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STATE OF NEW YORK

2359--A
2011- 2012 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N SENATE
January 19, 2011

Introduced by Sens. SEWARD, LARKIN -- read twi ce and ordered printed,
and when printed to be conmtted to the Commttee on Transportation --
recommtted to the Cormmttee on Transportation in accordance wth
Senate Rule 6, sec. 8 -- commttee discharged, bill amended, ordered
reprinted as anmended and reconmtted to said comittee

AN ACT to anend the transportation |law, the state finance law, the tax
law and the public authorities law, in relation to prograns that
pronote and protect the safety of truck drivers in New York state

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. This act shall be known and may be cited as "Jason's Law'

S 2. Legislative intent. The |l egislature finds and declares that there
is a great need to provide truck drivers with safe places to rest while
wai ting for pending appointnments or to conply wth federal hours of
service regulations. Federal law requires notor carrier operators to
rest for a period of ten hours after driving for eleven consecutive
hours. Federal |aw further prohibits notor carrier operators fromdriv-
ing nore than sixty hours over a seven day period. These requirenents
are only exacerbating the shortage of safe parking areas for notor
carriers, forcing many drivers to park in desolate, poorly [|it areas
with little or no security. Many shippers and receivers of freight do
not allow truckers into their facilities until just before their sched-
uled appointnent tine and insist that they | eave pronptly once delivery
is conplete. It is inperative that the |egislature address the current
shortage of long-term parking for comrercial notor vehicles to ensure
t he personal safety and security of those who transport goods and
provi de essential services for the people of the state of New York.

S 3. The transportation |law is anended by addi ng a new section 140-a
to read as foll ows:

S 140-A. MOTOR CARRI ER SAFETY AND SECURI TY REVOLVI NG LOAN PROGRAM 1.
THE COVMM SSI ONER SHALL ESTABLI SH AND MAI NTAIN A MOTOR CARRI ER SAFETY AND

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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SECURI TY REVOLVI NG LOAN PROGRAM TO PROVI DE LOANS TO ELI G BLE APPLI CANTS
TO MAKE SAFETY AND SECURITY UPGRADES ON THEIR FACILITIES FOR THE
PURPOSES DESI GNATED I N THI S SECTI ON. SUCH PROGRAM SHALL PROVI DE | NTEREST
FREE LOANS TO ELI G BLE APPLI CANTS FOR SUCH SAFETY AND SECURI TY | MPROVE-
MENT PRQIECTS AS THE COWM SSI ONER SHALL DEEM TO BE ELI A BLE PURSUANT TO
THI S SECTI ON.

2. STATE FI NANCI AL ASSI STANCE I N THE FORM OF A LOAN MAY BE PROVI DED,
SUBJECT TO APPROPRI ATI ON BY THE LEQ SLATURE, TO RECI PI ENTS FOR ELI G BLE
PRQJECTS AS DEFINED |IN TH' S SECTI ON. ANY FI NANCI AL ASSI STANCE AWARDED
SHALL BE PROVI DED FROM THE MOTOR CARRI ER SAFETY AND SECURITY REVOLVI NG
LOAN FUND ESTABLI SHED PURSUANT TO SECTI ON NI NETY-N NE-U OF THE STATE
FI NANCE LAW

3. ELI G BLE APPLI CANTS SHALL MEAN OANERS AND OPERATORS OF PRI VATE REST
AREAS, TRUCK STOPS, TRAVEL PLAZAS, AND ANY OTHER FACI LI TY WH CH PROVI DES
MOTOR CARRI ERS W TH A SAFE PLACE TO REST WHILE WAITING FOR SCHEDULED
APPO NTMENTS AND/ OR COVPLYI NG W TH FEDERAL HOURS OF SERVI CE REGULATI ONS.

