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AN ACT to amend the vehicle and traffic law, in relation to the defi-
nition and use of all terrain vehicles and recreational off-highway
vehi cl es

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Subdivision 1 of section 2281 of the vehicle and traffic
law, as anended by chapter 319 of the |aws of 1997, is anended to read
as foll ows:

1. (a) "All terrain vehicle" or "ATV' neans any self-propelled vehicle
whi ch is manufactured for sale for operation primarily on off-highway
trails or off-highway conpetitions and only incidentally operated on
publ i ¢ hi ghways providing that such vehicle does not exceed [seventy]
FIFTY inches in wdth, or one thousand TWO HUNDRED pounds dry wei ght.
Provi ded, however, this definition shall not include a "snownobile" or
other self-propelled vehicles manufactured for off-highway use excl u-
sively designed for travel on snow or ice, steered by skis or runners
and supported in whole or in part by one or nore skis, belts or cleats
which utilize an endl ess belt tread.

(b) "RECREATI ONAL OFF- H GHWAY VEHI CLE' OR "ROV' MEANS ANY SELF-PRO
PELLED VEH CLE WHI CH | S MANUFACTURED FOR SALE FOR OPERATI ON PRI MARI LY ON
OFF-H GHWAY TRAILS OR OFF-H GHWAY COVPETI TI ONS AND ONLY | NCI DENTALLY
OPERATED ON PUBLI C H GHWAYS PROVI DI NG THAT SUCH VEHI CLE DOES NOT EXCEED
SEVENTY INCHES IN WDTH, OR TWO THOUSAND POUNDS DRY WEI GHT. PROVI DED
HONEVER, THAT THI S DEFI NI TI ON SHALL NOT | NCLUDE A "SNOMWOBI LE" OR OTHER
SELF- PROPELLED VEH CLES MANUFACTURED FOR OFF-H GHWAY USE EXCLUSI VELY
DESI GNED FOR TRAVEL ON SNOWCOR I CE, STEERED BY SKIS OR RUNNERS AND
SUPPORTED | N WHOLE OR I N PART BY ONE OR MORE SKI' S, BELTS OR CLEATS WHI CH
UTI LI ZE AN ENDLESS BELT TREAD.

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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(O Notwi thstanding the provisions of [paragraph] PARAGRAPHS (a) AND
(B) of this subdivision, the [tern] TERMS "all terrain vehicle" [or],
"ATV', "RECREATI ONAL OFF-H GHWAY VEHI CLE" AND "ROV" shall not include
any vehicle used for agricultural purposes or for snowl ow ng, other
than for hire, provided, however, that any such vehicle shall register
as an "all terrain vehicle" [or], "ATV', "RECREATI ONAL OFF- H GHWAY VEHI -
CLE" OR "ROV' pursuant to the provisions of this article if such vehicle
is used or is intended to be used for any purpose other than agricul-
tural purposes or for snowpl owi ng and shall be regulated in accordance
wi th provisions governing the operation of "all terrain vehicles" [or],
"ATV' s", "RECREATIONAL OFF-H GHWAY VEH CLES' OR "ROV'S" while in such
use.

S 2. Section 2405 of the vehicle and traffic |aw, as added by chapter
402 of the laws of 1986, is anended to read as foll ows:

S 2405. Designation of highways and public |lands for travel by ATVs
AND ROVS. 1. Hi ghways. Except with respect to interstate highways or
controlled access highways, the departnment of transportation wth
respect to state hi ghways, maintained by the state and any ot her govern-
nmental agency with respect to highways, including bridge and culvert
crossings, under its jurisdiction may designate and post any such public
hi ghway or portion thereof as open for travel by ATVs [when in the
determ nation of the governnental agency concerned, it is otherw se
i npossi ble for ATVs] AND ROVS to gain access to areas or trails adjacent
to the highway. Such designations by a state agency shall be by rule or
regul ati on, and such designations by any municipality other than a state
agency shall be by local |aw or ordi nance.

2. Public lands other than highways. A governmental agency other than
a municipality, by regulation or order, and a mnunicipality, by ordinance
or local law, nay designate any appropriate public Iands, waters and
properties other than highways under its jurisdiction as a place open
for travel by ATVs AND ROVS upon witten request for such designation by
any person, and nay inpose restrictions and conditions for the regu-
| ation and safe operation of ATVs AND ROVS on such public property, such
as travel on designated trails and hours of operation. In addition ther-
eto, such agency or nunicipality may not require the operator of an ATV
OR ROV to possess a notor vehicle operator's license. A nunicipality nay
charge a fee for use of ATVs AND ROVS on such public | ands.

3. Signs and markers. (a) Such designated hi ghways or portions thereof
or designated | ands shall be identified by markers in such manner as nay
be provided by rules and regul ati ons of the conmm ssi oner.

(b) Al signs or markers shall be erected at the expense of the state
or rmunicipality, provided, however, that the nunicipality nmay accept
funds or contributions therefor fromprivate persons, clubs or associ-
ations interested in the pronotion of ATVs AND ROVS.

4. Any regulation, order, local |law or ordi nance which designhates a
hi ghway or portion thereof or designated |ands which nay be used for ATV
AND ROV operations nmay include rules and inpose restrictions and condi -
tions for the regulation and safe operation of ATVs AND ROVS on the
hi ghways and | ands so desi gnhated, such as travel on designated trails
and hours of operation. Any restriction or condition not contained in
this chapter nust be posted.

5. Copies of orders, regulations, |local |aws or ordi nances adopted by
governmental agencies pursuant to this section shall be filed with the
conmi ssi oner .

S 3. This act shall take effect on the thirtieth day after it shal
have becone a | aw



