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STATE OF NEW YORK

1824--A
2011- 2012 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N SENATE
January 13, 2011

Introduced by Sen. MARTINS -- read twi ce and ordered printed, and when

printed to be committed to the Conmittee on Local Governnment -- recom
mtted to the Conmttee on Local Governnent in accordance with Senate
Rule 6, sec. 8 -- comittee discharged, bill anmended, ordered

reprinted as anmended and reconmtted to said commttee

AN ACT to anend the general nunicipal |law and the nmunicipal honme rule
law, in relation to the requirenents for consolidating or dissolving
certain local governnment entities and to repeal sections 758, 759, 780
and 781 of the general nunicipal law relating thereto

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Subdivision 2 of section 752 of the general nunicipal |aw,
as added by chapter 74 of the laws of 2009, is anended to read as
fol | ows:

2. The proposed joint consolidation agreenment shall specify:

(a) the name of each |ocal governnent entity to be consoli dated,;

(b) the name of the proposed consolidated | ocal governnent entity,
whi ch nane shall be such as to distinguish it fromthe nane of any other
like unit of government in the state of New York (except the name of any
one of the entities to be consolidated);

(c) the rights, duties and obligations of the proposed consolidated
| ocal governnment entity;

(d) the territorial boundaries of the proposed consolidated |oca
government entity;

(e) the type and/or class of the proposed consolidated |ocal govern-
ment entity;

(f) the governnental organization of the proposed consolidated |oca
government entity insofar as it concerns el ected and appointed officials
and public enployees, along with a transitional plan and schedule for
el ections and appoi ntnents of officials;

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
LBD01531- 07-2
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(g) a fiscal estimate of the cost of and savings which nay be realized
from consolidation[;], | NCLUDI NG BUT NOT LIMTED TO THE FOLLOW NG

(1) I NCREASED EFFI Cl ENCI ES THROUGH | MPROVED ECONOM ES OF SCALE

(1) DI SCONTI NUING AND/ OR RESTRUCTURI NG THE PROVI SI ON OF PARTI CULAR
SERVI CES, AND THE EXTENT TO WHI CH DI SCONTI NUI NG AND/ OR RESTRUCTURI NG
SUCH SERVI CES MAY ONLY BE ACHI EVED THROUGH CONSOLI DATI ON

(1'1'1) THE ELI M NATI ON OF ELECTED OFFI CES;

(1'V) I NCREASED AID FROM THE STATE TO THE RESULTI NG LOCAL GOVERNMENT
ENTI TY; AND

THE EXTENT TO WHI CH SERVI CES WLL NO LONGER BE PROVIDED THROUGH
THE USE OF VOLUNTEERS

(H THE PRQIECTED CHANGE, |F ANY, I N PROPERTY TAXES FOR THE TAXPAYERS
LOCATED I N THE LOCAL GOVERNMENT ENTI TI ES TO BE CONSCLI DATED

(1) WHETHER THE CONSOLIDATION WLL RESULT IN A NET INCREASE OR
DECREASE IN THE STATE' S LOCAL GOVERNMENT ENTITIES AS THAT TERM I S
DEFI NED I N THI S ARTI CLE

[(h)] (J) each entity's assets, including, but not limted to, rea
and personal property, and the fair value thereof in current noney of
the United States;

[(i)] (K) each entity's Iliabilities and indebtedness, bonded and
otherwse, and the fair value thereof in current noney of the United
St at es;

[(j)] (L) terns for the disposition of existing assets, Iliabilities
and indebtedness of each |ocal governnent entity, either jointly, sepa-
rately or in certain defined proportions;

[(k)] (M terns for the commobn admi ni stration and uni form enforcenent
of local |aws, ordinances, resolutions, orders and the Iike, within the
proposed consol i dated | ocal government entity, consistent wth section
seven hundred sixty-nine of this title;

[(I)] (N) the effective date of the proposed consolidation; and

[(M] (O the tinme and place or places for the public hearing or hear-
ings on such proposed joint consolidation agreenent pursuant to section
seven hundred fifty-four of this title.

S 2. Section 755 of the general nunicipal |aw, as added by chapter 74
of the Iaws of 2009, is anended to read as foll ows:

S 755. Referendumresolution for consolidation [of towns or villages].
1. [If a joint consolidation agreenent calls for the consolidation of
two or nore towns, two or nore villages or one or nore towns and
vill ages, then contenporaneous] CONTEMPORANEQUS with the final approval
of the joint consolidation agreenent pursuant to subdivision three of
section seven hundred fifty-four of this title, the governing body or
bodi es of the |ocal governnent entities to be consolidated shall enact a
resolution calling for a referendum on the proposed consolidation by the
electors in each of the entities.

2. The resolution calling for the referendumon the proposed consol-
i dation shall

(a) provide (i) the name of each [of the towns and/or villages] LOCAL
GOVERNMENT ENTI TY proposed to be consolidated, (ii) a statement fully
describing the territory to be included within the proposed consol i dated
| ocal governnent entity, (iii) the name of the proposed consoli dated
| ocal governnment entity, and (iv) the date for the referendum in
accordance w th subdivision one of section seven hundred fifty-eight of
this title;

(b) state the substance of the question to be submtted to the elec-
tors; and
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(c) set forth such other matters as may be necessary to call, provide
for and give notice of the referendumand to provide for the conduct
t hereof and the canvass of the returns thereupon.

3. The resolution calling for a referendumon the proposed consol -
i dation shall have attached to it the final approved version of the
joint consolidation agreenent.

4. |F THE REFERENDUM SHALL FAIL, THE CONSOLI DATI ON PROCESS SPECI FI ED
BY THIS TI TLE SHALL NOT BE | NI TI ATED FOR THE LOCAL GOVERNMENT ENTI TI ES
BY ELECTORATE PETI TI ON PURSUANT TO SECTI ON SEVEN HUNDRED FI FTY- SEVEN OF
THI'S TITLE WTHI N FOUR YEARS OF THE DATE OF THE REFERENDUM THI S MORA-
TORI UM SHALL NOT APPLY TO A PROPOSED CONSOLI DATI ON | NVOLVI NG A DI FFERENT
COVBI NATI ON OF LOCAL GOVERNMENT ENTI TI ES

S 3. Section 757 of the general municipal |aw, as added by chapter 74
of the Iaws of 2009, is anended to read as foll ows:

S 757. Initiative of electors seeking consolidation. 1. The electors
of two or nore |ocal governnent entities nmay comence a consolidation
proceeding by filing an original petition, containing not |less than the
nunber of signatures provided for in subdivision two of this section and
in the formprovided for in subdivision three of this section, with the
clerk of the town in which the entities or the greater portion of their
territory are |located, except that if one or nore of the entities to be
consolidated is a village the original petition of electors from the
village shall be filed with the clerk of the village. Acconpanying the
filed petition shall be a cover sheet containing the nane, address and
t el ephone nunber of an individual who signed the petition and who wil |l
serve as a contact person.

