Co~NOoOUI~,WNE

STATE OF NEW YORK

5069
2011- 2012 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N SENATE
May 3, 2011

Introduced by Sen. HANNON -- read twi ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be committed to the Conmittee on Health

AN ACT to anend the public health law, in relation to raising the |evel
of immunity of children agai nst neni ngococcal disease

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Subdivision 1 of section 613 of the public health Ilaw, as
anended by chapter 36 of the laws of 2010, is amended to read as
fol | ows:

1. (a) The comm ssioner shall devel op and supervise the execution of a
program of i mruni zation, surveillance and testing, to raise to the high-
est reasonable level the imunity of the children of the state against
communi cabl e di seases including, but not Iimted to, influenza, poliom
yelitis, measles, munps, rubella, haenophilus influenzae type b (H b),
di phtheria, pertussis, tetanus, varicella, hepatitis B, pneunpbcocca
di sease, MENI NGOCOCCAL DI SEASE, and the immunity of adults of the state
agai nst diseases identified by the comm ssioner, including but not
limted to influenza, smallpox, and hepatitis. The conm ssioner shal
encourage the nunicipalities in the state to develop and shall assi st
themin the devel opnent and the execution of |ocal programs of inocu-
lation to raise the inmmunity of the children and adults of each munici -
pality to the highest reasonable level. Such programs shall include
provi sion of vaccine, surveillance of vaccine effectiveness by neans of
| aboratory tests, serological testing of individuals and educationa
efforts to informhealth care providers and target popul ations or their
parents, if they are mnors, of the facts relative to these di seases and
i nocul ation to prevent their occurrence.

(b) I'n connection with efforts to raise the immunity of children
agai nst influenza, the conm ssioner shall adm nister a program of influ-
enza education to the famlies of children ages six nonths to ei ghteen
years of age who attend |licensed and regi stered day care prograns, nurs-
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ery schools, pre-kindergarten, kindergarten, school age child care
programnms, public schools or non-public schools. Such program shal

I ncl ude educational materials on influenza and the benefits of influenza
i mruni zations to be nade avail able on the departnment's website in antic-
i pation of tinmes of highest risk for contraction of influenza as deter-
m ned by the comm ssioner. The office of children and famly services,
the departnent of education, and the New York city departnment of health
and nmental hygi ene shall, as part of their routine notification proc-
esses, notify |licensed and registered day care prograns, nursery
school s, pre-kindergarten prograns, kindergarten prograns, school age
child care programs, public schools and non-public schools that the
i nformati on regardi ng i mmuni zations for influenza is free and accessible
on the departnment's website and such information shall be posted in such
i censed and regi stered day care progranms, nursery schools, pre-Kkinder-
gartens, kindergartens, school age child care prograns, public schools
and non-public schools in plain viewin anticipation of such tinmes of
hi ghest risk for contraction of influenza as determ ned by the comm s-
si oner.

(c) I'N CONNECTION WTH EFFORTS TO RAISE THE IMMUNITY OF CH LDREN
AGAI NST MENI NGOCOCCAL DI SEASE THE COWM SSI ONER SHALL ADM NI STER A
PROGRAM OF MENI NGOCOCCAL EDUCATI ON TO THE FAM LIES OF CHI LDREN ELEVEN
YEARS TO EIGHTEEN YEARS OF AGE WHO ATTEND SCHOOL AGE CH LD CARE
PROGRAMS, PUBLI C SCHOOLS OR NONPUBLIC SCHOOLS. SUCH PROGRAM SHALL
| NCLUDE EDUCATI ONAL MATERI ALS REGARDI NG THE MENI NGOCOCCAL DI SEASE, THE
BENEFI TS OF MENI NGOCOCCAL DI SEASE | MMUNI ZATI ONS, APPROPRI ATE ACGE TO
RECEI VE THE VACCI NE, PURSUANT TO THE CENTERS FOR DI SEASE CONTROL AND
PREVENTI ON' S ADVI SORY COMM TTEE ON | MVUNI ZATI ON  PRACTI CES, AND SHALL
| NCLUDE | NFORVATION ON HOW ADOLESCENTS MAY ACCESS THE VACCI NE. SUCH
MATERI ALS SHALL BE MADE AVAILABLE ON THE DEPARTMENT'S WEBSITE. THE
EDUCATI ON DEPARTMENT AND THE NEW YORK CI TY DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND
MENTAL HYQ ENE SHALL, AS PART OF THEI R ROUTI NE NOTI FI CATI ON PROCESSES,
NOTI FY SCHOOL AGE CH LD CARE PROGRAMS, PUBLI C SCHOOLS AND NON- PUBLI C
SCHOOLS THAT THE | NFORMATI ON REGARDI NG | MMUNI ZATI ONS FOR MENI NGOCOCCAL
DISEASE |S FREE AND ACCESSIBLE ON THE DEPARTMENT' S WEBSI TE AND SUCH
| NFORVMATI ON SHALL BE POSTED IN SUCH SCHOOL AGE CH LD CARE PROGRAMS,
PUBLI C SCHOOLS AND NON- PUBLI C SCHOOLS I N PLAIN VI EW

(D) The conm ssioner shall invite and encourage the active assistance
and cooperation in such education activities of: the nedical societies,
organi zations of other licensed health personnel, hospitals, corpo-
rations subject to article forty-three of the insurance law, trade
uni ons, trade associations, parents and teachers and their associ ations,
organi zations of child care resource and referral agencies, the nedia of
mass contmuni cation, and such other voluntary groups and organi zati ons of
citizens as he or she shall deem appropriate. The public health council
the departnent of education, the departnment of fam |y assistance, and

the departnent of nmental hygiene shall provide the conmm ssioner wth
such assistance in carrying out the programas he or she shall request.
Al'l other state agencies shall also render such assistance as the

commi ssioner nmay reasonably require for this program Nothing in this
subdi vi si on shall authorize mandatory i mmuni zation of adults or chil-
dren, except as provided in sections twenty-one hundred sixty-four and
twenty-one hundred sixty-five of this chapter.

S 2. This act shall take effect August 1, 2011.



