LEG SLATIVE RESOLUTION nenorializing Governor Andrew M Cuonp to
proclaimApril 2013 as Child Abuse Prevention Month in the State of New
Yor k

WHEREAS, The nonth of April is a time to understand that everyone can
play a part in pronoting the physical, social, and enotional well-being
of children and famlies; and

WHEREAS, It is absolutely critical that the State of New York do all
it can to protect every child and to help foster a healthy, safe envi-
ronment for children to I earn and grow, and

WHEREAS, Each vyear, nore than three mllion children in the United
States are reported as victinms of child abuse and negl ect; and

WHEREAS, At |least 1,545 children tragically lose their lives at the
hands of an adult abuser each year in our country -- nost before they
even turn four years-old; and

WHEREAS, The United States ranks highest in child abuse fatalities of
any industrialized nation; and

WHEREAS, The |oss of even one child to abuse is one child too nany;
and

WHEREAS, In 2011, 72,625 children were abused or neglected in New
Yor k; and

WHEREAS, In our country, a child is abused or neglected every 36
seconds, and, according to the United States Departnment of Health and
Human Services, only 40 percent of abused children receive the services
they need to fully recover fromtheir suffering; and

WHEREAS, When abuse happens, it can |l eave traumatic and |ong-Ilasting
physical and enotional effects; research studies have |linked child
mal treatment with adverse health and nental health outcones in children
and famlies, and the negative effects can last a lifetine; and

WHEREAS, A child's early experience of being nurtured and devel oping a
bond with a caring adult affects all aspects of behavior and devel op-
ment; and

WHEREAS, When parents and children have strong, warmfeelings for one
another, children develop trust that their parents will provide what
they need to thrive, including | ove, acceptance, positive guidance, and
protection; and

WHEREAS, Al fanmilies benefit when the State keeps chil dren safe;
i nformati on, guidance, and support have historically helped mllions of
famlies as they neet the chall enges of parenthood; and

WHEREAS, Young New Yorkers are our future; children, our nobst precious
resource nust be kept safe and protected fromharm now, therefore, be
it

RESCLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations t
nmenorialize Governor Andrew M Cuonop to proclaimApril 2013 as Chil
Abuse Prevention Month in the State of New York; and be it further

RESCLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be tran-
smtted to The Honorabl e Andrew M Cuonp, CGovernor of the State of New
Yor k.
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