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AN ACT to anend the environnental conservation law, in relation to wild
and exotic aninmal protection

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Subdivisions 1, 8 and 9 of section 11-0512 of the environ-
nmental conservation | aw, as anended by chapter 10 of the laws of 2005,
are amended to read as foll ows:

1. [No person shall] IT SHALL BE PROH Bl TED FOR ANY PERSON TO

A.  knowi ngly possess, harbor, sell, barter, transfer, exchange or
inmport any wild animal for use as a pet in New York state, except as
provi ded in subdivision three of this section[.]; OR

B. I NTENTI ONALLY RELEASE OR SET AT-LARGE ANY W LD ANl MAL, AUTHORI ZED
BY THI S SECTI ON FOR USE AS A PET, FROM THE LOCATI ON WHERE THE ANI MAL IS
PERM TTED TO BE POSSESSED OR HARBORED.

8. The departnent, any police or peace officer of this state, a |oca
animal control officer, or a duly incorporated society for t he
prevention of <cruelty to animals is hereby authorized to enforce the
provi sions of this section and issue notices of violation to persons in
violation of this section, and shall have the authority to seize any
wild animal held in violation of this section. A county society for the
prevention of cruelty to aninmals nust obtain a warrant before seizing a
wild aninmal or arresting a person who owns or possesses a wld aninal
under this section. WId animals seized or surrendered pursuant to the
provi sions of this section shall be transferred to a duly incorporated
wildlife sanctuary as defined in this section, or a zoological facility,
or shall be humanely euthanized. Any costs associated with seizing,
transferring, RECAPTURI NG or euthanizing a wild animal shall be borne by

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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t he person who owned, harbored or possessed the animal. The departnent
shall also have the authority to seek injunctive relief in any court of
appropriate jurisdiction to prevent continued violations of this
secti on.

9. Notwi thstandi ng any ot her provision of [aw, any person who know ng-
ly breeds a wld animal or know ngly possesses, owns, harbors, sells,
barters, transfers, exchanges, or inports a wild animal for use as a pet
OR | NTENTI ONALLY RELEASES OR SETS AT- LARGE ANY WLD AN MAL, AUTHORI ZED
BY TH S SECTION FOR USE AS A PET, FROM THE LOCATI ON WHERE THE ANI MAL | S
PERM TTED TO BE POSSESSED OR HARBORED in violation of the provisions of
this section shall be subject to a penalty of not nore than five hundred
dollars for the first offense and not nore than one thousand dollars for

a second and subsequent offenses. Each instance of breedi ng, owning,
har bori ng, sale, barter, RELEASE, transfer, exchange, or inport of a
wild animal in violation of this section shall constitute a separate
of f ense.

S 2. Paragraphs b and c¢ of subdivision 3 of section 11-0512 of the
envi ronnental conservation |aw, as amended by chapter 10 of the | aws of
2005, are amended and a new paragraph d is added to read as foll ows:

b. Applies to the departnment within six nonths of the effective date
of this section, and obtains fromthe departnent, a |icense pursuant to
subdi vi sion four of this section; [and]

c. Conplies with all applicable federal, state, or local |aws, includ-
ing any ordinance, rule or regulation adopted by a local board of
health, or any rules and regulations established by the departnent as
requi sites for ownership of such wild animal[.]; AND

D. REPORTS A RELEASE TO THE LOCAL POLICE DEPARTMENT AND AN MAL
CONTROL | MVEDI ATELY UPON DI SCOVERY OF THE RELEASE. EACH ESCAPE DURI NG A
TWELVE MONTH PERI OD OF TI ME WLL SUBJECT THE POSSESSOR TO PENALTIES BY
THE DEPARTMENT PURSUANT TO SUBDI VI SI ONS EI GHT AND NI NE OF THI' S SECTI ON

S 3. This act shall take effect on the sixtieth day after it shal
have becone a | aw



