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STATE OF NEW YORK

7698
I N SENATE
June 14, 2012

Introduced by Sen. LAVALLE -- read twi ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be committed to the Conmttee on Rules

AN ACT to anend the education law, in relation to the alteration of
school district boundaries; and to repeal such provisions upon expira-
tion thereof

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED I N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. The education |aw is anmended by adding a new section 1527-d
to read as foll ows:

S 1527-D. PROCEDURE FOR ALTERATI ON OF SCHOOL DI STRI CT BOUNDARI ES. 1.
THE BOUNDARIES OF TWDO OR MORE COVMON, UNI ON FREE, OR CENTRAL SCHOOL
DI STRI CTS THAT ARE CONTI GUOUS AND WHOLLY CONTAINED W THIN THE EASTERN
SUFFOLK BOARD OF COOPERATI VE EDUCATI ONAL SERVI CES SUPERVI SORY DI STRI CT
MAY BE ALTERED AS PROVI DED BY THI S SECTI ON

2. A PROPCSI TION FOR THE ALTERATION IN THE BOUNDARIES OF EXI STING
CONTI GUOUS SCHOOL DI STRI CTS MAY BE | NI TI ATED BY:

(A) APETITION IN WRI TING FI LED WTH THE TRUSTEE, TRUSTEES OR BOARD OF
EDUCATI ON OF EACH DI STRI CT THAT WOULD BE | MPACTED BY THE PROPOSED ALTER-
ATION |IN BOUNDARI ES PROVIDED THAT SUCH PETITION IS SI GNED BY AT LEAST
TVENTY- FI VE QUALI FI ED VOTERS | N EACH SCHOOL DI STRICT OR FI VE PERCENT OF
THE NUMBER OF VOTERS WHO VOTED I N EACH SCHOOL DI STRICT I N THE PREVI QUS
ANNUAL ELECTI ON OF THE MEMBERS OF THE BOARD OF EDUCATION OR TRUSTEES,
SAID NUMBER TO BE DETERM NED BY THE NUMBER OF PERSONS RECORDED ON THE
POLL LI ST AS HAVI NG VOTED AT SUCH ELECTI ON, WH CHEVER SHALL BE GREATER

(B) A JO NT RESCLUTION BY A MAJORITY OF THE TRUSTEES OR MEMBERS OF THE
BOARD OF EDUCATI ON OF EACH OF THE DI STRICTS AFFECTED BY A PROPCSED
TRANSFER OF TERRI TORY

3. THE PETITION OR JO NT RESCLUTION SHALL STATE THE NAME OF EACH
DI STRI CT AFFECTED, DESCRI BE THE BOUNDARI ES OF THE TERRI TORY PROPCSED TO
BE TRANSFERRED, STATE THE REASONS FOR DESIRI NG THE CHANGE, AND THE
NUMBER OF CHI LDREN OF SCHOOL AGE, IF ANY, RESIDING IN THE TERRI TORY
PROPCSED TO BE TRANSFERRED

4. UPON RECEI PT OF A CI TI ZEN-I NI TI ATED PETI TI ON, OR UPON THE ADCPTI ON
OF JO NT RESOLUTI ON, THE TRUSTEES OR MEMBERS OF THE BOARD OF EDUCATI ON

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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OF EACH | MPACTED SCHOOL DI STRICT SHALL UNDERTAKE A JO NT FEASI BI LI TY
STUDY ON THE PROPCSI TI ON FOR THE ALTERATI ON OF SCHOOL DI STRICT BOUNDA-
Rl ES. SUCH FEASIBILITY STUDY SHALL BE COVPLETED W THI N ONE HUNDRED
TWENTY DAYS OF RECEIPT OF THE CI TI ZEN-1 NI TI ATED PETI TI ON OR JO NT RESQOL-
UTI ON AND SHALL CONTAI N THE FOLLOW NG | NFORMATI ON:

(A) CURRENT AND PRQIECTED ENROLLMENTS;

(B) CURRENT AND PRQIECTED PROFESSI ONAL STAFFI NG PLAN,

(© CURRENT AND PRQIECTED HOUSI NG PLANS;

(D) A PLAN FOR EDUCATI ON PROGRAMS AND CURRI CULA IN THE DI STRI CT THAT
WLL GAIN THE TERRI TORY PROPOSED TO BE TRANSFERRED | NCLUDI NG STUDENT
EDUCATI ONAL  OPPORTUNI TIES AS MEASURED BY THE PERCENTAGE OF STUDENTS
PERFORM NG AT EACH LEVEL OF THE STATEW DE MANDATED ASSESSMENTS AND DATA
REGARDI NG STUDENT ATTENDANCE, GRADUATI ON, AND DROPOUT RATES;

