LEG SLATI VE RESOLUTI ON comenorating the 51st Anniversary of the |nde-
pendence of Jamaica

WHEREAS, It is the sense of this Legislative Body to recognize and pay
just tribute to the <cultural heritage of +the ethnic groups which
conprise and contribute to the richness and diversity of the community
of the State of New York; and

WHEREAS, Attendant to such concern, and in keeping with its time-ho-
nored traditions, it is the intent of this Legislative Body to comem
orate the 51st Anniversary of the |Independence of Jamaica; and

WHEREAS, The cel ebration of Janmi can i ndependence affirns the culture,
identity and self-esteem of a people; it honors a rich heritage and
illum nates Jamai can history and tradition, as well as the spirit of an
i ndomi t abl e peopl e; and

WHEREAS, The people of this great State and nation and Jamaica enjoy a
deep and abiding relationship rooted in kinship and culture, and many
New Yorkers proudly trace their own roots to Jamaica; and

WHEREAS, In the ancient past, Jamaica, Wst Indies, was known as
"Xaymaca" which when literally translated nmeans Land of Wod and Wt er
or the Land of Springs; and

WHEREAS, Every year August 6th is celebrated as |ndependence Day in
Jamai ca; the country acquired its independence fromthe British col onia
powers on August 6, 1962, after years of political subjugation; initial-
ly a Spanish territory, Jamaica was soon taken over by the British in
the 17th century; and

WHEREAS, Janmai ca was di scovered by Christopher Colunbus in 1494 and
proclained as a territory of Spain; in the 17th century, Janmica cane
under the control of the British following an expedition by GCenera
Robert Venables and Admiral Sir WIIliam Penn; the Spani sh were over-
thrown by a strong British force that established its control over the
i sl and; and

WHEREAS, 1In a span of a couple of centuries, the conflict between the
col oni zers and the col oni zed was extrenme; Janmai ca was nmade a Crown Col o-
ny on August 1, 1834, and it nanaged to acquire a certain degree of
political autonony in the 1940s; and

WHEREAS, Janumica attained its independence on August 6, 1962, and is a
menber of the British Commonweal th; and

WHEREAS, The 51st Anniversary of Jamaica's |Independence provides an
opportunity to recogni ze the significance of their contributions to the
quality and character of |ife, and, through events and activities, for
all people to gain a greater appreciation of Jamaican history and tradi-
tions, and of the role Jamai cans have played, and will continue to play,
in our society; and

WHEREAS, This Legislative Body is pleased to have this opportunity to
recogni ze such events of significance which foster ethnic pride and
exenplify the cultural diversity that represents and strengthens the
fabric of the people and the State of New York; now, therefore, be it

RESCLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
commenorate the 51st Anniversary of the |Independence of Janai ca.



