit of others which El onbe Brath has displ ayed t hrough-
out his life; and

WHEREAS, Those who enhance the well-being and vitality of their comru-
nity and have showmmn a Ilong and sustained commtnment to excellence
certainly have earned the recognition and applause of all the citizens
of the community, the State, the Nation, and the world; now, therefore,
be it

RESCLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
honor El onbe Brath upon the occasion of his designation for specia
recognition after a lifetime of loyalty and distinguished service as a
community, national and international civil and human rights |eader; and
be it further

RESCLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be tran-
smtted to El onbe Brath.



