LEG SLATI VE RESCLUTI ON comenorating Mrch 2013, as the Fourth Annua
New Yor k Lesbi an, Gay, Bisexual and Transgender Health Month

WHEREAS, It is the sense of this Legislative Body to recognize and
appl aud those <cultural events within the State of New York which serve
to celebrate diversity, and in doing so, help to enfranchise all popu-
lations within the |larger community of humanity; and

WHEREAS, Attendant to such concern, and in full accord with its |ong-
standing traditions, this Legislative Body is justly proud to conmem
orate March 2013, as the Fourth Annual New York Lesbian, Gay, Bi sexua
and Transgender Health Month; this year's thene is "W Count, Count Us";
and

WHEREAS, The New York State Lesbian, Gy, Bisexual and Transgender
(LGBT) Health and Human Services Network ("the Network") is a coalition
of over 50 L@ABT-specific and LGBT-supportive nonprofit groups and organ-
i zations that provide health and social services to LGT New Yorkers and
their famlies; and

WHEREAS, The Network nenbers provide: health and wellness prograns
including primary and preventative health care; social support and
education; nmental health treatnent and famly counseling; donestic
viol ence and sexual assault services; crinme victimassistance; honel ess
yout h services; and al cohol and substance abuse prevention; and

WHEREAS, By focusing on non-H V rel ated health needs, Network nenbers
have worked diligently with New York State governnent to recognize the
conti nuum of health care needs in the LGBT comunities; and

WHEREAS, Founded in 1994, the Network is supported and adm ni stered by
the Enpire State Pride Agenda Foundati on and operates on a denocratic,
consensual basis through a Steering Conmittee and the participation of
Net wor k nmenbers in a variety of work groups; and

WHEREAS, New York LGBT Health Month will encourage LGBT New Yorkers
and the organi zations that serve themto educate, advocate and organi ze
around LGBT health and wellness in all its various fornms -- physical,
sexual, spiritual, enotional and social; and

WHEREAS, New York LGBT Health Month will raise a better understanding
of LGBT health issues and the special health and social services needs
that LGBT people have, including increased rates of snoking, breast
cancer, substance abuse, HHV and sexually transmtted diseases, and
depression and suicide attenpts anong LGBT youth; and

WHEREAS, LGBT New Yorkers have di sproportionately inadequate health-
care due to financial, cultural and personal barriers; New York LGBT
Health Month encourages |ocal groups, agencies and organizations to
offer a full nmonth of programs and events designed to educate, advocate
and build community around the thene of LGBT health; and

WHEREAS, New York LGBT Health Month has an alternate goal to build
communi ty anmongst LGBT peopl e around New York State; and

WHEREAS, It is with great adnmiration that this Legislative Body recog-
nizes the efforts of all of the noble individuals who have worked on
behal f of New York LGBT Health Month, past and present, and w shes this
exenpl ary coalition continued success in its vital work on behalf of the
LGBT community it serves; and

WHEREAS, CQur society is greatly benefited by the purposeful efforts of
i ndi viduals who unite for the cause of inproving the quality of life for
ot hers, and who proactively work toward the goal of dignity for all
now, therefore, be it

RESCLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
commenorate March 2013, as the Fourth Annual New York Lesbian, Gy,
Bi sexual and Transgender Health Month; and be it further

RESCLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be tran-



smtted to the New York State Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and Transgender
Heal th and Human Servi ces Networ k.