2. The petition shall contain [the] signatures [of] EQUAL TO at | east
[ten] TWENTY-FIVE percent of the nunber of electors AT THE LAST GENERAL
ELECTI ON OF THE LOCAL GOVERNMENT ENTITY or five thousand [electors],
whi chever is less, in each |ocal government entity to be consolidated[;
provi ded, however, that where the |ocal governnment entity to be consol -
idated contains five hundred or fewer electors, the petition shal
contain the signatures of at |east twenty percent of the nunber of el ec-
tors]. No signature on a petition is valid unless it 1is the origina
signature of an elector. FOR A SIGNATURE TO BE VALID, I T MIUST BE SI GNED
WTH N ONE HUNDRED TWENTY DAYS OF THE PETI TI ON BEI NG FI LED W TH THE
CLERK

3. The petition shall substantially conply with, and be circulated in,
the followi ng form

PETI TI ON FOR LOCAL GOVERNVMENT CONSCLI DATI ON

We, the undersigned electors and | egal voters of (insert type of |oca
government entity - e.g., town, village or district) of (insert name of
| ocal governnment entity), New York, qualified to vote at the next gener-
al or special election, respectfully petition that there be submitted to
the electors and |legal voters of (insert type and nane of |ocal govern-
nment entities proposed to be consolidated), for their approval or
rejection at a referendumheld for that purpose, a proposal to consol -
idate (insert type and nane of |ocal governnent entity) wth (insert
type and nane of [local governnment entity or entities) PURSUANT TO A
CONSOLI DATI ON PLAN DEVELOPED AND PRESENTED TO THE PUBLIC PRIOR TO THE
REFERENDUM

In wtness whereof, we have signed our nanes on the dates indicated
next to our signatures.

Dat e Nane - print nane under signature Hone Address
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3.

(On the bottom of each page of the petition, after all of the nunbered
signatures, insert a signed statenent of a witness who is a duly quali-
fied elector of the state of New York. Such a statement shall be

accepted for all purposes as the equivalent of an affidavit, and if it
contains a material false statenment, shall subject the person signing it
to the sane penalties as if he or she has been duly sworn. The form of
such statenent shall be substantially as follows:

I, (insert nane of witness), state that | ama duly qualified voter of
the state of New York. Each of the persons that have signed this peti-
tion sheet containing (insert nunber) signatures have signed their nanes
in ny presence on the dates indicated above and identified thenselves to
be the sane person who signed the sheet. | understand that this state-
ment wll be accepted for all purposes as the equivalent of an affida-
vit, and if it contains a materially false statenent, shall subject ne
to the penalties of perjury.

Dat e Si ghat ure of W tness)

(In lieu of the signed statenent of a witness who is a duly qualified
voter of the state of New York, the following statenent signed by a
notary public or a comm ssioner of deeds shall be accepted:

On the date indicated above before ne personally cane each of the
el ectors and | egal voters whose signatures appear on this petition sheet
containing (insert nunber) signatures, who signed the petition in ny
presence and who, being by ne duly sworn, each for hinself or herself,
identified hinself or herself as the one and sane person who signed the
petition and that the foregoing information they provided was true.

Dat e Not ary Public or Conm ssioner of Deeds)

4. An alteration or correction of infornmation appearing on a
petition's signature line, other than an wun-initialed signature and
date, shall not invalidate such signature.

5. In matters of form this section shall be liberally construed, not
i nconsi stent with substantial conpliance thereto and the prevention of
f raud.

6. Wthin ten days of the filing of the petition seeking consolidation
pursuant to subdivision one of this section, the clerk with whomthe
petition was filed shall make a final determ nation regarding the suffi-
ci ency of the nunber of signatures on the petition and provide tinely
witten notice of such determnation to the contact person named in the
cover sheet acconpanying the petition. The contact person or any indi-
vi dual who signed the petition may seek judicial review of such determ -
nation in a proceeding pursuant to article seventy-eight of the civil
practice [laws] LAWand rul es.

[7. Upon the clerk's determ nation that the petition contains not |ess
than the nunber of signatures of electors required in subdivision two of
this section, the governing body or bodies of the |ocal governnent enti-
ties to be consolidated shall, no later than thirty days thereafter,
enact a resolution in accordance with subdivision two of section seven
hundred fifty-five of this title <calling for a referendum on the
proposed consolidation by the electors in each of the entities and set a
date for such referendum ]

S 4. Sections 758 and 759 of the general nunicipal |aw are REPEALED

S 5. Section 760 of the general municipal |aw, as added by chapter 74
of the Iaws of 2009, is anended to read as foll ows:



Co~NOoOUIT~hWNE

S. 1824--A 5

S 760. [Duty to approve proposed elector initiated] STUDY COWM SSION
AND DEVELOPMENT OF PROPCSED consolidation plan. 1. [In the case of a
proposed consolidation of |ocal governnent entities properly initiated
by petition of electors pursuant to section seven hundred fifty-seven of
this title, if a ngjority of the electors voting in a referendumheld in
each of the local government entities to be consolidated vote in favor
of consolidation] UPON THE CLERK OF EACH LOCAL GOVERNMENT ENTI TY DETER-
M NI NG THAT THE PETI TI ON CONTAI NS NOT LESS THAN THE NUMBER OF S| GNATURES
OF ELECTORS REQUI RED I N SUBDI VI SI ON TWDO OF SECTI ON SEVEN HUNDRED FI FTY-
SEVEN OF THIS TITLE, the entities' governing body or bodies [shall] MJST
nmeet within thirty days after certification of the [favorable vote and,
within one hundred eighty days of such neeting, prepare and approve by
resolution a proposed elector initiated consolidation plan] PETITION TO
FORM A COW SSI ON TO STUDY, FORMULATE A PLAN FOR, AND MAKE RECOMVENDA-
TI ONS REGARDI NG THE CONSOLI DATION OF (I NSERT TYPE AND NAME OF LOCAL
GOVERNMENT ENTI TI ES) .

2. THE STUDY COW SSION MAY HAVE ANY NUMBER OF MEMBERS THE LOCAL
GOVERNI NG BODI ES DETERM NE TO BE BENEFI CI AL FOR DEVELOPING A CONSOL-
| DATION PLAN W TH THE REQUI REMENT THAT THE COMM SSI ON MUST, | N ADDI Tl ON
TO APPO NTMENTS MADE BY THE CHI EF ELECTED OFFI CER SUBJECT TO THE GOVERN-
| NG BODY' S APPROVAL, | NCLUDE THE CHI EF ELECTED OFFI CIAL (IN THE CASE OF
A SPECIAL DISTRICT OR FIRE DI STRICT, THE CHAIRVAN OF THE BOARD OF
COW SSI ONERS) OF EACH LOCAL GOVERNVENT ENTITY, ONE MEMBER OF EACH LOCAL
GOVERNMVENT ENTI TY' S GOVERNI NG BODY TO BE SELECTED BY A MAJORI TY VOTE OF
THE GOVERNI NG BODY (IN THE CASE OF A SPECI AL DI STRICT OR FI RE DI STRI CT,
THE BOARD OF COWM SSI ONERS MUST SELECT NO LESS THAN ONE COWM SSI ONER  OR
REPRESENTATI VE) . EACH LOCAL GOVERNMENT ENTI TY MUST HAVE EQUAL REPRESEN-
TATI ON ON THE COVM SSI ON.

3. THE STUDY COWM SSI ON MAY FORM SUB- COMM TTEES AND CONDUCT COVMUNI TY
FORUMS AND PUBLI C HEARI NGS | T DEEMS NECESSARY TO DEVELOP A CONSCLI DATI ON
PLAN. IT IS A PROPER PUBLI C PURPOCSE FOR THE GOVERNI NG BODI ES TO APPRO
PRI ATE MONEY FOR NECESSARY EXPENSES RELATED TO STUDYING THE PROPOSED
CONSOLI DATI ON AND DEVELOPI NG A CONSOLI DATI ON PLAN. THE STUDY COWM SSI ON
IS A PUBLI C BODY WTH N THE MEANI NG OF SECTI ON ONE HUNDRED TWDO OF THE
PUBLI C OFFI CERS LAW MEMBERS OF THE STUDY COWM SSI ON WHO ARE NOT ALREADY
PUBLI C OFFI CERS MUST FI LE AN OATH OF OFFI CE W TH THE CLERK OF THE LOCAL
GOVERNVENT ENTI TY.

