LEG SLATI VE RESOLUTI ON honori ng Dabney N. Montgonery upon the occasion
of his designation for special recognition after alifetime of Iloyalty
and di stingui shed service as a renown Tuskegee Airman

WHEREAS, From tinme to tine this Legislative Body takes note of certain
extraordi nary individuals of remarkabl e courage and strength of charac-
ter who risked their own |lives for others, and stood with fortitude for
freedom and humanity; and

WHEREAS, Attendant to such concern, and in full accord with its |[|ong-
standing traditions, this Legislative Body is justly proud to honor
Dabney N. Mont gomery upon the occasion of his designation for specia
recognition after a lifetine of loyalty and distinguished service as a
renown Tuskegee Airman, to be cel ebrated on Saturday, May 4, 2013; and

WHEREAS, On April 18, 2013, Dabney N. Montgonery turned 90 years ol d;
and

WHEREAS, Born in Selma, Al abanma on April 18, 1923, to Dred and Lula
Ander son Mont gonery, Dabney Montgonery was drafted into the Arnmy Air
Corps (now the United States Air Force), during Wrld War |11 and served
in the 1051st Quartermaster Conpany of the 96th Air Service G oup,
attached to the 332nd Air Fighter Group, as a ground crewman with the
Tuskegee Airnen in Southern Italy, from 1943 to 1945; and

WHEREAS, A man of many achi evenents, Dabney Montgonery was awarded a
Good Conduct Medal; the WN'I Victory Medal; the European African M ddle
Eastern Service Medal with two Bronze Stars; a Service Award; the Honor-
abl e Service Medal; a Basic Driver and Mechanic Medal ; and the New York
State Senate Veterans Hall of Fane Award; and

WHEREAS, To continue his education, in 1946 Dabney Montgonery enroll ed
into Livingstone College, located in Salisbury, North Carolina, and
received a B. A degree in Religious Education in May of 1949; he is a
Charter Menber of the Sphinx Cub and was one of the first to be admt-
ted into the Ganma Mu Chapter of the Al pha Phi Al pha Fraternity; and

WHEREAS, M. Montgonery was an activist in the course of the GCvil
Rights Movenent and marched wth the late Reverend Dr. Martin Luther
King, Jr. throughout the 50-plus mles March fromSelma to Montgonery,
Al abama, from March 21-25, 1965; he also served as one of Dr. King's
bodyguar ds; and

WHEREAS, On April 11, 2006, former President George W Bush signed a
bill into law to award all Docunented Oigi nal Tuskegee Airmen the
United States Congressional Gold Medal of Honor; it was awarded on
Thursday, March 29, 2007, under the Capitol Dome in Washington, D.C
and

WHEREAS, | n Decenber of 2006, Dabney Mntgonery was selected by the
Li vingstone College National Al umi Association to receive the Presti -
gi ous Qutstanding Alumi Award; it was presented on February 2, 2007, by
the National Alumi Council of the United Negro College Fund in Nash-
ville, Tennessee; on February 4, 2010, he was inducted into the United
Negro Col | ege Fund "Share Your Love" and Service in Celebration of
Li vingstone College Leaders Hall of Fane; these distinguished awards
recogni ze alumi who have nmade significant contributions to their alma
mat er, conmunity, and the UNCF;, and

WHEREAS, Dabney Montgonery is involved in the Harl em comunity and is
a menber of Manhattan Community Board No. 10, where he serves on two
sub-conm ttees: Parks and Recreation, and the Executive Commttee; as a
menber of the Parks and Recreation Conmttee, he wote a letter to the
Parks Departnent of the City of New York, as a proposal to recognize
Central Park West (at 85th and 86th Streets) as the historical site of

African Anerican settlers in the early 1820s, which was then Seneca
Village; Mdther Zion was, for a short tinme, |ocated there; and



WHEREAS, The settlers were evicted in 1857 under the Cty's "em nent
domai n" project; a permanent sign now stands marking the site; and

WHEREAS, Dabney Montgonery is currently the chaplain of the West 136th
Street 200th Bl ock Association; and

WHEREAS, M. Montgonery has received nunerous awards for his conmunity
i nvol venent, including: the Social Action Award for his <civil rights
activism an "American Hero" declaration; a Trail blazer Award fromthe
I nternational Brotherhood of Teansters; a Tuskegee Airmen Legacy Award
for heroic and dedicated service; and a Gtation for Extraordinary
Service to Qur Nation and Sacrifices in the Cvil R ghts Mvenent; and

WHEREAS, Dabney Montgonery is truly a person who |loves his famly and
country; his pride, faith, and distinguished service make himneritori-
ously worthy of this designation; and

WHEREAS, It is the sense of this Legislative Body that when individ-
ual s of such nobl e ainms and acconplishnents are brought to our attention
it is appropriate to publicly proclaimand comrend those individuals for
the edification and enul ation of others; now, therefore, be it

RESCLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
honor Dabney N. Montgonery upon the occasion of his designation for
special recognition after a Ilifetinme of Iloyalty and distinguished
service as a renown Tuskegee Airnman; and be it futher

RESCLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be tran-
smtted to Dabney N. Montgonery.



