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STATE OF NEW YORK

787--A
2011- 2012 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N SENATE
( PREFI LED)
January 5, 2011

I ntroduced by Sen. YOUNG -- (at request of the Legislative Conm ssion on

Rural Resources) -- read twice and ordered printed, and when printed
to be conmtted to the Commttee on Local Government -- comittee
di scharged, bill anended, ordered reprinted as anmended and reconmmtted

to said conm ttee

AN ACT to prohibit |ocal assessors fromincreasing the assessed val ue of
real property based on the stunpage value of the trees thereon and to
establish the forestland taxation task force; and providing for the
repeal of such provisions upon the expiration thereof

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Legislative findings. The legislature hereby finds and
declares that in light of significant increases in real property taxes
in many parts of the state, due to a variety of factors including but
not limted to increases in market value of real property, growh in
school and | ocal spending, a declining commercial and industrial tax
base, and assessnent valuation practices which nay not accurately
refl ect the actual value of tinber, that now nore than ever an increas-
ing proportion of Jlands in the state devoted to the growh of forest
crops are assessed at a |l evel which renders the continued dedication to
such use uneconomcal. It is the purpose of this act to chart a path by
whi ch present and future forestlands nay be protected and enhanced as a
vi abl e segnent of the state's econony, and as an environnental resource.

S 2. On and after January 1, 2011, no assessor of any |ocal assessing
unit shall increase that portion of the assessnment of real property
whi ch pertains to the stunpage val ue of trees on any parcel of privately
owned real property to which a stunpage value is assigned on the effec-
tive date of this act, as determ ned fromthe assessnent fromthe ime-
di ately precedi ng assessnent roll
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S 3. Commencing with the 2011 assessnent roll, an assessor of any
| ocal assessing unit shall assign a value for trees upon any parcel of
real property which does not bear a stunpage value inmediately prior to
the effective date of this act.

S 4. The provisions of sections two and three of this act shall not
apply to state owned | and.

S 5. As used in this act, "stunpage value" shall nean that portion of
privately owned forestland which is in addition to the bare | and val ue
and pertains to real property upon which the assessor has calculated a
contributory value for the trees pursuant to guidelines for the val u-
ation of forestlands issued by the commi ssioner of taxation and finance.

S 6. Aforestland taxation task force is hereby established to exam
ine, evaluate and nake reconmendati ons concerni ng the existing nethods
of assessing and taxing private forestlands, and alternative methods of
assessing and taxing private forestlands which are consistent with
pronoti ng sustai nable forestry practices, encouraging private investnent
i n working forests and mai ntai ni ng open space.

S 7. The forestland taxation task force shall consist of 7 nmenbers to
be appointed as follows: 2 shall be appointed by the tenporary president
of the senate, 2 shall be appointed by the speaker of the assenbly, 1

shall be appointed by the mnority |leader of the senate, 1 shall be
appointed by the mnority Ileader of the assenbly, and 1 shall be
appoi nted by the governor. The nenbers of the task force shall include a

representative fromeach of the following: famly forest operations,
ti mber investnment rmanagenent organi zations, farm woodl ot owners, |oca
governments, the forest products industry, private forest | andowners and
envi ronnental organi zations. Vacancies in the nenbership of the task
force shall be filled in the manner provided for original appointnents.

S 8. The forestland taxation task force may neet within and w thout
the state, shall hold public hearings and shall have all the powers of a
| egi slative comrittee pursuant to the legislative law. To the maximm
extent feasible, the nenbers of the task force shall be entitled to
request and receive, and shall utilize and be provided with such facili -
ties, resources and data of any court, departnent, division, board,
bureau, conm ssion and agency of the state or any political subdivision
thereof as it may reasonably request to properly carry out its powers
and duties pursuant to this act.

S 9. The nenbers of the forestland taxation task force shall receive
no conpensation for their services, but shall be allowed their actua
and necessary expenses incurred in the performance of their duties
pursuant to this act.

S 10. The forestland taxation task force shall report, to the governor
and the legislature, its findings, conclusions and recommendati ons on or
before April 30, 2012, and shall submt with its report such |egislative
proposal s as it deems necessary to inplenent its reconmendati ons.

S 11. This act shall take effect immediately and shall expire and be
deened repeal ed May 1, 2012.