4. WTH N TWO HUNDRED AND SEVENTY DAYS OF I TS FORMVATION, THE STUDY
COW SSI ON MUST PREPARE AND APPROVE A PROPOSED ELECTOR | NI TI ATED CONSOL-
| DATI ON  PLAN. UPON THE REQUEST OF THE STUDY COWM SSI ON, THE LOCAL
GOVERNI NG BODI ES MAY EXTEND THE TI ME TO COVPLETE THE CONSOLI DATI ON PLAN
BY NI NETY DAYS.

[2.] 5. The proposed elector initiated consolidation plan shall
i ncl ude:

(a) the name of each |ocal governnent entity to be consoli dated,;

(b) the name of what will be the consolidated | ocal governnent entity,
whi ch nane shall be such as to distinguish it fromthe nane of any other
like unit of government in the state of New York (except the name of any
one of the entities to be consolidated);

(c) the rights, duties and obligations of +the consolidated |ocal
government entity;

(d) the territorial boundaries of the consolidated |ocal governnent
entity;

(e) the type and/or class of the consolidated | ocal governnent entity;

(f) the governnental organization of the consolidated |ocal governnent
entity insofar as it concerns el ected and appointed officials and public
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enpl oyees, along with a transitional plan and schedule for elections and
appoi ntnents of officials;

(g) a fiscal estimate of the cost of and savings which nay be realized
from consol i dati on

(h) each entity's assets, including, but not limted to, real and
personal property, and the fair value thereof in current noney of the
United States;

(i) weach entity's liabilities and indebtedness, bonded and ot herw se,
and the fair value thereof in current noney of the United States;

(j) ternms for the disposition of existing assets, liabilities and
i ndebt edness of each |ocal governnent entity, either jointly, separately
or in certain defined proportions;

(k) terms for the common adm nistration and uniform enforcenent of
| ocal |aws, ordinances, resolutions, orders and the Ilike, wthin the
consolidated |ocal governnent entity, consistent wth section seven
hundred sixty-nine of this title;

(1) the effective date of the PROPOSED consolidation; [and]

(m the time and place or places for the public hearing or hearings on
such proposed elector initiated consolidation plan pursuant to section
seven hundred sixty-two of this title[.];

(N) THE PRQIECTED CHANGE, |F ANY, I N PROPERTY TAXES FOR THE TAXPAYERS
LOCATED I N THE LOCAL GOVERNVMENT ENTI TI ES TO BE CONSOLI DATED

(O A FISCAL ESTI MATE OF THE COST OF AND SAVI NGS WH CH MAY BE REALI ZED
FROM CONSCLI DATI ON, I NCLUDI NG BUT NOT LIMTED TO THE FOLLONNG (1)
| NCREASED EFFI Cl ENCI ES THROUGH | MPROVED ECONOM ES OF SCALE, (11) DI SCOMN
TINU NG AND/ OR RESTRUCTURI NG THE PROVI SI ON OF PARTI CULAR SERVI CES, AND
THE EXTENT TO WHI CH DI SCONTI NUI NG AND/ OR RESTRUCTURI NG SUCH SERVI CES MAY
ONLY BE ACHI EVED THROUGH CONSOLI DATION; (I111) THE ELI M NATI ON OF ELECTED
OFFICES; (1V) INCREASED AID FROM THE STATE TO THE RESULTING LOCAL
GOVERNVENT  ENTITY; (V) THE EXTENT TO WHI CH SERVI CES W LL NO LONGER BE
PROVI DED THROUGH THE USE OF VOLUNTEERS;

(P) WHETHER THE CONSCLIDATION WLL RESULT IN A NET |INCREASE OR
DECREASE IN THE STATE'S LOCAL GOVERNMENT ENTITIES AS THAT TERM IS
DEFINED I N THI' S ARTI CLE; AND

(Q ANY OTHER MATTER DESI RABLE OR NECESSARY TO CARRY OQUT THE CONSOL-
| DATI ON.

6. DELIVERY OF THE PLAN TO THE GOVERNI NG BODI ES. AFTER CONDUCTI NG A
PUBLI C HEARI NG ON THE FI NALI ZED PLAN, SUCH HEARING HELD ON AT LEAST
SEVEN DAYS NOTICE PUBLI SHED I N A NEWSPAPER OR NEWSPAPERS W TH GENERAL
Cl RCULATI ON I N THE LOCAL GOVERNMENT ENTI TIES, THE CONSOLI DATION STUDY
COW SSI ON MUST FILE A FI NALI ZED CONSOLI DATI ON PLAN AND | TS RECOVIVENDA-
TIONS ON WHETHER TO CONSOLI DATE W TH THE CLERKS OF THE LOCAL GOVERNMENT
ENTITIES WHO MJST | MVEDI ATELY DELI VER THE PLAN AND RECOMMENDATI ONS TO
THE LOCAL GOVERNMENT ENTI TI ES' GOVERNI NG BODI ES

S 6. The openi ng paragraph of section 761 of the general nunicipa
law, as added by chapter 74 of the |laws of 2009, is anended to read as
fol | ows:

No later than five business days after [approving] RECEIVING a
proposed elector initiated consolidation plan pursuant to section seven
hundred sixty of this title, the governing body or bodies of the Iloca
government entities to be consolidated shall

S 7. Subdivision 1 of section 762 of the general municipal |aw, as
added by chapter 74 of the |aws of 2009, is anended to read as foll ows:

1. The governing body or bodies of the |ocal governnent entities to be
consol idated shall set a tine and place or places for one or nore public
heari ngs on the proposed elector initiated consolidation plan. The
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hearing or hearings shall be held no less than thirty-five days and no
nore than ninety days after RECEIVING the proposed elector initiated
consolidation plan [is approved] DEVELOPED pursuant to section seven
hundred sixty of this title. The hearing or hearings nay be held jointly
or separately by the governing body or bodies of the entities. Any
i nterested person shall be given a reasonabl e opportunity to be heard on
any aspect of the proposed consolidation.

S 8. Section 763 of the general nunicipal |aw, as added by chapter 74
of the Iaws of 2009, is anended to read as foll ows:

S 763. [Effective date of] REFERENDUM ON THE el ector initiated consol -
idation plan[; permssive referendun]. 1. [Local government entities
consol i dated pursuant to an elector initiated consolidated plan shal
continue to be governed as before consolidation until the effective date
of the consolidation specified in such plan, which date shall be no |ess
than forty-five days after final approval of such plan pursuant to
subdi vi sion three of section seven hundred sixty-two or subdivision four
of section seven hundred sixty-four of this title.

2. Notwi t hstandi ng subdi vi sion one of this section, the] THE elector
initiated consolidation plan shall not take effect [if, no |ater than
forty-five days after final approval thereof pursuant to subdivision
three of section seven hundred sixty-two or subdivision four of section
seven hundred sixty-four of this title, electors of a |ocal governnment
entity to be consolidated pursuant to such plan shall

(a) file an original petition, containing not |less than the nunber of
signatures provided for in subdivision three of this section, seeking a
referendum on the question whether the elector initiated consolidation
plan shall take effect, with the clerk of the town in which the entity
or the greater portion of its territory is |located, except that if the
entity is a village the original petition of electors from the village
shall be filed with the clerk of the village; and

(b) thereafter less than] UNLESS a nmajority of the electors in [the]
EACH entity vote in the affirmative on such question at a referendum

[3. The petition shall be circulated, signed and authenticated in
substantial conpliance wth the provisions of section seven hundred
fifty-seven of this title, shall contain the signatures of at |east
twenty-five percent of the nunber of electors or fifteen thousand el ec-
tors, whichever is less, in the |ocal governnent entity to be consol-
idated, and shall be acconpanied by a cover sheet containing the nane,
address and tel ephone nunber of an individual who signed the petition
and who will serve as a contact person.

