LEG SLATI VE RESCLUTION honoring Mary M Lai upon the occasion of her
designation as a 2013 Long Island Center for Business and Professiona
Wornren Achi ever

WHEREAS, Individuals who give of their tinme and energi es and serve the
best interests of their communities are an asset beyond renunerati on and
cannot be sufficiently extolled; and

WHEREAS, It is the sense of this Legislative Body to pay tribute to
out standi ng i ndividuals who distinguish thenselves through their excep-
tional performance, attaining unprecedented success and the highest
| evel of personal achievenent; and

WHEREAS, Attendant to such concern, and in full accord with its |ong-
standing traditions, this Legislative Body is justly proud to honor Mary
M Lai upon the occasion of her designation as a 2013 Long Island Center
for Business and Professional Whnen Achi ever; this auspicious occasion
will be celebrated at the Center's 34th Annual Achievers' Awards Gal a,
to be held on Wednesday, May 8, 2013; and

WHEREAS, For nore than thirty-five years, the Long Island Center for
Busi ness and Prof essi onal Wonen has been dedi cated to advanci ng wonen in
busi ness, industry and the professions; and

WHEREAS, The Long |Island Center for Business and Professional Wnen
cel ebrates and honors wormen who are | eaders, nentors and who have opened
doors for other wonen to help foster their rise in business, the
professions and in their community; and

WHEREAS, A living legend in higher education finance, Mary M Lai is
the Treasurer Enerita of Long Island University (LIU); she was LIUSs
first Chief Financial Oficer and one of the first women in the United
States to rise to that rank; and

WHEREAS, Mary M Lai is likely the |ongest-serving academ c business
officer in Anerica;, she is in her 67th year of full-tine enploynent at
LIU and remains an integral part of the University adm nistration, serv-
ing as Treasurer Enerita and senior adviser; and

WHEREAS, On July 27, 2012, Mary M Lai was naned the | naugural Recipi-
ent of National Association of College and University Business Oficers'
Pat hf i nder Award whi ch recogni zes individual s who have nade | ongst andi ng
contributions to the business officer profession; and

WHEREAS, Mary M Lai hel ped build the foundation for the success of
the National Association of College and University Business Oficers;
she was responsi ble for the advancenent of the business officer profes-
sion in the United States; and

WHEREAS, Mary M Lai earned a B.S. in Accounting fromLIU s Brooklyn
campus, graduating magna cum | aude in 1942; and

WHEREAS, In 1941, Mary M Lai nmarried her college sweetheart, WIIliam
T. "Buck" Lai, a graduate of the LIU Cass of 1941; and

WHEREAS, This auspicious occasion presents a unique opportunity for
this Legislative Body to recognize and pay tribute to Mary M Lai; and

WHEREAS, It is the sense of this Legislative Body that those who
enhance the well-being and vitality of their profession and comunity,
and have shown a | ong and sustai ned conmtnment to excellence, certainly
have earned the recognition and applause of all citizens of this great
Enpire State; now, therefore, be it

RESCLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
honor Mary M Lai upon the occasion of her designation as a 2013 Long
I sl and Center for Business and Professional Wnen Achiever; and be it
further

RESCLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be tran-
smtted to Mary M Lai.



