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STATE OF NEW YORK

S. 3552--A A. 5668--A
Cal . No. 580

2011- 2012 Regul ar Sessi ons
SENATE- ASSEMBLY
February 25, 2011

IN SENATE -- Introduced by Sens. RITCH E, AVELLA, DeFRANCI SCO, GALLI VAN
-- read twice and ordered printed, and when printed to be conmtted to
the Committee on Local CGovernnent -- reconmitted to the Conmittee on
Local Governnent in accordance with Senate Rule 6, sec. 8 -- reported
favorably fromsaid commttee and conmitted to the Conmittee on
Finance -- reported favorably fromsaid coonmittee, ordered to first
and second report, ordered to a third reading, anended and ordered
reprinted, retaining its place in the order of third reading

I N ASSEMBLY -- Introduced by M of A MAGEE, TENNEY, G G.IO OAKS, MDO
NOUGH, MURRAY, GRAF, BRINDI SI -- read once and referred to the Comit -
tee on Local Governnents -- reconmitted to the Commttee on Loca
Governments in accordance with Assenbly Rule 3, sec. 2 -- comittee
di scharged, bill anended, ordered reprinted as anmended and reconmmtted

to said conm ttee

AN ACT to anmend the general municipal law, in relation to authorizing a
municipality to contract for the assi st ance of a volunteer
wi | derness/inl and search and rescue team

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED I N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Section 209-bb of the general municipal |aw, as anended by
chapter 482 of the laws of 1997, is amended to read as foll ows:

S 209-bb. Specialized teans; VOLUNTEER W LDERNESS/ | NLAND SEARCH AND
RESCUE TEAMS. 1. A By resolution, after a public hearing the governing
body of each county, <city and town is authorized, respectively, to
establish, maintain and supervise nunicipal-wide and inter-nunicipa
speci al i zed t eans.

[2.] B. Counties, cities and towns are authorized to appropriate and
expend such suns as are deenmed necessary to establish and nmmintain
speci ali zed teans pursuant to this section.

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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[3.] C.  Minicipalities and organi zations that insure volunteer fire-
fighters, volunteer anbul ance workers or nunicipal enployees, as the
term "enpl oyee" is defined under section eighteen of the public officers
| aw, may extend such insurance coverage to nmenbers of a specialized team
by resol ution.

[4.] D. For the purposes of this section, "specialized teans" shall
mean any emergency team or squad conposed of volunteer firefighters,
vol unteer anbul ance workers or nunicipal enployees, who shall have
attained the mninmum |l evel of training or experience to neet qualifying
standards established by the office of fire prevention and control, and
which is adm nistered by the state, a county, <city or town for the
pur poses of training for or responding to a nman nade or natural disaster
by carrying out any activities which are within the relevant training
and expertise of such municipal enployees or are authorized pursuant to
the volunteer firefighters' benefit |aw or the vol unteer ambul ance wor k-
ers' benefit |aw but which are not nornmally provided by such entities.

2. A THE GOVERNING BODY OF EACH COUNTY, CITY, TOAN AND VILLACGE IS
AUTHORI ZED, RESPECTI VELY, TO CONTRACT FOR THE ASSI STANCE OF A VOLUNTEER
W LDERNESS/ | NLAND SEARCH AND RESCUE TEAM FOR THE PURPOSE OF LOCATI NG AND
RESCU NG AN | NDI VI DUAL OR | NDI VI DUALS.

B. NO MUNIClI PALITY SHALL BE LI ABLE FOR THE | NJURY, DEATH OR DAMAGE TO
A VOLUNTEER W LDERNESS/ | NLAND SEARCH AND RESCUE TEAM OR | TS MEMBERS
OCCURRING DURING THE PERFORMANCE OF THE ACTI VI TI ES AUTHORI ZED BY THI' S
SECTI ON. SUCH TEAM AND | TS MEMBERS SHALL | NDEMNI FY AND HOLD HARMLESS THE
MUNI Cl PALI TY THAT CONTRACTED FOR ASSISTANCE WTH  SUCH  VOLUNTEER
W LDERNESS/ | NLAND SEARCH AND RESCUE TEAM PURSUANT TO THI'S SECTI ON
AGAI NST ANY CLAIM OF LI ABILITY FOR ANY | NJURY, DEATH OR PROPERTY DAMAGE
THAT MAY OCCUR AS A RESULT OF AN ACT OF SUCH TEAM AND | TS MEMBERS,
| NCLUDI NG BUT NOT LIMTED TO, ANY |INDEMNITY PAID, ATTORNEYS  FEES,
COSTS AND LI TI GATI ON EXPENSES. THE PROVI SIONS OF THI' S SUBDI VI SI ON SHALL
NOT APPLY WHEN THE MUNI Cl PALI TY HAS ENGAGED | N W LLFUL M SCONDUCT, GRCSS
NEGLI GENCE OR RECKLESSNESS.

C. FOR PURPCSES OF THI S SECTI ON, "VOLUNTEER W LDERNESS/ | NLAND SEARCH
AND RESCUE TEAM' OR "TEAM SHALL MEAN AN ORGANI ZATI ON: WHOSE MEMBERS
HAVE OBTAI NED A M Nl MUM LEVEL OF TRAI NI NG OR EXPERI ENCE AS MAY BE ESTAB-
LI SHED BY THE DEPARTMENT OF ENVI RONVENTAL CONSERVATION'S OFFICE OF
PUBLI C PROTECTI ON;, THAT IS FORMED FOR THE PURPOSE OF LOCATI NG AND RESCU
ING OR RECOVERING A KNOAN | NDIVIDUAL OR KNOMN | NDI VI DUALS, | N AN
UNKNOWN LOCATI ON, WHOSE SAFETY MAY BE THREATENED BY CONDI TI ONS RELATED
TO THE ENVI RONVENT OR OTHER FACTORS; THAT | S | NCORPORATED UNDER THE LAWS
OF NEW YORK STATE; AND THAT OPERATES NOT FOR PECUNI ARY PROFI T OR FI NAN-
Cl AL GAI N.

D. FOR THE PURPCSES OF THIS SECTION, "VOLUNTEER W LDERNESS/ | NLAND
SEARCH AND RESCUE TEAM MEMBER' SHALL MEAN AN ACTI VE VOLUNTEER MEMBER OF
A VOLUNTEER SEARCH AND RESCUE TEAM VWHO MEETS THE M NI MUM LEVEL OF TRAI N-
| NG OR EXPERI ENCE PURSUANT TO PARAGRAPH C OF THIS SUBDIVISION AND IS
SPECIFIED ON A LIST REGULARLY MAINTAINED BY THE VOLUNTEER
W LDERNESS/ | NLAND SEARCH AND RESCUE TEAM SUCH LI ST SHALL BE PROVI DED TO
A REQUESTI NG MUNI Cl PALI TY. I N ADDI TI ON, FOR PURPOSES OF THI S SECTION, A
VOLUNTEER W LDERNESS/ | NLAND SEARCH AND RESCUE TEAM MEMBER SHALL BE AN
| NDEPENDENT CONTRACTOR AND SHALL NOT BE CONSI DERED AN OFFI CER OR EMPLOY-
EE OF THE CONTRACTI NG MUNI Cl PALI TY.

S 2. This act shall take effect imediately.



