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2011- 2012 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N SENATE
January 6, 2011

Introduced by Sen. DUANE -- read twi ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be committed to the Conmittee on Local Government

AN ACT to anend the general nunicipal law, in relation to providing for
i nproved access to taxicabs for persons with disabilities

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Section 181 of the general municipal law, as anended by
chapter 579 of the laws of 1993, subdivision 1 as anended by chapter 430
of the lIaws of 2003, is anended to read as foll ows:

S 181. Ordinances to regul ate taxicabs and |inousines. 1. The nunici-
pal officers and boards in the several cities, tows and villages of
this state now having the authority to enact ordi nances, nay adopt ordi -
nances regul ating:

[1.] (A The registration and licensing of taxicabs and may |limt the

nunber of taxicabs to be licensed and the county of Wstchester my
adopt ordi nances regulating the registration and |icensing of taxicabs
and l|inousines and may |inmt the nunber to be licensed; and the county

of Nassau may adopt ordi nances regulating the registration of taxicabs
and | i nousi nes.

[2.] (B) Parking and passenger pick-up and discharge by taxicabs,
| i rousi nes and livery vehicles. Establishment of such ordinances and
regul ations regul ating parking and passenger pick-up and di scharges my
be based upon reconmendations from nunici pal planning officials or other
public entities and nay address and take into consideration such
factors, including, but not limted to, geographic areas, vehicle type,
limting the nunber of parked vehicles and activities undertaken while
par ked, and periods of 1dling.

2. THE MUNI Cl PAL OFFI CERS AND BOARDS | N ANY CI TY HAVI NG A POPULATI ON
OF MORE THAN ONE M LLI ON SHALL NO LATER THAN DECEMBER THI RTY- FI RST, TWO
THOUSAND FOURTEEN ADOPT ORDI NANCES PROVI DI NG

(A) THAT "ACCESSI BLE TAXI CAB" SHALL MEAN ANY VEHI CLE THAT

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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(1) I'S EQUI PPED WTH A LI FT, RAMP, OR ANY OTHER DEVI CE, ARRANGEMENT OR
ALTERATION, SO IT | S CAPABLE OF TRANSPORTI NG PERSONS W TH PHYSI CAL DI SA-
BILITIES, |INCLUDING THOSE WHO USE WHEELCHAI RS, SCOOTERS AND SI M LAR
DEVI CES WHI LE THEY REMAI N SEATED | N THEI R WHEELCHAI RS, SCOOTERS OR SI M -
LAR DEVI CES;

(2) COWPLIES WTH THE SPECI FI CATI ONS SET FORTH | N REGULATI ONS PROMUL-
GATED UNDER THE AMERI CANS WTH DI SABILITIES ACT AND CODIFIED AT 49
C.F.R SECTIONS 38.23, 38.25 AND 38.31, AS AVMENDED, WHETHER OR NOT THCSE
REGULATI ONS WOULD APPLY UNDER FEDERAL LAW

(3) IS EQUPPED WTH AN ASSI STI VE LI STENI NG SYSTEM FOR PERSONS W TH
HEARI NG | MPAI RVENT THAT | S CONNECTED W TH ANY | NTERCOM VIDEO OR AUDI O
SYSTEM VWHEN SUCH A SYSTEM | S | NSTALLED,

(4) ASSURES THAT THE TECHNOLOGY UTI LI ZED BY TAXI CABS |'S COVPLI ANT W TH
THE  STANDARDS PROMULGATED BY THE COWM SSIONER OF TRANSPORTATI ON;
PROVI DED THAT A LOCAL AUTHORI TY W TH OVERSI GHT OVER TAXI CABS, LI MOUSI NES
AND LI VERY VEH CLES MAY CONDUCT PI LOT PROGRAMS TESTI NG NEW SYSTEMS;

(5) 1I'S EQUI PPED W TH STANDARDI ZED SIGNS PRINTED IN: (A) BRAILLE;, AND
(B) LARGE-PRI NT TEXT SO THAT SUCH SI GNS ARE VI SI BLE TO PERSONS W TH LOW
VI SI ON,;

(6) PROVI DES SUFFI Cl ENT FLOOR SPACE TO ACCOWODATE A SERVI CE AN MAL;
AND

(7) | F PONERED BY A HYBRI D- ELECTRI C PONER PLANT, 1S EQUI PPED W TH AN
APPROPRI ATE DEVI CE TO ENABLE PERSONS WHO ARE BLI ND TO HEAR THE APPROACH
OF THE VEH CLE AS READI LY AS THEY CAN HEAR A CONVENTI ONAL GASCLI NE- POWM
ERED TAXI CAB.

(B) THAT NO OAMNER OF A TAXI CAB SHALL PLACE ANY TAXICAB |INTO SERVICE
SUBSEQUENT TO JUNE THI RTI ETH, TWO THOUSAND FI FTEEN WHI CH TAXI CAB | S NOT
AN ACCESSI BLE TAXI CAB.

3. FOR PURPOSES OF THI' S SECTI ON, THE TERM " ASSI STI VE LI STENI NG SYSTEM'
SHALL MEAN S| TUATI ONAL- PERSONAL ~ ACOUSTI C  COVMUNI CATI ON  EQUI PMENT
DESIGNED TO | MPROVE THE TRANSM SSI ON AND AUDI TORY RECEPTI ON OF SOUND.
SUCH SYSTEM SHALL | NCLUDE BUT NOT BE LIMTED TO THE USE OF STANDARD
AVPLI TUDE MODULATION (AM, FREQUENCY MODULATION (FM, AUDI O | NDUCTI ON
LOOP, | NFRARED LI GHT SOUND, OR HARD W RE SYSTEMS.

S 2. The conmm ssioner of transportation shall pronmulgate any rules,
regul ati ons and standards necessary to give effect of the provisions of
this act, including, but not limted to rules, regulations and standards
concerning the standardi zati on of assistive listening technology avail-
abl e in taxicabs and the content of signs available in taxicabs to visu-
ally inpaired persons.

S 3. This act shall take effect imediately.



