LEG SLATIVE RESCLUTION rmourning the death of Dr. Janes R Dunpson, a
pi oneer in social work, social health and social justice

WHEREAS, It is the customof this Legislative Body to pay tribute to
citizens of the State of New York whose |ifework and civic endeavor
served to enhance the quality of life in their communities and the great
State of New York; and

WHEREAS, Dr. Janes Dunpson of New York City died on Mnday, Novenber
5, 2012, at the age of 103; and

WHEREAS, Janmes Dunpson was born on April 5, 1909, in Phil adel phia,
Pennsyl vani a; he was the first of five children born to James and Edyth
Dunpson; he was raised in Philadel phia where he attended The Quaker
School, Cctavius Catto and West Phil adel phia H gh School for Boys; and

WHEREAS, |n 1932, Janes Dunpson graduated from Cheyney Nornmal Schoo
(College) before going on to Tenple University and earning graduate
degrees from ot her universities around the world; he was considered one
of the oldest |iving graduates of Cheyney University; and

WHEREAS, Dr. Janes Dunpson's career in the health and human services
as a public servant, educator, admnistrator, social activist, advocate,
humani tari an and schol ar spanned for nore than half a century; his
i nfluence on public policy devel opnent for the health and hunman services
has been felt across nmany policy domains at the international, nationa
and | ocal level; and

WHEREAS, Dr. Janes Dunpson began his career as a caseworker for the
Phi | adel phia Departnent of Public Wl fare; he noved to New York in the
| ate 1930s where he served the City for nore than 60 years; and

WHEREAS, bt ai ni ng a nunber of history-naking achi evenents throughout
his Ilengthy career, Dr. James Dunpson served as the United Nations
advi sor/chief of training in social welfare to the governnment of Pakis-
tan from 1953-1954; in 1959, he was named Conmi ssioner of Welfare for
the City of New York, beconing the only African American welfare commi s-
sioner in the United States; and

WHEREAS, |In 1963, President John F. Kennedy appointed Dr. James Dunp-
son to the Comm ssion on Narcotics and Drug Abuse; in 1976, he was naned
Dean of Fordham University's School of Social Wrk, becom ng the first
bl ack dean of a nonbl ack school of social work; Fordham University |ater
naned an endowed academ c chair in his honor; and

WHEREAS, An advocate and defender of the poor, Dr. Janmes Dunpson was
the recipient of nunerous awards, including: the New York Gty Bl ack
Agency Executives Lifetinme Achievenent Award; the New York City Chapter
Nati onal Association of Social Wrkers Lifetinme Achi evenment Award and
the State O New York Legislative Resolution "Spirit of Life" Award; in
2009, the New York City Departnment of Human Service dedi cated and naned
its conference hall, the "Dr. James R Dunpson Conference Hall"; and

WHEREAS, Dr. Janes Dunpson distingui shed hinself in his profession and
by his sincere dedication and substantial contribution to the welfare of
his community; and

WHEREAS, Dr. Janes Dunpson's commtnent to excellence, and his spirit
of humanity, carried over into all fields of enterprise, including char-
itable and civic endeavors; and

WHEREAS, Dr. James Dunpson is survived by his wife, Goldie, daughter,
Jeree, brother, Reverend Rol and Dunpson, and his sister, Doris D. Gun-

dy; and

WHEREAS, Arned with a humanistic spirit and inbued with a sense of
conpassion, Dr. Janmes Dunpson |eaves behind a |legacy which will 1ong
endure the passage of lime and will renmain as a conforting nmenory to al

he served and befriended; now therefore, be it

RESCLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to



nmourn the death of Dr. James R Dunpson, a pioneer in social work,
social health and social justice; and be it further

RESCLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be tran-
smtted to the famly of Dr. James Dunpson.



