LEG SLATI VE RESCLUTI ON designating New York State as a Purple Heart
State

VWHEREAS, Menbers of the Arned Services fromthe State of New York, who
have served so valiantly and honorably in our nation's wars, as well as
in the preservation of peace in peacetine, deserve a special salute from
this Legislative Body; and

WHEREAS, This Legislative Body is justly proud to designate New York
State as a Purple Heart State; and

WHEREAS, The Purple Heart Medal is the oldest nmilitary decoration in
the world in present use, and is awarded in the nane of the President of
the United States to nenbers of the United States military who have been
wounded or killed in action; and

WHEREAS, On August 7, 1782, during the Anerican Revolution, Genera
George Washington issued an order establishing the Badge of Mlitary
Merit to honor nerit, particularly anong the enlisted soldiers; consist-
ing of a heart nmade of purple cloth, the Badge of Mlitary Merit was
di stinctive because it was open only to enlisted nen; and

WHEREAS, Although not continued after the American Revolution, the
Badge of Mlitary Merit was later renamed the Purple Heart and rein-
stated by the United States War Departnment, now the Departnent of
Def ense, on February 22, 1932, the 200th anniversary of Geor ge
Washi ngton's birth; and

WHEREAS, The Purple Heart has been awarded to nearly two mllion Amer-
i cans who have been wounded in battle or killed in action; and

WHEREAS, As Anericans, it is our responsibility to ensure that our
history is docunented and reverence is given to our war heroes who
served this great Nation; and

WHEREAS, The freedons and security we cherish as Anericans cone at a
very high price for those serving inthe mlitary; it 1is fitting and
proper that we, who are the beneficiaries of the courage of those who
risk their lives, leaving their famlies behind, express our appreci-
ation and eternal gratitude for their sacrifices and courageous acts;
now, therefore, be it

RESCLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
desi gnate New York State as a Purple Heart State; and be it further

RESCLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be tran-
smtted to the Mlitary Oder of the Purple Heart, Departnent of New
Yor k.