(E) FISCAL | MPLICATIONS OF THE REORGANI ZATI ON, | NCLUDI NG CHANGES I N
STATE AI D, EXPENDI TURES AND LOCAL TAX EFFORT | NCLUDI NG ALL FUNDI NG
SOURCES OF THE AFFECTED DI STRI CTS, EQUALI ZATI ON AMONG SCHOOL DI STRI CTS
OF THE TAX BURDEN, | MPROVEMENT IN THE ECONOM ES IN THE ADM N STRATI ON
AND OPERATION OF SCHOOLS, AND THE EXTENT THE PROPOSED CHANGE WOULD
POTENTI ALLY REDUCE OR | NCREASE THE | NDI VI DUAL AND AGGREGATE TRANSPCRTA-
TI ON COSTS OF THE AFFECTED SCHOCL DI STRI CTS;

(F) WHETHER OR NOT GEOGRAPHI C ACCESSI BILITY WARRANTS A FAVORABLE
CONS| DERATI ON OF A RECOVMENDED ALTERATI ON I N SCHOOL DI STRI CT BOUNDARI ES,
| NCLUDI NG REMOTENESS OR | SOLATION OF PLACES OF RESIDENCE AND TIME
REQUI RED TO TRAVEL TO AND FROM SCHOOL;

(G THE SAFETY AND WELFARE OF PUPILS. FOR THE PURPOSES OF TH S
SECTI ON, " SAFETY" MEANS FREEDOM OR PROTECTI ON FROM DANGER, | NJURY, OR
DAVMAGE AND "WELFARE" MEANS A PCSI TI VE CONDI TI ON OR | NFLUENCE REGARDI NG
HEALTH, CHARACTER, AND VELL- BEI NG

(H THE H STORY AND RELATIONSHIP OF THE PROPERTY AFFECTED TO THE
STUDENTS AND COMMUNI TI ES AFFECTED; AND

(1) OIHER FACTORS DEEMED RELEVANT BY THE TRUSTEES OR MEMBERS OF THE
BOARD OF EDUCATI ON TO THE PROPOSED ALTERATI ON OF SCHOOL DI STRI CT BOUNDA-
RI ES.

THE JO NT FEASI BI LI TY STUDY SHALL BE MADE AVAI LABLE TO THE PUBLI C UPON
REQUESTS ONCE I T IS COVWLETED. | N THE EVENT THAT MORE THAN ONE PROPOSI -
TION FOR THE ALTERATI ON I N THE BOUNDARI ES OF EXI STI NG CONTI GUOUS SCHOOL
DISTRICTS I S I NI TI ATED DURI NG A FI VE YEAR PERI GO, COWENCING WTH THE
FIRST PROPOSI TION, PERTAINING TO THE SAME OR SUBSTANTI ALLY THE SAME
TERRI TORY TO BE TRANSFERRED TO THE SAME SCHOCL DI STRI CT, THE TRUSTEES OR
MEMBERS OF THE BOARD OF EDUCATI ON OF EACH | MPACTED SCHOOL DI STRI CT SHALL
BE AUTHORI ZED TO EI THER UTI LI ZE OR AMEND AN EXI STING JO NT FEASIBI LI TY
STUDY | N ORDER TO COVMPLY W TH THE PROVI SIONS OF TH S SECTI ON.

5. WTH N TH RTY DAYS AFTER COWVPLETI NG THE JO NT FEASI BI LI TY STUDY ON
THE PROPOSI TI ON FOR THE ALTERATI ON OF SCHOCL DI STRI CT BOUNDARI ES PURSU-
ANT TO SUBDI VI SI ON FOUR OF THI S SECTI ON, THE TRUSTEES OR MEMBERS OF THE
BOARD OF EDUCATION OF EACH OF THE DI STRICTS AFFECTED BY A PROPGOSED
TRANSFER OF TERRITORY SHALL HOLD A JO NT PUBLI C HEARI NG | N ORDER TO
PRESENT THE FI NDI NGS CONTAI NED W THI N THE JO NT FEASI Bl LI TY STUDY AND TO
PROVI DE THE QUALI FI ED VOTERS OF EACH DI STRICT WTH AN OPPORTUNI TY TO BE
HEARD ON THE PROPGCSI TI ON. NOTI CE OF SUCH JO NT PUBLI C HEARI NG SHALL BE
MAI LED TO ALL QUALI FI ED VOTERS OF THE | MPACTED SCHOCOL DI STRI CTS NO LATER
THAN FOURTEEN DAYS PRI OR TO THE HEARI NG SUCH NOTI CE SHALL | NCLUDE:

(A) THE TI ME, DATE, AND LOCATI ON OF THE HEARI NG

(B) THE TIME, DATE AND LOCATION OF THE SPECIAL DISTRICT MEETING AT
VWH CH A VOTE WLL OCCUR PURSUANT TO SUBDI VI SION SI X OF THI S SECTI ON; AND



