LEG SLATI VE RESOLUTI ON commendi ng | ndependence Resi dences, Inc. upon the
occasion of hosting its 25th Anniversary Spring Gal a

WHEREAS, It is incunbent upon the people of the State of New York to
recogni ze and acknow edge those within our mdst who have nmade signif-
icant contributions to the quality of life therein; and

WHEREAS, Attendant to such concern, and in full accord with its |ong-
standing traditions, this Legislative Body is justly proud to conmend
| ndependence Residences, Inc. upon the occasion of hosting its 25th
Anni versary Spring Gala on Thursday, May 2, 2013, at den Island Harbour
Club in New Rochelle, New York; and

WHEREAS, For nore than 25 years, |ndependence Residences, 1Inc. (IRl)
has been making a difference to people with devel opnental disabilities,
visual or other inpairnents and their famlies; and

WHEREAS, Twenty-five years ago, no existing agency supporting people
with disabilities came forward to support people with intellectual disa-
bilities who also had visual inpairnments; IRl was created to fill that
voi d; and

WHEREAS, Today, after 25 years, IRl neets these needs as well as those
of people with devel opnental disabilities who have other challenges
i ncludi ng auti sm nood disorders as well as those with nultiple disabil-
ities; and

WHEREAS, Fromits early beginnings, IRl was designhed to create oppor-
tunities where none existed, including opportunities for adults that are
di sabled in order to live nore rewarding lives as integrated nmenbers of
society; these opportunities are created in hones designed for their
special needs with an extensive circle of support to give themaccess to
wor k, volunteer, opportunities to learn, grow and dream wthin their
conmuni ti es; and

WHEREAS, IR now offers an array of supports to over 1,500 children
and adults with devel opnental disabilities and their famlies throughout
Queens, Brooklyn, Manhattan, the Bronx and Long Island; it continues the
determination and conm tnment of the founders and parents who desired to
have a safe educative environnment for their children; and

WHEREAS, Known as one of the nbst well respected and productive agen-
cies in New York State, IRl had the honor this year of being chosen as a
COWPASS agency of OPWDD; additional residences, day and famly support
prograns are scheduled to open in the near future to neet society's
growi ng needs; and

WHEREAS, Today IRl has varied residential opportunities some of which
are staffed 24 hours a day; day opportunities include supportive enpl oy-
ment, work at the Independence Cafe and both day habilitation prograns
that are site based and on-site based; in addition, it offers a wde
range of fam |y support services; and

WHEREAS, A true asset to society, IR"'s distinguished record nerits
the recognition and respectful tribute of this Legislative Body; now,
therefore, be it

RESCLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
commend | ndependence Resi dences, Inc. upon the occasion of hosting its
25th Anniversary Spring Gala; and be it further

RESCLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be tran-
smtted to | ndependence Resi dences, Inc.



