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STATE OF NEW YORK

7114
I N SENATE
April 30, 2012

Introduced by Sen. KLEIN -- read twi ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be committed to the Conmittee on Agriculture

AN ACT to anend the agriculture and markets law, in relation to conbat-
ing the incidence of adult and child obesity and encouragi ng direct
mar keti ng of fresh fruits and vegetables in areas with a high inci-
dence of adult and child obesity; and to anend the county law, in
relation to the Cornell cooperative extension systemrelating to adult
and chil dhood obesity, asthnma, and respiratory illness prevention

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Section 3 of the agriculture and markets | aw, as anended by
chapter 651 of the laws of 1946, is amended to read as foll ows:

S 3. Declaration of policy and purposes. The agricultural industry is
basic to the Ilife of our state. It vitally concerns and affects the
wel fare, health, econom c well-being and productive and industrial capa-
bilities of all our people. It is the policy and duty of the state to
pronote, foster, and encourage the agricultural industry, wth proper
standards of living for those engaged therein; to design and establish
| ong-range prograns for its stabilization and profitable operation; to
i ncrease through education, research, regulation, and scientific neans,
the quantity, quality, and efficiency of its production; to inprove its
mar keti ng system to encourage adequate and skill ed assistance for agri-
cultural enterprises; to maintain at fair prices uncontrolled by specu-
lation the instrunmentalities and products of agriculture; to renove
unnecessary or unfair costs and obstacles in the [transporation] TRANS-
PORTATI ON, storage, processing, distribution, nmarketing, and sal e of
agricultural products; to prevent frauds in the traffic therein; to
pronot e an expanded denmand for the state's agricultural products and the
intelligent wuses thereof by consuners as pure and whol esone food; to
protect the public health and to elimnate the evils of under-nourish-
ment; to encourage the selection and consunption of food according to
sound dietary and nutritional principles; TO | MPROVE OUR Cl TI ZENS OVER-
ALL HEALTH AND TO COVBAT THE | NCREASI NG | NCI DENCE OF ADULT AND CHI LDHOCD

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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OBESI TY; and to nake our people conscious of the bond of mutual self-in-
terest between our urban and our rural popul ations.

Accordingly, all |aws enacted concerning the agricultural industry and
its allied subjects, whether included in this chapter or not, are to be
deened an exercise of the police power of the state and a discharge of
its obligations for the pronotion of the general welfare through state-
wi de |aws and regul ations, local initiative and governnment, cooperative
action between groups and localities, home-rul e neasures, individua
enterprise, civic consciousness, and appropriate coordination wth the
federal governnent and as between educational research institutions
within the state.

Such laws and all governmental neasures adopted pursuant thereto
should receive a liberal interpretation and application in furtherance
of the aforesaid policy and purposes.

S 2. Subdivision 5-b of section 16 of the agriculture and narkets |aw,
as added by chapter 2 of the laws of 2001, is anended to read as
fol | ows:

5-b. (A) Establish, in cooperation with the commi ssioner of education,
a farmto-school programto facilitate and pronote the purchase of New
York farm products by schools, universities and ot her educational insti-
tutions under the jurisdiction of the educati on departnment. The depart-
ment shall solicit information fromthe educati on departnent regarding
school districts and other educational institutions interested in
purchasing New York farm products, including but not limted to, the
type and anmount of such products schools wish to purchase and the nane
of the appropriate contact person fromthe interested school district.
The departnent shall nake this infornmation readily available to inter-
ested New York farners, farm organi zati ons and busi nesses that market
New York farm products. The department shall provide information to the
education departnment and interested school districts and other educa-
tional institutions about the availability of New York farm products,
including but not limted to, the types and anount of products, and the
nanes and contact information of farners, farm organizations and busi-
nesses marketing such products. The conm ssioner shall report to the
| egi slature on the need for changes in lawto facilitate the purchases
of such products by school s and educational institutions.

The departnment shall also coordinate with the education departnent,
and school food service, education, health and nutrition, farm and
other interested organizations in establishing a pronotional event, to
be known as New York Harvest For New York Kids Wek, in early Cctober
each vyear, that will pronote New York agriculture and foods to children
t hrough school neal prograns and the classroom at farns and farners'
mar ket s and other locations in the comunity.

(B) COOPERATE W TH THE DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH I N | MPLEMENTI NG THE CHI LD
HOOD OBESI TY PREVENTI ON PROGRAM PURSUANT TO TI TLE EI GHT OF ARTI CLE TVEEN-
TY-FIVE OF THE PUBLI C HEALTH LAW AND W TH THE COWM SSI ONER OF EDUCATI ON
TO ENCOURAGE THE PRODUCTI ON AND CONSUMPTI ON OF FRESH LOCALLY PRODUCED
FRU TS AND VEGETABLES BY ELEMENTARY AND SECONDARY SCHOOL AGED CHI LDREN
PURSUANT TO PARAGRAPH (A) OF THIS SUBDIVISION TO HELP COVBAT THE
| NCREASI NG | NCI DENCE OF CHI LDHOOD OBESI TY.

