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STATE OF NEW YORK

4287--B
2011- 2012 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N SENATE
March 28, 2011

Introduced by Sens. JOHNSON, AVELLA -- read twi ce and ordered printed,
and when printed to be conmtted to the Commttee on Environnental
Conservation -- conmmttee discharged, bill anended, ordered reprinted
as amended and recomritted to said cormittee -- recommitted to the
Committee on Environnental Conservation in accordance with Senate Rul e
6, sec. 8 -- conmittee discharged, bill amended, ordered reprinted as
anmended and reconmitted to said conmttee

AN ACT to anend the environnental conservation law, in relation to
establishing the seagrass protection act

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Article 13 of the environnental conservation |aw is anended
by adding a newtitle 7 to read as foll ows:
TITLE 7
SEAGRASS PROTECTI ON ACT
SECTI ON 13-0701. SHORT TI TLE.
13-0703. DEFI NI TI ONS.
13-0705. DEPARTMENTAL RESPONSI BI LI TI ES.
S 13-0701. SHORT TI TLE.

TH S ACT SHALL BE KNOMWN AND MAY BE CI TED AS THE SEAGRASS PROTECTI ON
ACT.

S 13-0703. DEFI NI TI ONS.

1. "COASTAL COWUN TY" SHALL MEAN A MUNI Cl PAL CORPORATI ON, AS DEFI NED
| N SECTI ON TWO OF THE GENERAL MUNI Cl PAL LAW | N NASSAU AND SUFFOLK COUN-
Tl ES.

2. "SEAGRASS' SHALL MEAN ROOTED, VASCULAR, FLOWERI NG MARI NE PLANTS
THAT ARE SUBMERGED IN NEW YORK S BAYS AND COASTAL WATERS, | NCLUDI NG
ZOSTERA MARI NA AND RUPPI A MARI TI MA.

S 13-0705. DEPARTMENTAL RESPONSI Bl LI Tl ES.

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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1. THE DEPARTMENT SHALL DESI GNATE SEAGRASS MANAGEMENT AREAS. DESI G
NATION OF SUCH AREAS SHALL | NCLUDE CONSI DERATI ON, ON A GEOGRAPHI C OR
ESTUARI NE BASI S, OF LI KELY THREATS TO SEAGRASS.

2. FOR EACH DESI GNATED SEAGRASS MANAGEMENT AREA, THE DEPARTMENT SHALL
DEVELOP AND ADOPT A SEAGRASS MANAGEMENT PLAN TO GUI DE THE DEVELOPMENT OF
RULES AND REGULATI ONS PURSUANT TO SUBDIVISION THREE OF THI'S SECTI ON.
SUCH PLAN SHALL BE DEVELOPED AFTER CONSULTATI ON W TH LOCAL GOVERNVENTS,
REPRESENTATI VES OF RECREATI ONAL BOATI NG | NTERESTS, THE MARI NE | NDUSTRI ES
(1 NCLUDI NG COMWWERCI AL AND RECREATI ONAL SHELL FI SHERVEN, AND COMVERCI AL
SHELL FISH FARMERS), AFFECTED PROPERTY OMERS, AND OTHER STAKEHOLDERS,
SO AS TO EFFECTI VELY MANAGE AND PROTECT SEAGRASS BEDS AND SEAGRASS
RESTORATI ON EFFORTS AT THOSE LOCATI ONS AT WHI CH THE RESTORATI ON OF SEAG
RASS | S REASONABLY PGOSSI BLE. SUCH PLANS SHALL, TO THE EXTENT PRACTI CA-
BLE, TAKE | NTO CONSI DERATI ON, THE GOALS OF EXI STING ESTUARY PROGRANS.
IN ADDI TI ON, SEAGRASS NMANAGEMENT PLANS SHALL SEEK TO PRESERVE TRADI -
TI ONAL RECREATI ONAL ACTI VI TI ES, | NCLUDI NG RECREATI ONAL BOATI NG AND MARI -
NA OPERATI ONS, AS WELL AS FINFI SHING SHELLFI SHING AND TOURI SM WH LE
ENSURI NG SUCH ACTI VI TIES DO NOT THREATEN SEAGRASS BEDS OR NEGATE SEAG
RASS RESTORATI ON EFFORTS.

3. THE DEPARTMENT SHALL HAVE THE AUTHORI TY TO ADOPT RULES AND REGJ
LATI ONS TO REGULATE COASTAL AND MARI NE ACTI VI TI ES THAT THREATEN SEAGRASS
BEDS OR SEAGRASS RESTORATI ON EFFORTS.

4. THE DEPARTMENT SHALL HAVE THE AUTHORI TY TO RESTRI CT THE USE OF
MECHANI CAL- PONERED FI SHHNG OR SHELLFI SHING GEAR WHI CH MAY DI RECTLY
| MPACT SEAGRASS BEDS, | NCLUDI NG CHURNI NG, DREDGES, RAKES AND TONGS.

5. THE DEPARTMENT SHALL | DENTI FY WATER QUALI TY | MPACTS SUCH AS NI TRO-
GEN POLLUTI ON AND MAKE RECOMVENDATI ONS ON HOW TO M NI M ZE SUCH | MPACTS.

6. THE DEPARTMENT SHALL MAKE | NFORMATI ON CONCERNI NG THE | MPORTANCE OF
SEAGRASS PROTECTION AND THE STATUS OF SEAGRASS RESTORATI ON EFFORTS
AVAI LABLE ON THE DEPARTMENT WEBSI TE.

S 2. This act shall take effect on the one hundred fiftieth day after
it shall have becone a | aw.