4. ELI A BLE PROIECTS SHALL | NCLUDE: (A) THE PURCHASE AND | NSTALLATI ON
OF NEW SECURI TY SYSTEMS, | NCLUDI NG BUT NOT LIM TED TO ALARMS AND VI DEO
SURVEI LLANCE EQUI PMENT; (B) THE PURCHASE AND | NSTALLATI ON OF NEW OR
| MPROVED LI GHTI NG EQUI PMENT TO PROVI DE ENHANCED VI SIBILITY IN PARKING
AREAS; (O H RING OR OTHERW SE MAI NTAI NI NG SECURI TY GUARDS THAT PROVI DE
REGULAR PATROLS OF THE ENTIRE FACILITY; (D) THE CONSTRUCTION OF NEW
PARKING FACILITIES; AND (E) UPGRADI NG AND | MPROVI NG EXI STI NG PARKI NG
FACI LI Tl ES.

5. THE COW SSI ONER SHALL PROMULGATE RULES AND REGULATIONS FOR THE
PURPCSE OF CARRYI NG OQUT THE PROVI SI ONS OF THI S SECTI ON, | NCLUDI NG ESTAB-
LISH NG (A) AN APPLICATION PROCESS WHEREBY ELI G BLE APPLI CANTS MAY
APPLY FOR LOANS; (B) CRITERI A AND STANDARDS FOR DETERM NI NG AN APPLI -
CANT'S ELIGBILITY FOR A LOAN, (C CRITERI A AND STANDARDS TO BE USED I N
DETERM NI NG THE AMOUNT OF FI NANCI AL ASSI STANCE TO BE PROVIDED TO EACH
APPLI CANT; AND (D) CRI TERI A AND STANDARDS TO BE USED | N DETERM NI NG THE
LOAN REPAYMENT PERI ODS AND THE TERMS OF REPAYMENT AGREEMENTS.

6. NOTHING IN THI S SECTI ON SHALL BE CONSTRUED TO PREVENT APPLI CANTS
VWHO HAVE RECEIVED TAX CREDI TS PURSUANT TO SUBDI VI SI ON FORTY- FI VE OF
SECTI ON TWD HUNDRED TEN OF THE TAX LAW FROM PARTI Cl PATING IN THE MOTOR
CARRI ER SAFETY AND SECURITY REVOLVI NG LOAN PROGRAM OFFERED UNDER THI S
SECTI ON.

S 4. The state finance |law is anended by adding a new section 99-u to
read as follows:

S 99-U  MOTOR CARRIER SAFETY AND SECURI TY REVOLVI NG LOAN FUND. 1.
THERE | S HEREBY ESTABLI SHED IN THE JO NT CUSTODY OF THE STATE COWP-
TROLLER AND THE COWM SSI ONER OF TAXATI ON AND FI NANCE A SPECI AL FUND TO
BE KNOWN AS THE MOTOR CARRI ER SAFETY AND SECURI TY REVOLVI NG LOAN FUND.

2. SUCH FUND SHALL CONSI ST OF ALL MONI ES APPROPRI ATED FOR | TS PURPCSE,
ALL MONI ES TRANSFERRED TO SUCH FUND PURSUANT TO LAW AND ALL MONIES
REQUI RED TO BE PAID I NTO OR CREDI TED TO THI S FUND, | NCLUDI NG ALL MONI ES
RECEI VED BY THE FUND OR DONATED TO I T, AND PAYMENT OF PRI NCI PAL ON LOANS
MADE FROM THE FUND.

3. MONIES OF THE FUND, WHEN ALLOCATED, SHALL BE MADE AVAI LABLE TO THE
COW SSI ONER  OF TRANSPORTATI ON TO PROVI DE LOANS PURSUANT TO SECTI ON ONE
HUNDRED FORTY- A OF THE TRANSPORTATI ON LAW

S 5. Section 210 of the tax law is anended by addi ng two new subdivi -
sions 45 and 46 to read as foll ows:

45. CREDIT FOR PROVIDI NG A SAFE HARBOR FOR MOTOR CARRI ERS. (A) FOR
TAXABLE YEARS BEG NNI NG ON OR AFTER JANUARY FI RST, TWDO THOUSAND THI R-
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TEEN, A QUALIFYING TAXPAYER SHALL BE ALLONED A CREDI T AGAI NST ANY TAX
DUE UNDER THI S ARTI CLE I N AN AMOUNT OF TWENTY PERCENT.