4. Wthin ten days of the filing of the petition seeking a referendum
on whether the elector initiated dissolution plan shall take effect, the
clerk with whomthe petition was filed shall nake a final determ nation
regarding the sufficiency of the nunber of signatures on the petition
and provide tinely witten notice of such determination to the contact
person named in the cover sheet acconpanying the petition. The contact
person or any individual who signed the petition nmay seek judicia
review of such determnation in a proceeding pursuant to article seven-
ty-eight of the civil practice law and rules. Upon the clerk's determ -
nation that the petition contains no |ess than the required nunber of
signatures, the governing body of the |ocal governnent entity to which
such petition applies shall within thirty days enact a resolution call-
ing for a referendum by the electors of such entity on the question
whether to approve the elector initiated consolidation plan and set a
date for such referendumin accordance with subdivision five of this
secti on.
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5.] 2. The referendum on the question OF whether the elector initiated
consolidation plan shall take effect shall be submtted at a specia
el ection to be held not less than sixty or nore than ninety days after
enactment of a resolution APPROVING THE FI NAL VERSI ON OF THE ELECTOR
I NI TI ATED CONSOLI DATION PLAN pursuant to subdivision [four] THREE of
[this] section SEVEN HUNDRED SI XTY-TWO OF THI S TI TLE, provided, however,
that in cases where a town or village general election falls within such
period, the referendum question may be considered during [a] THAT town
or village general election.

[6.] 3. Notice of the referendumshall be given to the electors of the
| ocal governnent entity to which the petition applies by publication in
a newspaper having a general circulation within the boundaries of the
entity at | east once a week for four consecutive weeks inmediately prior
to the referendum The notice shall include, but not be limted to:

(a) a sunmary of the contents of the resolution and elector initiated
consol i dation plan;

(b) a statenent as to where may be exam ned a copy of the resolution
and el ector initiated consolidation plan;

(c) the time and place or places at which the referendumw Il be held,
i n accordance with subdivision [five] TWO of this section; and
(d) such other nmatters as nay be necessary to call, provide for and

give notice of the referendum and to provide for the conduct thereof and
t he canvass of the returns thereupon.

[7.] 4. In a referendum held pursuant to this section, the referendum
question shall be placed before the electors of the |ocal governnent
entity to which the petition applies in a formreading substantially as
fol | ows:

["The voters of the (insert type and name of each |ocal governnent
entity to which the consolidation plan applies) having previously voted
to consolidate, shall the elector initiated consolidation plan take
effect?] "SHALL (I NSERT TYPE AND NAME OF LOCAL GOVERNMENT ENTITIES) BE
CONSOLI DATED?

YES

NO "

[8.] 5. The elector initiated consolidation plan shall not take effect
unless a majority of the electors voting in the |local governnment entity
to which the petition applies vote in favor of such plan taking effect.
If such a majority vote does not result, the referendumshall fail and
consolidation shall not take effect.

6. | F THE REFERENDUM SHALL FAIL, THE CONSOLI DATI ON PROCESS SPECI FI ED
BY THIS TITLE SHALL NOT BE I NI TI ATED FOR THE LOCAL GOVERNMENT ENTI Tl ES
BY ELECTORATE PETI TI ON PURSUANT TO SECTI ON SEVEN HUNDRED FI FTY- SEVEN OF
THIS TITLE WTH N FOUR YEARS OF THE DATE OF THE REFERENDUM THI S MORA-
TORI UM SHALL NOT APPLY TO A PROPOSED CONSOLI DATI ON | NVOLVI NG A DI FFERENT
COVBI NATI ON OF LOCAL GOVERNMENT ENTI TI ES

S 9. Section 773 of the general nunicipal |aw, as added by chapter 74
of the Iaws of 2009, is anended to read as foll ows:

S 773. Commencing the proceeding. 1. A local governnent entity other
than a town may be dissolved and term nated by the procedure described
inthis title.

2. Dissolution proceedi ngs nay be conmenced by:

(a) a resolution of the governing body of the |ocal governnment entity
to be dissolved [endorsing a proposed dissolution plan]; or

(b) elector initiative.

S 10. Section 774 of the general municipal |aw, as added by chapter 74
of the Iaws of 2009, is anended to read as foll ows:
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S 774. [Proposed] GOVERNI NG BODY- I NI TI ATED di ssolution [plan]. 1. The
governi ng body of a local governnent entity may, by resolution, [endorse
a proposed dissolution plan for the purpose of comrenci ng dissol ution
proceedi ngs under this article] INNTIATE A DI SSOLUTI ON PROCEEDI NG BY
FORM NG A COW SSI ON TO STUDY, FORMULATE A PLAN FOR, AND MAKE RECOVMVEN-
DATI ONS REGARDI NG THE DI SSOLUTI ON AND TERM NATI ON OF THE LOCAL GOVERN-
MENT ENTITY. THE RESOLUTION NMAY ONLY BE ADOPTED AFTER CONDUCTI NG A
PUBLI C HEARI NG ON THE PROPOCSAL, SUCH HEARI NG HELD ON AT LEAST SEVEN DAYS
NOTI CE PUBLI SHED I N A NEWSPAPER W TH GENERAL ClI RCULATION IN THE LOCAL
GOVERNVENT ENTI TY.

2. THE STUDY COW SSION MAY HAVE ANY NUMBER OF MEMBERS THE LOCAL
GOVERNI NG BODY DETERM NES TO BE BENEFI Cl AL FOR DEVELOPI NG A DI SSCLUTI ON
PLAN WTH THE REQUI REMENT THAT THE COVM SSION MJST, | N ADDI TION TO
APPO NTMENTS MADE BY THE CHI EF ELECTED OFFI CER SUBJECT TO THE GOVERNI NG
BODY' S APPROVAL, |INCLUDE THE CH EF ELECTED OFFI CIAL (IN THE CASE OF A
SPECI AL DI STRICT OR FIRE DI STRICT, THE CHAl RVAN OF THE BOARD OF COW S-
SI ONERS) OF THE LOCAL GOVERNMENT ENTITY, ONE MEMBER OF THE LOCAL GOVERN-
MENT ENTITY'S GOVERNING BODY TO BE SELECTED BY A MAJORITY VOTE OF
GOVERNI NG BODY (IN THE CASE OF A SPECI AL DI STRICT OR FIRE DI STRICT, THE
BOARD OF COWM SSI ONERS MUST SELECT NO LESS THAN ONE COWM SSI ONER OR
REPRESENTATI VE), AND THE SUPERVI SOR OF THE TOAWN OR TOMNS IN WHI CH THE
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ENTI TY |'S LOCATED.