Co~NOoOUIT~hWNE

S. 7698 3

(© THE NAME OF EACH DI STRI CT AFFECTED, A DESCRI PTI ON OF THE BOUNDA-
RIES OF THE TERRI TORY PROPOCSED TO BE TRANSFERRED, THE REASONS STATED |IN
THE PETITION OR RESOLUTI ON FOR DESI RING THE CHANGE, AND THE NUMBER OF
CHI LDREN OF SCHOOL AGE, |F ANY, RESIDING IN THE TERRI TORY PROPOSED TO BE
TRANSFERRED.

6. WTH N FORTY-FIVE DAYS AFTER THE JO NT PUBLI C HEARI NG PURSUANT TO
SUBDI VI SION FI VE OF THI S SECTI ON, EACH SCHOOL DI STRI CT | MPACTED BY THE
PROPCSI TI ON FOR THE ALTERATI ON OF SCHOOL DI STRI CT BOUNDARI ES SHALL HOLD
A SPECI AL MEETI NG OF THE QUALI FI ED VOTERS, TO AFFORD THE VOTERS OF EACH
DI STRICT AN OPPORTUNI TY TO APPROVE OR REJECT SUCH PROPCSI TI ON. A SI MPLE
MAJORI TY OF EACH DI STRI CT SHALL DETERM NE APPROVAL OR REJECTI ON PROVI DED
THAT I N ORDER FOR A PROPCSI TION FOR THE ALTERATION OF SCHOOL DI STRICT
BOUNDARI ES TO BE DEEMED APPROVED, THE VOTERS OF ALL | MPACTED DI STRI CTS
MUST APPROVE SUCH PROPOSI TION. NOTICE OF THE TIME AND PLACE OF SUCH
SPECI AL MEETI NG OF THE QUALI FIED VOTERS AND THE PURPCSE FOR WVHICH IT IS
CALLED SHALL BE CONTAI NED W THI N THE HEARI NG NOTI CE REQUI RED PURSUANT TO
SUBDIVISION FIVE OF TH'S SECTI ON AND SHALL BE PUBLI SHED AT LEAST FOUR
TIMES WTH N THE FORTY- FI VE DAYS PRECEDI NG SUCH SPECI AL MEETING THE
FI RST PUBLI CATI ON TO BE AT LEAST THI RTY DAYS BEFORE SAI D MEETING | N TWD
NEWSPAPERS | F THERE SHALL BE TWO, OR | N ONE NEWSPAPER | F THERE SHALL BE
BUT ONE, HAVING GENERAL CIRCULATION WTH N THE | MPACTED  SCHOOL
DI STRI CTS. BUT | F NO NEWSPAPER SHALL THEN HAVE GENERAL Cl RCULATI ON THER-
EIN, THE SAID NOTICE SHALL BE POSTED IN AT LEAST TWENTY OF THE MOST
PUBLI C PLACES I N SAI D DI STRI CT FORTY-FI VE DAYS BEFORE THE TIME OF SUCH
SPECI AL MEETI NG

7. THE TRUSTEE, TRUSTEES OR BOARD OF EDUCATI ON OF EACH DI STRI CT MAY
ESTABLI SH RULES LI M TI NG THE FREQUENCY OF CITIZEN I N TI ATED PETI TI ONS
THAT MAY BE FI LED PERTAI NI NG TO TERRI TORY | NCLUDED I N WHOLE OR | N PART
IN A PREVIOUS CI TI ZEN- | NI TI ATED PETITION WTHIN A FIVE YEAR PER OD,
PROVI DED THAT IF A MAJORITY OF THE QUALI FI ED ELECTORS PRESENT AND VOTI NG
FROM EACH DISTRICT ARE NOT IN FAVOR OF THE PROPCSI TI ON FOR THE ALTER-
ATI ON OF SCHOCOL DI STRI CT BOUNDARI ES, THE SAVME PROPCSI TI ON OR ANY PROPO-
SI TION PERTAINING TO THE TERRI TORY | NCLUDED I N WHOLE OR I N PART OF SUCH
PROPGCSI TI ON CANNOT BE VOTED UPON AGAIN FOR A PERI OD OF ONE YEAR

8. A PROPCSI TION THAT IS APPROVED ON OR AFTER MARCH FIRST IN ANY
SCHOOL YEAR SHALL NOT BE AUTHORI ZED TO TAKE EFFECT SOONER THAN JULY
FI RST, OF THE SECOND SCHOOL YEAR NEXT FOLLOW NG

S 2. This act shall take effect immediately and shall expire and be
deened repeal ed five years after such effective date.