(B) (1) FOR THE PURPOSES OF THI' S SUBDI VI SI ON, A "QUALI FYI NG TAXPAYER'
ALLOANED A CREDI T SHALL MEAN A TAXPAYER ENGAGED IN THE SHI PPI NG AND/ OR
RECEIVING OF ANY COWODITIES VIA A MOTOR CARRI ER, OR AN | NDI VI DUAL,
El THER OF WHI CH PROVI DES QUALI FYI NG MOTOR CARRIERS SERVICES AT THEIR
FACI LI TIES THAT PROVIDE A SECURE AREA | N WH CH SUCH MOTOR CARRI ERS MAY
VAI T FOR PENDI NG APPO NTMENTS OR TO COWLY W TH FEDERAL HOURS OF SERVI CE
REGULATI ONS.

(2) FOR THE PURPCSES OF THI'S SUBDI VI SI ON, A "QUALI FYI NG MOTOR CARRI ER'
SHALL MEAN A MOTOR CARRI ER THAT IS NOT EMPLOYED BY THE TAXPAYER OR A
COVPANY OR CORPORATI ON THAT IS AFFI LI ATED W TH THE TAXPAYER

(© QUALIFYING TAXPAYERS WHO APPLY FOR AND RECEI VE SUCH CREDI T FOR
PROVI DI NG SAFE HARBOR FOR MOTOR CARRI ERS SHALL NOT BE LI ABLE FOR | NJURY
OR DEATH TO ANY PERSON OR FOR ANY PROPERTY DAMAGE OCCURRI NG ON OR AT THE
FACILITY PROVIDED, HOWEVER, THAT SUCH TAXPAYER SHALL NOT BE PROTECTED
FROM LI ABI LI TY CAUSED BY THE | NTENTI ONAL, W LLFUL, AND RECKLESS M SCON
DUCT OF SUCH TAXPAYER

46. CREDIT FOR SECURITY UPGRADES AND PARKI NG | MPROVEMENTS AT REST
AREAS. (A) FOR TAXABLE YEARS BEG NNI NG ON OR AFTER JANUARY FIRST, TWD
THOUSAND THI RTEEN, A QUALIFYING TAXPAYER SHALL BE ALLOWNED A CREDI T
AGAI NST ANY TAX DUE UNDER THI S ARTICLE IN AN AMOUNT EQUAL TO FIFTY
PERCENT OF THE TOTAL EXPENDI TURES FOR THE PURCHASE, | NSTALLATI ON AND/ OR
MAI NTENANCE OF A QUALI FYI NG PRQJECT OR PRQJECTS THAT ARE |INTENDED TO
| MVROVE THE SAFETY AND SECURITY OF FACI LI TIES OPERATED BY QUALI FYI NG
TAXPAYERS.

(B) FOR THE PURPCSES OF THI'S SUBDI VI SI ON A " QUALI FYI NG TAXPAYER' SHALL
MEAN OMNERS AND OPERATORS OF PRI VATE REST AREAS, TRUCK STOPS, TRAVEL
PLAZAS AND ANY OTHER FACI LI TY WHI CH PROVI DES MOTOR CARRI ERS W TH A SAFE
PLACE TO REST WHI LE WAI TI NG FOR SCHEDULED APPO NTMENTS AND/ OR COWPLYI NG
W TH FEDERAL HOURS OF SERVI CE REGULATI ONS.