3. THE STUDY COWM SSI ON MAY FORM SUB- COVM TTEES AND CONDUCT COVMUNI TY
FORUMS AND PUBLI C HEARI NGS | T DEEMS NECESSARY TO DEVELOP A DI SSOLUTI ON
PLAN. |IT IS A PROPER PUBLI C PURPCSE FOR THE GOVERNI NG BODY OF THE LOCAL
GOVERNMVENT ENTI TY TO APPROPRI ATE MONEY FOR NECESSARY EXPENSES RELATED TO
STUDYI NG THE PROPCSED DI SSOLUTI ON AND DEVELOPI NG A DI SSCLUTI ON PLAN. THE
STUDY COW SSION | S A PUBLIC BODY WTHIN THE MEANING OF SECTION ONE
HUNDRED TWO OF THE PUBLI C OFFI CERS LAW MEMBERS OF THE STUDY COWM SSI ON
ARE REQU RED TO FILE AN OATH OF OFFICE WTH THE CLERK OF THE LOCAL
GOVERNVENT ENTI TY.

4. WTH N TWO HUNDRED SEVENTY DAYS OF | TS FORVATI ON, THE STUDY COW S-
SI ON MUST PREPARE AND APPROVE A PROPOSED DI SSOLUTION PLAN. UPON THE
REQUEST OF THE STUDY COWM SSI ON, THE LOCAL GOVERNI NG BODY MAY EXTEND THE
TI ME TO COWLETE THE DI SSOLUTI ON PLAN BY NI NETY DAYS.

[2.] 5. The proposed dissolution plan shall specify:

) the nane of the |local governnent entity to be dissol ved;

) the territorial boundaries of the entity;

) the type and/or class of the entity;

) a fiscal estimate of the cost of dissolution;

) any plan for the transfer or elimnation of public enployees;

) the entity's assets, including but not I|imted to real and
personal property, and the fair value thereof in current noney of the
United States;

(g) the entity's liabilities and indebtedness, bonded and ot herw se,
and the fair value thereof in current noney of the United States;

(h) any agreenents entered into with the town or towns in which the
entity is situated in order to carry out the dissolution;

(i) the manner and neans by which the residents of the entity wll
continue to be furnished nunicipal services following the entity's
di ssol uti on;

(j) terms for the disposition of the entity's assets and the disposi -
tion of its liabilities and indebtedness, including the I|evy and
coll ection of the necessary taxes and assessnents therefor;

(k) findings as to whether any |ocal |aws, ordinances, rules or regu-
| ations of the entity shall remain in effect after the effective date of
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the dissolution or shall remain in effect for a period of tine other
than as provided by section seven hundred eighty-nine of this title;

(1) the effective date of the proposed dissol ution;

(m the tinme and place or places for a public hearing or hearings on
t he proposed dissolution plan pursuant to section seven hundred seven-
ty-six of this title; [and]

THE PRQIECTED CHANGE, | F ANY, I N PROPERTY TAXES FOR THE TAXPAYERS
LOCATED I N THE LOCAL GOVERNVMENT ENTI TY TO BE DI SSOLVED;

(O THE PRQIECTED CHANGE, | F ANY, | N PROPERTY TAXES FOR THE TAXPAYERS
OF THE TOAN OUTSI DE OF THE LOCAL GOVERNMENT ENTI TY TO BE DI SSOLVED

(P) A FI SCAL ESTI MATE OF THE COST OF AND SAVI NGS WHI CH MAY BE REALI ZED
FROM DI SSOLUTION, INCLUDING BUT NOT' LIMTED TO THE FOLLOANNG (1)
| NCREASED EFFI Cl ENCI ES THROUGH | MPROVED ECONOM ES OF SCALE, (11) DI SCOMN
TI NUI NG ANDY OR RESTRUCTURI NG THE PROVI SI ON OF PARTI CULAR SERVI CES, AND
THE EXTENT TO WHI CH DI SCONTI NUI NG AND/ OR RESTRUCTURI NG SUCH SERVI CES MAY
ONLY BE ACH EVED THROUGH DI SSOLUTION; (I111) THE ELI M NATI ON OF ELECTED
OFFICES; (1V) INCREASED AID FROM THE STATE TO THE RESULTING LOCAL
GOVERNVENT  ENTITY; (V) THE EXTENT TO WHI CH SERVI CES W LL NO LONGER BE
PROVI DED THROUGH THE USE OF VOLUNTEERS;

(Q WHETHER THE DI SSOLUTI ON W LL RESULT IN A NET | NCREASE OR DECREASE
IN THE STATE' S LOCAL GOVERNVMENT ENTI TIES AS THAT TERM IS DEFINED IN TH S
ARTI CLE; AND

[(nN] (R any other matter desirable or necessary to carry out the
di ssol uti on.

6. DELIVERY OF THE PLAN TO THE GOVERNI NG BODY. AFTER CONDUCTING A
PUBLIC HEARING ON THE FINALIZED PLAN, SUCH HEARI NG HELD ON AT LEAST
SEVEN DAYS NOTI CE PUBLI SHED I N A NEWSPAPER W TH GENERAL Cl RCULATION IN
THE LOCAL GOVERNMENT ENTI TY, THE DI SSOLUTI ON STUDY COVMM SSI ON MUST FI LE
A FI NALI ZED DI SSCLUTI ON PLAN AND | TS RECOMVENDATIONS ON WHETHER TO
DISSOOVE WTH THE CLERK OF THE LOCAL GOVERNMENT ENTITY WHO MUST | MVE-
DI ATELY DELI VER THE PLAN AND RECOMMENDATI ONS TO THE LOCAL GOVERNVENT
ENTI TY' S GOVERNI NG BODY.

S 11. The opening paragraph of section 775 of the general nunicipa
| aw, as added by chapter 74 of the laws of 2009, is anended to read as
fol | ows:

No later than five business days after [commencenent of dissolution
proceedi ngs] THE DELI VERY OF THE DI SSCLUTI ON PLAN AND RECOMVENDATI ONS
pursuant to section seven hundred seventy-four of this title, the
governi ng body of the | ocal governnent entity to be dissolved shall

S 12. Subdivisions 1 and 3 of section 776 of the general nunicipa
| aw, as added by chapter 74 of the |aws of 2009, are anended to read as
fol | ows:

1. The governing body of the |local governnment entity to be dissolved
shall set a tinme and place or places for one or nore public hearings on
t he proposed dissolution plan. The hearing or hearings shall be held no
| ess than thirty-five days and no nore than ninety days after [comrence-
ment of dissolution proceedi ngs] RECEI VI NG THE DI SSOLUTI ON PLAN RECOM
MENDATI ONS pursuant to section seven hundred seventy-four of this title.
Any interested person shall be given a reasonable opportunity to be
heard on any aspect of the proposed dissol ution.

3. After conpletion of the final hearing, the governing body of the
| ocal governnment entity to be dissolved nay anend the proposed dissol-
ution plan, provided that the anended version conplies wth the
provi si ons of subdivision [tw] FOUR of section seven hundred seventy-
four of this title and is publicized pursuant to subdivision four of
this section, [and/or] OR approve a final version of +the dissolution
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plan[, or decline to proceed further with dissolution proceedings]. Any
approval by the governing body of a final version of the dissolution
pl an must occur within one hundred eighty days of the final hearing.

S 13. Section 777 of the general municipal |aw, as added by chapter 74
of the Iaws of 2009, is anended to read as foll ows:

S 777. Referendumresolution for dissolution [of villages]. 1. [If a
di ssolution plan calls for the dissolution of a village, then contenpo-
raneous] CONTEMPORANECQUS with the final approval of the dissolution plan
pursuant to subdivision three of section seven hundred seventy-six of
this title, the governing body of the [village] LOCAL GOVERNMENT ENTITY
shall enact a resolution calling for a referendumon the proposed
di ssolution by the electors in the [village] LOCAL GOVERNMENT ENTI TY.

