LEG SLATI VE RESCLUTI ON congratulating Anna Petrina Rotante upon the
occasi on of her 100th Birthday

WHEREAS, Anna Petrina Rotante was born on April 28, 1913 and wll
joyously celebrate her 100th Birthday surrounded by famly and friends
at a party to be held at the Villa Fiorita in Brooklyn on Sunday, Apri
28, 2013; and

VWHEREAS, Anna cane to the United States in 1924; as a child she worked
with her nother on enbroidery and dresses; she went to school to study
dressnaki ng and went on to becone a designer of exclusive dress |ines;
and

WHEREAS, Sone of her creations were displayed at exclusive departnent
stores in nmany large cities; in New York City they were displayed at the
famobus Arnol d Constabl e and Conpany shop on Fifth Avenue; one of the
dresses she designed was worn by the fanobus actress Gene Tierney in the
novi e "The Razor's Edge"; and

WHEREAS, Anna Rotante grew up in a family which loved to listen to
opera so, in her late teens, she decided to study opera; after hearing
her sing, her teacher was amazed at the quality and range of her voice;
and

WHEREAS, She |earned nany opera arias and appeared in |ocal theater
productions of "Violetta," "La Traviata" and Verdi's "Qello" as the
Venetian beauty "Desdenpbna"; she also gave several concerts singing
arias from"Madane Butterfly" and "Tosca"; and

WHEREAS, Anna Rotante was al so one of the soloists in the fanmous sing-
ing group "Coro d'Italia", the renowned Italian folklore society which
hel ped maintain the culture of Italy in the United States entertaining
and presenting songs and dances from the different regions of Italy
t hroughout Anmerica; she and the group also entertained the Italian pris-
oners of war, helping to keep up their norale while they were in the
UuS.; and

WHEREAS, While singing with "Coro d'Italia" she net another singer in
the chorus, Joseph Rotante; they eventually fell in love and, in 1947,
were married; and

WHEREAS, Anna and Joseph have |ived and worked together for nore than
50 years; they have two sons, a daughter in law, a grandson and a grand-
daughter and, when her children were snmall, she becane a Cub Scout den
not her for several nei ghborhood children; and

WHEREAS, After an extensive honeynoon around the United States, Anna
and Joe opened the first travel agency in Brooklyn catering to honey-
nooners and vacationers on trips in the United States; and

WHEREAS, The agency eventually grew, Anna and Joe were respected
t hroughout the industry and earned nunerous awards from various travel
organi zations; during this tine they travel ed extensively throughout the
wor | d; and

WHEREAS, When Kiwani s I nternational opened nenbership to wonen, Anna
and a few other wonen forned the first wonen's Kiwanis C ub, Marine Park
Ki wani s; Anna served three terns as its President and earned nany Ki wan-
is awards for her dedication and charitable service to underprivileged
children and to Kiwanis's ideals; and

WHEREAS, Anna Rotante has received nmany other awards in recognition
and appreciation of her talent, her humanitarian work, her work in the
travel industry, and her singing career and continues to be active in
Kiwanis and in her community; and

WHEREAS, This exceptional centenarian, wth her zest for |life, has
i nspired and enhanced the lives of her famly and friends; and

WHEREAS, Thi s distingui shed wonman, who has experienced the incredible
joys and sorrows characteristic of and reserved for those with the



stam na and courage to savor a full life, has inspired the lives of her
many friends and famly; and

WHEREAS, This bel oved | ady has enriched the lives of those around her
t hrough her joyous and sincere |love for others and through the qui escent
charm and wi sdom whi ch cones only froma full ness of years; and

WHEREAS, It is the intent of this Legislative Body to publicly recog-
ni ze those who have reached such a renarkabl e age and who have w t nessed
and celebrated the innovations, cultural developnents and awesone
achi evenents of this country during the last century, while thenselves
contributing to the growh and excellence of this great Enpire State;
now, therefore, be it

RESCLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
congratulate Anna Rotante upon the occasion of her 100th Birthday; and
be it further

RESCLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be tran-
smtted to Anna Rotante.