(C) COOPERATE WTH FEDERAL, OTHER STATE AND MUNI Cl PAL AGENCI ES TO
ENCOURAGE THE EXPANSI ON OF COVMUNI TY GARDENS PURSUANT TO ARTICLE TWO C
O TH'S CHAPTER TO HELP ENCOURAGE THE PRODUCTI ON AND CONSUMPTI ON OF
FRESH LOCALLY PRODUCED FRUI TS AND VEGETABLES TO HELP COVBAT THE | NCREAS-
| NG | NCI DENCE OF ADULT AND CHI LD OBESI TY.
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S 3. The openi ng paragraph of section 281 of the agriculture and
markets |aw, as added by chapter 834 of the laws of 1981, is anmended to
read as foll ows:

The legislature hereby finds that inflation has caused higher prices
in all phases of farmand food production and farm and food products
distribution; and that the demand, by consunmers within the state, for
i ncreasi ng supplies of whol esonme, fresh and nutritious farm and food
products provides a significant opportunity for the devel opment of
alternative marketing structures for food growm wthin the state by
whi ch such products may be supplied directly to the consum ng public. IN
ADDI TION, | NCREASING THE SUPPLY OF WHOLESOVE, FRESH, LOCALLY PRODUCED
FRU TS AND VEGETABLES CAN HELP TO ENCOURAGE THE CONSUMPTION OF SUCH
PRODUCE IN A MANNER THAT HELPS TO COVBAT THE | NCREASI NG | NCI DENCE OF
ADULT AND CHI LDHOOD OBESI TY. REDUCI NG THE | NCl DENCE OF OBESI TY CAN HELP
TO | MPROVE THE OVERALL HEALTH OF THE GENERAL PUBLI C, HELP TO REDUCE THE
COST OF PROVI DI NG HEALTH CARE AND REDUCE THE STATE' S COSTS OF PROVI DI NG
SUCH CARE

S 4. Subdivision 5 of section 283 of the agriculture and narkets | aw,
as added by chapter 834 of the Iaws of 1981, is anended and a new subdi -
vision 8-a is added to read as foll ows:

5. Provide assistance to consunmer or non-profit organizations, PUBLIC
OR PRI VATE AGENCI ES, HOSPI TALS AND OTHER HEALTH CARE FACI LI TI ES seeki ng
to purchase or facilitate the purchase of farm products directly from
producers.

8-A. ENCOURAGE THE DEVELOPMENT OF DI RECT MARKETI NG PROGRAMS, W THI N
AREAS OF THE STATE DESI GNATED BY THE DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AS HAVING A
H GH | NCI DENCE OF CHI LDHOOD OBESI TY AND TO | NCREASE THE CONSUMPTI ON OF
FRESH FRU TS AND VEGETABLES TO HELP CURB THE | NCIDENCE OF CH LDHOOD
OBESI TY.

S 5. Subdivision 1 of section 224-b of the county |aw, as added by
chapter 575 of the laws of 1989, is amended to read as foll ows:

1. Agreenents to enploy and nmanage area program specialists. Notwth-
standing the provisions of subdivision eight of section two hundred
twenty-four of this article, two or nore county cooperative extension
associations may enter into a separate agreenent with Cornell university
to enploy area programspecialists. Exanpl es of program areas which
coul d be funded and delivered through the Cornell cooperative extension
system could include but not be limted to water quality, solid waste
managenent, comrercial and alternative agricultural technologies inte-
grated pest managenent, nutrition, diet and health, ADULT AND CHI LDHOCD
OBESI TY, ASTHVA AND CHRONI C RESPI RATORY | LLNESS PREVENTION, comunity
and rural developnent, housing availability and affordability, famly
and econom c well being, and the conpl ex problens of youth at risk. Such

annual agreenents shall identify the titles of the positions to be
supported and the program areas for which they will provide | eadership.
St andards for the enploynment of area program specialists, including

sal aries, shall be established by Cornell university, through the direc-
tor of extension in consultation with county cooperative extension asso-
ciations, apart from standards for the enploynment of professional staff
under section two hundred twenty-four of this article. Area program
specialists shall, for adm nistrative purposes, receive salary paynents
t hrough the Cornell university payroll and for such purposes shall be
deened enployees of Cornell university; provided, however, that their
program activities shall be directed and managed jointly by the partic-
I pati ng associ ations and Cornell university under the terns of the annu-
al menorandum of agreenment. Area program specialists shall be eligible
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to receive the sane state or federal fringe benefits as professiona
staff enpl oyed by the cooperative extension associations under the terns
of section two hundred twenty-four of this article.

S 6. This act shall take effect on the first of January next succeed-
ing the date on which it shall have becone a |l aw, provided that, effec-
tive imediately, any rules and regulations necessary to inplenent the
provisions of this act on its effective date are authorized and directed
to be conpleted on or before such date.