2. The resolution calling for the referendumon the proposed dissol-
ution shall:

(a) provide (i) the name of the [village] LOCAL GOVERNVENT ENTITY to
be dissolved; and (ii) the date for the referendum in accordance wth
subdi vi si on one of section seven hundred eighty of this title;

(b) state the substance of the question to be submtted to the el ec-
tors; and

(c) set forth such other matters as may be necessary to call, provide
for and give notice of the referendumand to provide for the conduct
t hereof and the canvass of the returns thereupon.

3. The resolution calling for the referendumon the proposed dissol-
ution shall have attached to it the final approved version of the
di ssol ution plan.

4. | F THE REFERENDUM SHALL FAIL, THE DI SSOLUTI ON PROCESS SPECI FIED BY
THIS TITLE SHALL NOT BE IN TIATED FOR THE LOCAL GOVERNMENT ENTI TY BY
ELECTORATE PETI TI ON PURSUANT TO SECTI ON SEVEN HUNDRED SEVENTY-NI NE OF
THI'S TITLE WTH N FOUR YEARS OF THE DATE OF THE REFERENDUM

S 14. Section 779 of the general municipal |aw, as added by chapter 74
of the Iaws of 2009, is anended to read as foll ows:

S 779. Initiative of electors seeking dissolution. 1. The el ectors of
a local governnent entity nmy conmmence a dissolution proceeding by
filing an original ©petition, <containing not |less than the nunber of
signatures provided for in subdivision two of this section and in the
form provided for in subdivision three of this section, with the clerk
of the town in which the entity or the greater portion of its territory
is located, except that if the entity is a village the original petition
of electors from the village shall be filed with the clerk of the
village. Acconpanying the filed petition shall be a cover sheet contain-
ing the nanme, address and tel ephone nunber of an individual who signed
the petition and who will serve as a contact person. A PETITI ON MAY NOT
BE SUBM TTED PURSUANT TO THIS SECTION IF A RESOLUTION | N TIATING THE
DI SSOLUTI ON PROCESS HAS BEEN ADOPTED PURSUANT TO SECTI ON SEVEN HUNDRED
SEVENTY- FOUR OF THI'S TI TLE, UNTIL THE PROCESS THEREUNDER, | NCLUDI NG THE
CONDUCTI NG OF THE REFERENDUM PURSUANT TO SECTI ON SEVEN HUNDRED SEVENTY-
SEVEN OF THI' S TI TLE, HAS BEEN COVPLETED

2. The petition shall contain [the] signatures [of] EQUAL TO at | east
[ten] TWENTY-FIVE percent of the nunber of electors AT THE LAST GENERAL
ELECTI ON OF THE LOCAL GOVERNMENT ENTITY or five thousand [electors],
whi chever is less, in the local governnent entity to be dissolved[;
provi ded, however, that where the Ilocal governnment entity to be
di ssolved contains five hundred or fewer electors, the petition shal
contain the signatures of at |east twenty percent of the nunber of el ec-
tors]. No signature on a petition is valid unless it is an origina
signature of an elector. FOR A SIGNATURE TO BE VALID, I T MIUST BE SI GNED
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W THI N ONE HUNDRED TWENTY DAYS OF THE PETITION BEING FILED WTH THE
CLERK

3. The petition shall substantially conply with, and be circulated in,
the followi ng form

PETI TI ON FOR LOCAL GOVERNMENT DI SSCLUTI ON

We, the wundersigned, electors and |egal voters of (insert type of
| ocal governnment entity -- e.g., town, village or district) of (insert
nane of local government entity), New York, qualified to vote at the
next general or special election, respectfully petition that there be
submtted to the electors of (insert type and nane of |ocal governnent
entity proposed to be dissolved), for their approval or rejection at a
referendum held for that purpose, a proposal to dissolve and term nate
(insert type and name of |ocal government entity) PURSUANT TO A DI SSOL-
UTION PLAN DEVELOPED AND PRESENTED TO THE PUBLIC PRIOR TO THE
REFERENDUM

In witness whereof, we have signed our nanes on the dates indicated
next to our signatures.

Dat e Nane - print nane under signature Hone Address
1.
2.
3.
(On the bottom of each page of the petition, after all of the nunbered
signatures, insert a signed statenent of a witness who is a duly quali-
fied elector of the state of New York. Such a statement shall be

accepted for all purposes as the equivalent of an affidavit, and if it
contains a material false statenment, shall subject the person signing it
to the sanme penalties as if he or she has been duly sworn. The form of
such statenent shall be substantially as follows:

I, (insert nane of witness), state that | ama duly qualified voter of
the state of New York. Each of the persons that have signed this peti-
tion sheet containing (insert nunber) signatures, have signed their
nanes in ny presence on the dates indicated above and identified them
selves to be the sane person who signed the sheet. | understand that
this statenment will be accepted for all purposes as the equivalent of an
affidavit, and if it <contains a naterially false statenment, shal
subject ne to the penalties of perjury.

Dat e Si gnhature of W tness)

(In lieu of the signed statenment of a witness who is a duly qualified
voter of the state of New York, the follow ng statenment signed by a
notary public or a comm ssioner of deeds shall be accepted:

On the date indicated above before nme personally cane each of the
el ectors and | egal voters whose signatures appear on this petition sheet
containing (insert nunber) signatures, who signed the petition in ny
presence and who, being by ne duly sworn, each for hinself or herself,
identified hinself or herself as the one and sanme person who signed the
petition and that the foregoing information they provided was true.

Dat e Not ary Public or Conmm ssioner of Deeds)
4. An alteration or correction of information appearing on a
petition's signature line, other than an un-initialed signature and

date, shall not invalidate such signature.

5. In matters of form this section shall be liberally construed, not
inconsistent with substantial conpliance thereto and the prevention of
f raud.
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6. Wthin ten days of the filing of the petition seeking dissolution
pursuant to subdivision one of this section, the clerk with whomthe
petition was filed shall nmake a final determ nation regarding the suffi-
ciency of the signatures on the petition and provide tinely witten
notice of such determnation to the contact person nanmed in the cover
sheet acconpanying the petition. The contact person or any individual
who signed the petition may seek judicial review of such determ nation
in a proceeding pursuant to article seventy-eight of the civil practice
| aw and rul es.

[7. Upon the clerk's determ nation that the petition contains not |ess
than the nunber of signatures of electors required in subdivision two of
this section, the governing body of the | ocal governnent entity to be
di ssol ved shall, no later than thirty days thereafter, enact a resol-
ution in accordance with subdivision two of section seven hundred seven-
ty-seven of this title calling for a referendum on the proposed di ssol -
ution by the electors in the entity and set a date for such referendum ]

S 15. Sections 780 and 781 of the general nunicipal |aw are REPEALED.

S 16. Section 782 of the general municipal |aw, as added by chapter 74
of the Iaws of 2009, is anended to read as foll ows:

S 782. [Duty to approve proposed elector initiated] STUDY COVM SSION
AND DEVELOPMENT OF PROPCSED dissolution plan. 1. [In the case of a
proposed di ssolution of a | ocal governnent entity properly initiated by
petition of electors pursuant to section seven hundred seventy-nine of
this title, if a ngjority of the electors voting at a referendumvote in
favor of dissolution] UPON THE CLERK' S DETERM NATI ON THAT THE PETI TI ON
CONTAINS NOT LESS THAN THE NUMBER OF SI GNATURES OF ELECTORS REQUI RED I N
SUBDI VI SI ON TWO OF SECTI ON SEVEN HUNDRED SEVENTY-NI NE OF THI' S TI TLE, the
entity's governing body [shall] MJST neet wthin thirty days after
CLERK'S certification [of the favorable vote] and[, w thin one hundred
ei ghty days of such neeting,] FORM A COW SSION TO STUDY, FORMULATE A
PLAN FOR, AND MAKE RECOMVENDATI ONS REGARDI NG THE DI SSOLUTI ON AND TERM -
NATI ON OF THE LOCAL GOVERNMENT ENTI TY.