(© FOR PURPCSES OF THI'S SUBDI VI SI ON, A "QUALI FYI NG PRQJECT" | NCLUDES
THE FOLLOW NG

(1) THE PURCHASE AND | NSTALLATI ON OF NEW SECURI TY SYSTEMS, | NCLUDI NG
BUT NOT LI M TED TO ALARMS AND VI DEO SURVEI LLANCE EQUI PMENT;

(2) THE PURCHASE AND | NSTALLATI ON OF NEW OR | MPROVED LI GHTI NG EQUI P-
MENT TO PROVI DE ENHANCED VI SI BI LI TY I N PARKI NG AREAS;

(3) H RING OR OTHERW SE MAI NTAI NI NG SECURI TY GUARDS THAT PROVI DE REGUJ
LAR PATROLS OF THE ENTI RE FACI LI TY;

(4) THE CONSTRUCTI ON OF NEW PARKI NG FACI LI TI ES; AND

(5) UPGRADI NG AND | MPROVI NG EXI STI NG PARKI NG FACI LI Tl ES.

(D) NOTHING IN THI'S SUBDI VI SI ON SHALL BE CONSTRUED TO PREVENT TAXPAY-
ERS WHO HAVE RECEI VED FUNDI NG THROUGH THE MOTOR CARRI ER SAFETY AND SECU
RITY REVOLVING LOAN PROGRAM FROM BEING ELIGdBLE FOR THE TAX CREDI T
OFFERED I N THI S SECTI ON.

S 6. The public authorities law is anended by addi ng a new section 389
to read as foll ows:

S 389. "BULL PEN' DEMONSTRATI ON PROGRAM 1. THE COW SSI ONER SHALL
NI TIATE A PROGRAM FOR THE ESTABLI SHVENT OF ADDI Tl ONAL REST AREAS FOR
COWMMERCI AL TRUCK DRI VERS ALONG THE NEW YORK STATE THRUWAY.

2. I N PURSU NG THE DEVELOPMENT OF SUCH FACILITIES THE COW SSI ONER
SHALL WORK | N CONSULTATI ON W TH REPRESENTATI VES OF THE NEW YORK TRUCKI NG
| NDUSTRY TO ASSESS POTENTI AL SI TE OPTI ONS W TH AN EMPHASI S ON ADAPTI VE
REUSE AND/ OR MODI FI CATI ON OF EXI STI NG | NFRASTRUCTURE AND CAPI TAL FACI LI -
TIES TO MAXIM ZE THE AVAI LABI LI TY OF REST AREA SERVI CES I N THE MOST COST
EFFECTI VE MANNER PCSSI BLE.
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3. IN CONCERT WTH THE AFOREMENTI ONED | NVENTORYI NG AND PLANN NG
EFFORTS, THE COWM SSI ONER SHALL | NI TI ATE A DEMONSTRATI ON BULL PEN PI LOT
PRQJIECT WHI CH SHALL TEST THE AFFORDABI LI TY AND EFFECTI VENESS OF DEVELOP-
| NG DEDI CATED PARKI NG FACI LI TIES AS A LOW COST OPTI ON FOR OFFERI NG SAFE
HARBOR FOR TRUCK DRIVERS | N NEW YORK STATE. SUCH FACI LI TIES SHALL BE
EQUI PPED W TH FENCI NG, SECURI TY CAMERAS, GATED ENTRANCES, ELECTRI C HOCK-
UPS FOR POVNERI NG APPLI ANCES AND EQUI PMENT | N | NDI VI DUAL TRUCK CABI NS AND
TRUCK DRI VER SLEEPER QUARTERS AND LI M TED LAVATORY ACCOMWODATIONS. IN
PURSU NG SUCH FACI LI TIES, THE COWM SSI ONER SHALL CONSI DER THE POTENTI AL
FOR UTI LI ZI NG E- ZPASS TECHNOLOGY AS A MEANS FOR ENHANCI NG PUBLI C SAFETY
AND SECURI TY.

S 7. This act shall take effect immediately.



