LEG SLATI VE RESOLUTI ON comenorating the 40th Anniversary of the |nde-
pendence of the Bahanas

WHEREAS, It is the sense of this Legislative Body to recognize and pay
just tribute to the <cultural heritage of +the ethnic groups which
conprise and contribute to the richness and diversity of the community
of the State of New York; and

WHEREAS, Attendant to such concern, and in keeping with its time-ho-
nored traditions, it is the intent of this Legislative Body to comem
orate the 40th Anniversary of the Independence of the Bahanas; and

WHEREAS, The people of this great State and nation and the Bahanas
enj oy a deep and abiding relationship rooted in kinship and culture; and

WHEREAS, Like many areas in the Cari bbean, the hundreds of islands and
cays that make up the Bahamas were "di scovered” and clained by European
explorers in the late 1400s; the history of the Bahamas between the tine
that the islands were settled and the centuries that passed before inde-
pendence explains why the culture and people of the Bahamas are rich
with native Cari bbean, European and African influences; and

WHEREAS, The first settlers on many of the islands, thought to be
predom nantly the Arawak speaking Lucayan or Taino people, but also
i ncluded the Ci boney and the Carib people, arrived from South Anerica
sonmetine in the 9th Century; and

WHEREAS, For hundreds of vyears the indigenous culture thrived and
spread fromisland to island; Christopher Colunbus arrived at San Sal va-
dor and clained the Cari bbean islands for the Spanish on his first jour-
ney to the Americas in 1492; the word Bahanmas is thought to cone from
the Arawak nane for the islands, but some historians believe it cones
fromthe Spanish, "Baja Mar," which neans "shal |l ow sea"; and

WHEREAS, During the tinme Spain controlled the islands, African slaves
were brought to work in the plantation fields or in the homes of the
pl antati on owners, governnent officials and other wealthy Spaniards;
nost of the woriginal population was destroyed through fighting and
di seases brought to the islands by the new African and Spani sh inhabit-
ants; and

WHEREAS, The Dutch gained control of the islands of the Bahamas for a
short tinme, but lost themto the English; the islands were clained by
the English in 1670, and the Bahamas remai ned mainly under British rule
for the next 300 years; and

WHEREAS, Then, a brief one year return to Spanish rule canme in 1782
and ended with the Bahamas once again as British colonies; and

WHEREAS, Sl avery was officially abolished in the Bahamas in 1838; nmany
former slaves remained on the Iand and eventual ly becane | and owners
t hensel ves and al t hough all residents of the Bahamas were free, the
i sl ands remai ned a col ony of the United Ki ngdom and

WHEREAS, The House of Assenbly was established in 1729 and neant that
much of the governnent of the country was actually based in the Bahanas;
this historical creation was a major factor which |led to a peaceful
negoti ati on for Baham an | ndependence; and

WHEREAS, |In 1964, after decades of debate and | egal nmaneuvering, G eat
Britain granted The Islands OF The Bahamas |inmted self-governnent; the
Bahanas becanme a British Commonweal th in 1969 ending the colonial rule,
but not the British effect of the islands; and

WHEREAS, The islands becane a nation on July 10, 1973, which is the
of ficial date cel ebrated as Baham an | ndependence Day; and

WHEREAS, The 40t h Anniversary of the Bahanas | ndependence provides an
opportunity to recognize the significance of their contributions to the
quality and character of |ife, and, through events and activities, for

all people to gain a greater appreciation of Baham an history and tradi-



tions, and of the role Baham ans have played, and will continue to play,
in our society; and

WHEREAS, This Legislative Body is pleased to have this opportunity to
recogni ze such events of significance which foster ethnic pride and
exenplify the «cultural diversity that represents and strengthens the
fabric of the people and the State of New York; now, therefore, be it

RESCLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
commenorate the 40th Anniversary of the Independence of the Bahansas.