2. THE STUDY COWM SSI ON MAY HAVE ANY NUMBER OF MEMBERS THE LOCAL
GOVERNI NG BODY DETERM NES TO BE BENEFI Cl AL FOR DEVELOPI NG A DI SSCLUTI ON
PLAN WTH THE REQUI REMENT THAT THE COWM SSION MJST, |IN ADDITION TO
APPO NTMENTS MADE BY THE CHI EF ELECTED OFFI CER SUBJECT TO THE GOVERNI NG
BODY' S APPROVAL, | NCLUDE THE CH EF ELECTED OFFICIAL (IN THE CASE OF A
SPECI AL DI STRICT OR FIRE DI STRICT, THE CHAI RMAN OF THE BOARD OF COWM S-
SI ONERS) OF THE LOCAL GOVERNMENT ENTITY, ONE MEMBER OF THE LOCAL GOVERN-
MENT ENTITY' S GOVERNI NG BODY TO BE SELECTED BY A MAJORITY VOTE OF
GOVERNI NG BODY (I N THE CASE OF A SPECI AL DI STRICT OR FIRE DI STRI CT, THE
BOARD OF COWMM SSI ONERS MUST SELECT NO LESS THAN ONE COWM SSI ONER OR
REPRESENTATI VE), AND THE SUPERVI SOR OF THE TOAWN OR TOMS I N WHI CH THE
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ENTITY |'S LOCATED.

3. THE STUDY COWM SSI ON MAY FORM SUB- COMM TTEES AND CONDUCT COVMUNI TY
FORUMS AND PUBLIC HEARINGS | T DEEMS NECESSARY TO DEVELOP A DI SSOLUTI ON
PLAN. IT IS A PROPER PUBLI C PURPOSE FOR THE GOVERNI NG BODY OF THE LOCAL
GOVERNMVENT ENTI TY TO APPROPRI ATE MONEY FOR NECESSARY EXPENSES RELATED TO
STUDYI NG THE PROPCSED DI SSOLUTI ON AND DEVELOPI NG A DI SSCLUTI ON PLAN. THE
STUDY COW SSION IS A PUBLIC BODY WTH N THE MEANI NG OF SECTI ON ONE
HUNDRED TWO OF THE PUBLI C OFFI CERS LAW MEMBERS OF THE STUDY COWM SSI ON
VHO ARE NOT ALREADY PUBLI C OFFI CERS MUST FI LE AN OATH OF OFFI CE W TH THE
CLERK OF THE LOCAL GOVERNVENT ENTI TY.

4. WTH N TWO HUNDRED SEVENTY DAYS OF | TS FORVATI ON, THE STUDY COW S-
SI ON MUST prepare and approve a proposed elector initiated dissolution
pl an. UPON THE REQUEST OF THE STUDY COWM SSI ON, THE LOCAL GOVERNI NG
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BODY MAY EXTEND THE TI ME TO COVPLETE THE DI SSCLUTION PLAN BY N NETY
DAYS.

[2.] 5. The proposed elector initiated dissolution plan shall specify:

) the nane of the local governnent entity to be dissolved;

) the territorial boundaries of the entity;

) the type and/or class of the entity;

) a fiscal estimate of the cost of dissolution;

) any plan for the transfer or elimnation of public enployees;

) the entity's assets, including but not |imted to real and
personal property, and the fair value thereof in current noney of the
United States;

(g) the entity's liabilities and indebtedness, bonded and ot herw se,
and the fair value thereof in current noney of the United States;

(h) any agreenents entered into with the town or towns in which the
entity is situated in order to carry out the dissolution;

(i) the manner and neans by which the residents of the entity wll
continue to be furnished nunicipal services followwing the entity's
di ssol uti on;

(j) terms for the disposition of the entity's assets and the disposi -
tion of its liabilities and indebtedness, including the l|evy and
coll ection of the necessary taxes and assessnents therefor;

(k) findings as to whether any |ocal |aws, ordinances, rules or regu-
| ations of the entity shall remain in effect after the effective date of
the dissolution or shall remain in effect for a period of tine other
than as provided by section seven hundred eighty-nine of this title;

(1) the effective date of the dissolution;

(m the tinme and place or places for a public hearing or hearings on
such proposed di ssol ution plan pursuant to section seven hundred eight-
y-four of this title; [and]

(N) THE PRQIECTED CHANGE, |F ANY, | N PROPERTY TAXES FOR THE TAXPAYERS
LOCATED I N THE LOCAL GOVERNVMVENT ENTI TY TO BE DI SSOLVED;

(O THE PRQIECTED CHANGE, | F ANY, | N PROPERTY TAXES FOR THE TAXPAYERS
OF THE TOAN OUTSI DE OF THE LOCAL GOVERNMENT ENTI TY TO BE DI SSOLVED;

(P) A FI SCAL ESTI MATE OF THE COST OF AND SAVI NGS WHI CH MAY BE REALI ZED
FROM DI SSOLUTION, INCLUDING BUT NOT' LIMTED TO THE FOLLOANNG (1)
| NCREASED EFFI Cl ENCI ES THROUGH | MPROVED ECONOM ES OF SCALE, (11) DI SCOMN
TI NUI NG ANDY OR RESTRUCTURI NG THE PROVI SI ON OF PARTI CULAR SERVI CES, AND
THE EXTENT TO WHI CH DI SCONTI NUI NG AND/ OR RESTRUCTURI NG SUCH SERVI CES MAY
ONLY BE ACH EVED THROUGH DI SSOLUTION; (I111) THE ELI M NATI ON OF ELECTED
OFFICES; (1V) INCREASED AID FROM THE STATE TO THE RESULTING LOCAL
GOVERNVENT  ENTITY; (V) THE EXTENT TO WHI CH SERVI CES W LL NO LONGER BE
PROVI DED THROUGH THE USE OF VOLUNTEERS;

VHETHER THE DI SSCLUTI ON W LL RESULT IN A NET | NCREASE OR DECREASE
I N THE STATE' S LOCAL GOVERNMENT ENTI TIES AS THAT TERM IS DEFINED IN TH' S
ARTI CLE; AND

[(nN] (R any other matter desirable or necessary to carry out the
di ssol uti on.

