LEG SLATI VE RESOLUTI ON congratul ati ng The Reverend Robert Walter D xon,
Sr. upon the occasion of his retirenent as Pastor of Munt Calvary
Bapti st Church in Al bany, New York

WHEREAS, The character and richness of religious and community life in
this noble Enpire State is nourished and fulfilled through the faithful
concern and selfless devotion of those who would conmt their energies
and purpose to the mnistry of others; and

WHEREAS, It is the sense of this Legislative Body to bring full recog-
nition and just tribute to those individuals who distinguish thenselves
and the mnistry through their unremtting commtnent and preeni nence of
service; and

WHEREAS, This Legislative Body is justly proud to congratul ate Rever-
end Robert Walter Dixon, Sr. upon the occasion of his retirenent as
Pastor of Munt Calvary Baptist Church, to be celebrated on Friday, My
10, 2013, at The Century House, Latham New York; and

WHEREAS, Havi ng served in the pastorate for over 55 years, Reverend
Di xon has brought to his mnistry an overwhelning spirit of charity and
conpassion, acting from vision and enlightennent in conducting his
adm nistrative and spiritual duties, while always displaying the highest
st andards of personal and professional integrity and dedication; and

WHEREAS, Thi s distingui shed nan of God has al ways gi ven enli ghtennent,
gui dance and w sdomto the nany entrusted to his care and has adm ni s-
tered abundantly and unstintingly to the spiritual and corporal needs of
all; and

WHEREAS, Reverend Robert W Dixon, Sr. has served in the pastorate for
over 55 years; his first pastorate was at Central Baptist Church in Salt
Poi nt, New York, for 19 years, and in June of 1977, he becane Pastor of
Mount Cal vary Baptist Church in Al bany, New York; and

WHEREAS, Pastor Dixon is a pastor and involved community activist;
while in Salt Point, New York, he was an independent candidate for the
Ofice of Myor in Poughkeepsie, Vice President of the Poughkeepsie
M ddl e School Board, and Vice Chair of the Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.
Dut chess County Commrenorative Committee; and

WHEREAS, Upon relocating to Al bany, Reverend Dixon becane nore
i nvol ved, visible and outspoken as a life-tine nmenber of the NAACP, and
was recogni zed for his | eadership qualities by the Al bany Branch; he has
recei ved nunerous awards fromthe community for his untiring work in the
Capital District; a |eader of |eaders, he garners respect across al
sectors of the community; and

WHEREAS, Reverend Di xon was very instrunental in the organization of
the Police Relations Board serving as Chairman from 1984 to 1998; he is
a former nmenber of the Board of Trustees and nenber of the Capital Area
Council of Churches, served as Chairman of the Al bany Dr. Martin Luther
King, Jr. Menorial Conmm ssion, and former nenber of the New York State
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Comm ssion; and

VWHEREAS, Reverend Di xon was instrunmental in the erection of the neno-
rial to Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. in Al bany's Lincoln Park; he is the
former Chairman of the African Anerican C ergy United For Enmpowernent
Organi zati on, nenber of the Salvation Arny Board of Directors of Al bany,
and serves on other boards and commttees in the City of Al bany; and

WHEREAS, A retired Manager of Production Control for IBMin Poughkeep-
sie, New York for 28 years, Reverend Di xon had al so served in the Arned
Services, where he was stationed at West Point, for nearly five years;
and

VWHEREAS, Reverend Di xon has been a nenber of the Central Hudson
Bapti st Association for over 55 years serving as treasurer and | ater as

t he Mbderator; because of his faithfulness to the association, the



Robert W Di xon Retreat Fund was established in his honor; and

WHEREAS, The | ongest tenured Pastor in the Capital D strict, Reverend
Di xon served as President of the Enpire Baptist Convention, |eading an
organi zation of over 500 churches, from 1998 to 2005; during his tenure
as President, the organi zation saw a dramatic increase in involvenent in
civic activities; he provided a platformfor future state |eaders to
share their views with over 5,000 constituents, denonstrating that there
is a need for church and state to work together to address the needs and
concerns of all residents of New York State; and

WHEREAS, W th himthroughout have been his wife of 38 years, Ceorgia,
their seven children and seven grandchildren, as well as their two
great-grandchildren, all of whom feel privileged to be a part of his
life and rejoice in his achievenents; and

WHEREAS, It is the sense of this Legislative Body that when a person
of such nobl e ains and acconplishnments is brought to our attention it is
appropriate to publicly and jubilantly proclaimand comend that indi-
vidual for the edification of others; now, therefore: be it

RESCLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
congratul ate The Reverend Robert Walter Di xon, Sr. upon the occasion of
his retirement as Pastor of Munt Calvary Baptist Church in Al bany, New
York; and be it further

RESCLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be tran-
smtted to The Reverend Robert Walter Dixon, Sr.



