LEG SLATI VE RESOLUTI ON honoring Mary Beth Casey O Brien upon the occa-
sion of her designation as the recipient of an Irish American Heritage
Museum s | naugural Governor Hugh L. Carey Award on April 20, 2013

WHEREAS, It is the sense of this Legislative Body that individuals who
di stingui sh thenselves in their profession and in their conmtnent to
their heritage and their comunity nerit the highest comrendation; and

WHEREAS, Attendant to such concern, and fully in accord with its |ong-
standing traditions, it 1is the intent of this Legislative Body to
commend Mary Beth Casey O Brien upon the occasion of her designation as
the recipient of an Irish Anerican Heritage Miseunis Governor Hugh L
Carey Award; and

WHEREAS, The Irish Anmerican Heritage Museumis dedi cated to preserving
and telling the story of the contributions of the Irish people and their
culture in Anerica, inspiring individuals to exam ne the inportance of
their own heritage as part of the Anerican cultural npsaic; and

WHEREAS, Mary Beth Casey O Brien, a daughter of Erin, will be honored
at the Irish Anerican Heritage Miuseunmi s | naugural Governor Hugh L. Carey
Awards Dinner, to be held at the Desnond Hotel in Al bany, New York on
Sat urday, April 20, 2013; and

WHEREAS, The Irish Anerican Heritage Museum s Governor Hugh L. Carey
Award proudly recognizes the achievenents of those who exenplify its
ideals and help to further its mssion; Mary Beth Casey O Brien truly
nmerits such recognition; and

WHEREAS, Mary Beth Casey O Brien, a Capital District Good Samaritan
has volunteered on a nunber of charitable boards across the region,
state, and nation; she whol eheartedly devotes her tine and talents to
countl ess causes, each of which nmakes a significant difference in the
lives of the underprivileged; and

WHEREAS, From an early age, Mary Beth Casey O Brien knew the inpor-
tance of being of service to those in need, a value instilled in her by
her parents while growing up in Troy, New York; and

WHEREAS, As an adol escent soup kitchen volunteer, Mary Beth Casey
O Brien becane keenly aware of and profoundly disnayed by the too-easily
muted cry of the poor and has sought to nmake that cry nore audible
t hrough service in nunerous church and civic organi zations; and

WHEREAS, A graduate of Catholic Central Hi gh School, in 1959, Mary
Beth Casey O Brien earned a Bachel or of Science degree fromthe Coll ege
of St. Elizabeth where she becane acquainted with the Daughters of Char-
ity, a relationship which has had a |l asting and powerful inpact on her
life and upon those around her; and

WHEREAS, Mary Beth Casey O Brien joined Sanmaritan Hospital as a din-
ical Dietician and, in 1961, was pronoted to Chief Dietician; she simul-
taneously served as an Administrative Dietician at the Renssel aer County
Nursi ng Home and St. Mary's Hospital; and

WHEREAS, After serving in a nunber of |ocal |eadership positions wth-
in the Al bany Chapter of the Ladies of Charity, Mary Beth Casey O Brien
was elected President of the Ladies of Charity of the United States of
Anerica (LCUSA), presiding over a nenbership of 20,000 wonen; and

WHEREAS, Mary Beth Casey O Brien is a nenber of the Ladies of the
Equestrian O der of the Holy Sepul chre of Jerusal em and has served as a
non- gover nment al organi zati on (NGO representative for the Internationa
Associ ation of Charities at the United Nations; and

WHEREAS, Currently, she serves on the boards of Catholic Charities of
the Diocese of Albany and the Albany and Catholic Charities Al DS
Servi ces and continues her service with the Ladies of Charity Ilocally,

nationally, and internationally and, is, in addition an affiliate of the
Daughters of Charity; and



WHEREAS, Mary Beth Casey OBrien is currently involved in the first
ongoi ng partnershi p between a donestic social service provider and an
academic institution, Catholic Charities USA and the University of Notre
Dane, an alliance revolutionizing the way we approach poverty in Ameri -
ca; and

VWHEREAS, | n 2007, Notre Dane unveiled "The Irish Mdonna," a bronze
statue of a 19th century Irish inmgrant wonan carrying a baby, in the
south end of the Eck Visitors atrium the statue is a gift to the
University from Frank and Mary Beth O Brien and their daughters in neno-
ry of their son and brother Frankie and comenorates the 150th Anniver-
sary of the vast Irish mgration to Amrerica in the wake of the "Geat
Hunger" famne in Ireland; and

WHEREAS, She served, as well, nmany years as a Menber of the Board of
Catholic Charities USA and has al so served as a Trustee of the College
of St. Elizabeth, Siena College, and Maria Col |l ege; and

WHEREAS, Mary Beth Casey O Brien has received honorary doctora
degrees from The College of St. Rose in 2005 and the University of Notre
Dane in 2011 and St. John's University's Elizabeth Ann Seton Award in
2004 and the College of St. Elizabeth's Humanitarian Award in 2010; and

WHEREAS, Mary Beth Casey O Brien and her |ate husband Frank raised six
children and instilled in themtheir value of service to others and to
the greater comunity; and

WHEREAS, A wonman i mensely grateful for the blessings bestowed upon
her, Mary Beth Casey O Brien every day seeks to give sonething back; a
true advocate and woman of action, she is a shining exanple of a Cathol -
ic laywoman and a person of great conpassion, w sdom and zeal; and

WHEREAS, It is the sense of this Legislative Body that when individ-
uals of such noble ains and acconplishnments are brought to our atten-
tion, it is appropriate to publicly proclaimand commend them for the
edification and enul ation of others; now, therefore, be it

RESCLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
honor Mary Beth Casey O Brien upon the occasion of her designation as
the recipient of an Irish Anerican Heritage Miuseunmi s | naugural Governor
Hugh L. Carey Award on April 20, 2013; and be it further

RESCLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be tran-
smtted to Mary Beth Casey O Brien