6. DELIVERY OF THE PLAN TO THE GOVERNI NG BODY. AFTER CONDUCTING A
PUBLIC HEARING ON THE FINALIZED PLAN, SUCH HEARI NG HELD ON AT LEAST
SEVEN DAYS NOTI CE PUBLI SHED I N A NEWSPAPER W TH GENERAL Cl RCULATION 1IN
THE LOCAL GOVERNMENT ENTI TY, THE DI SSOLUTI ON STUDY COVMM SSI ON MUST FI LE
A FI NALI ZED DI SSCLUTI ON PLAN AND | TS RECOMVENDATIONS ON WHETHER TO
DISSOOVE WTH THE CLERK OF THE LOCAL GOVERNMENT ENTITY WHO MUST | MVE-
DI ATELY DELI VER THE PLAN AND RECOMMENDATI ONS TO THE LOCAL GOVERNVENT
ENTI TY' S GOVERNI NG BODY
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S 17. The opening paragraph of section 783 of the general nunicipa
| aw, as added by chapter 74 of the laws of 2009, is anended to read as
fol | ows:

No later than five business days after [approving an] RECEIVING A
PROPOSED el ector initiated dissolution plan pursuant to section seven
hundred eighty-two of this title, the governing body of the |loca
government entity to be dissolved shall

S 18. Subdivision 1 of section 784 of the general nunicipal law, as
added by chapter 74 of the |aws of 2009, is anended to read as foll ows:

1. The governing body of the |ocal government entity to be dissol ved
shall set a tine and place or places for one or nore public hearings on
the proposed elector initiated dissolution plan. The hearing or hearings
shall be held no less than thirty-five days and no nore than ninety days
after RECEIVING the proposed elector initiated dissolution plan [is
approved] DEVELOPED pursuant to section seven hundred eighty-two of this
title. Any interested person shall be given a reasonable opportunity to
be heard on any aspect of the proposed dissol ution.

S 19. Section 785 of the general municipal |aw, as added by chapter 74
of the Iaws of 2009, is anended to read as foll ows:

S 785. [Effective date of] REFERENDUM ON THE el ector initiated dissol -
ution plan[; permssive referendumi. 1. [A local governnent entity
di ssol ved pursuant to an elector initiated dissolution plan shal
continue to be governed as before dissolution until the effective date
of the dissolution specified in the elector initiated dissolution plan,
whi ch date shall be no less than forty-five days after final approval of
such plan pursuant to subdivision three of section seven hundred eight-
y-four or subdivision three of section seven hundred eighty-six of this
title.

2. Notwi thstanding subdivision one of this section, the] THE el ector
initiated dissolution plan shall not take effect [if, no later than
forty-five days after final approval of such plan pursuant to subdivi-
sion three of section seven hundred ei ghty-four or subdivision three of
section seven hundred eighty-six of this title, electors of the |oca
government entity to be dissolved shall

(a) file an original petition, containing not |ess than the nunber of
signatures provided for in subdivision three of this section, seeking a
ref erendum on the question whether the elector initiated dissolution
plan shall take effect, with the clerk of the town in which the entity
or the greater portion of its territory is |located, except that if the
entity is a village the original petition of electors fromthe village
shall be filed with the clerk of the village; and

(b) thereafter less than] UNLESS a nmpjority of the electors vote in
the affirmative on such question at a referendum

[3. The petition shall be circulated, signed and authenticated in
substantial conpliance with the provisions of section seven hundred
seventy-nine of this title, shall contain the signatures of at | east
twenty-five percent of the nunber of electors or fifteen thousand el ec-
tors, whichever is less, in the | ocal governnment entity to be dissolved,

and shall be acconpani ed by a cover sheet containing the name, address
and tel ephone nunber of an individual who signed the petition and who
will serve as a contact person.

4. Wthin ten days of the filing of the petition seeking a referendum
on whether the elector initiated dissolution plan shall take effect, the
clerk with whomthe petition was filed shall nake a final determ nation
regarding the sufficiency of the nunber of signatures on the petition
and provide tinely witten notice of such determination to the contact



Co~NOoOUIT~hWNE

S. 1824--A 16

person named in the cover sheet acconpanying the petition. The contact
person or any individual who signed the petition nmay seek judicia
review of such determination in a proceeding pursuant to article seven-
ty-eight of the civil practice law and rules. Upon the clerk's determ -
nation that the petition contains no less than the required nunber of
signatures, the governing body of the |local government entity to be
di ssol ved shall within thirty days enact a resolution calling for a
referendum by the el ectors on the question whether the elector initiated
di ssolution plan shall take effect and set a date for such referendumin
accordance with subdivision five of this section.

5.] 2. The referendumon the question whether the elector initiated
di ssolution plan shall take effect shall be submitted at a specia
election to be held not less than sixty or nore than ninety days after
enactment of a resolution APPROVING THE FINAL VERSION OF THE ELECTOR
I NI TIATED DI SSOLUTION PLAN pursuant to subdivision [four] THREE of
[this] section SEVEN HUNDRED El GHTY- FOUR OF THI S TI TLE, provi ded, howev-
er, that in cases where a town or village general election falls wthin
such period, the referendum question may be considered during [a] THAT
town or village general election.

[6.] 3. Notice of the referendumshall be given to the electors of the
| ocal governnment entity to be dissolved by publication in a newspaper
having a general circulation wthin the boundaries of the entity at
| east once a week for four consecutive weeks imediately prior to the
referendum The notice shall include, but not be [imted to:

(a) a sunmary of the contents of the resolution and elector initiated
di ssol ution plan;

(b) a statenent as to where may be exam ned a copy of the resolution
and el ector initiated dissolution plan;

(c) the time and place or places at which the referendumw || be held,
i n accordance with subdivision [five] TWO of this section; and
(d) such other nmatters as nay be necessary to call, provide for and

give notice of the referendum and to provide for the conduct thereof and
t he canvass of the returns thereupon.

[7.] 4. In a referendum held pursuant to this section, the referendum
question shall be placed before the electors of the |ocal governnent
entity to be dissolved in a formreading substantially as foll ows:

["The voters of the (insert type and name of |ocal governnent entity
to be dissolved) having previously voted to dissolve, shall the el ector
initiated dissolution plan take effect?] "SHALL (I NSERT TYPE AND NAME OF
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ENTI TY) BE DI SSOLVED?

YES

NO T

[8.] 5. The elector initiated dissolution plan shall not take effect
unless a majority of the electors voting in the |local governnment entity
to which the petition applies votes in favor of dissolution. If such a
majority vote does not result, the referendumshall fail and dissol ution
shal | not take effect.

6. | F THE REFERENDUM FAI LS, THE DI SSOLUTI ON PROCESS SPECI FI ED BY THI S
TI TLE MAY NOT BE | NI TI ATED FOR THE LOCAL GOVERNVENT ENTI TY BY ELECTORATE
PETI TI ON PURSUANT TO SECTI ON SEVEN HUNDRED SEVENTY-NINE OF THI'S TITLE
W THI N FOUR YEARS OF THE DATE OF THE REFERENDUM

S 20. Subdivision 2 of section 33-a of the nunicipal honme rule |aw, as
anended by chapter 74 of the laws of 2009, is anmended to read as
fol | ows:

2. Any such local law, or an anendnent or repeal of one or nore
provi sions thereof which would have the effect of transferring or abol -
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ishing a function or duty of the county or of the cities, towns,
villages, districts or other units of governnent wholly contained in the
county, shall not becone operative unless and until it is approved at a
general election or at a special election, held in the county by receiv-
ing a majority of the total votes cast thereon: (a) in the area of the
county outside of cities and (b) in the area of cities of the county, if
any, considered as one unit, and if it provides for the transfer of any
function or duty to or fromany village or for the abolition of any
of fice, departnent, agency or unit of governnment of a village wholly
contained in the county, it shall not take effect unless it shall also
receive a mpjority of [all] the votes cast thereon in [all] EACH OF the
villages OR LOCAL UNITS OF GOVERNMENT so affected [considered as one
unit]. Such a local |aw, amendment or repeal thereof, shall provide for
its submssion to the electors of the county at the next genera
el ection or at a special election, occurring not less than sixty days
after the adoption thereof by the board of supervisors.
S 21. This act shall take effect inmediately.



