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STATE OF NEW YORK

7522--A
I N SENATE
May 31, 2012

Introduced by Sen. ROBACH -- read twice and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmtted to the Conmttee on Education -- commttee
di scharged, bill anended, ordered reprinted as anmended and reconmmtted
to said conmttee

AN ACT to anend the education law, in relation to a state seal of bili-
teracy

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Legislative intent. (a) It is the intent of the legislature
to encourage excellence for all pupils, and the legislature wishes to
publicly recognize pupils for exenplary achievenents in academ c
st udi es.

(b) The study of Ilanguages other then English in elenentary and
secondary schools should be encouraged because it contributes to a
pupil's cognitive devel opnent and to our national econony and security.

(c) Proficiency in multiple |anguages is critical in enabling New York
to participate effectively in a global political, social, and econom c
context, and in expanding trade with other countries.

(d) The dermand for enployees to be fluent in nore than one | anguage is
i ncreasing both in New York and throughout the world.

(e) The benefits to enployers in having staff fluent in nore than one
| anguage are <clear: access to an expanded market, allow ng business
owners to better serve their custoners' needs, and the sparking of new
marketing ideas that better target a particular audience and open a
channel of communication with customers.

(f) It is the intent of the legislature to pronote linguistic profi-
ciency and cultural literacy in one or nore |anguages in addition to
English and to provide recognition of the attainnent of those needed and
i mportant skills through the establishnent of the state seal of biliter-
acy. A state seal of biliteracy would be affixed on the high schoo
di plonas and transcripts of graduating pupils attaining proficiency in
one or nore | anguages in addition to English.

S 2. The education law is anended by adding a new section 815 to read
as foll ows:

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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S 815. STATE SEAL OF BILITERACY. 1. (A) THE STATE SEAL OF BI LI TERACY
| S ESTABLI SHED TO RECOGNI ZE HI GH SCHOOL GRADUATES WHO HAVE ATTAINED A
H GH LEVEL OF PROFICIENCY IN LI STENI NG, SPEAKI NG READI NG, AND WRI Tl NG
IN ONE OR MORE LANGUAGES | N ADDI TI ON TO ENGLI SH. THE STATE SEAL OF BI LI -
TERACY SHALL BE AWARDED BY THE COWM SSI ONER. SCHOOL DI STRI CT PARTI G-
| PATION I N TH S PROGRAM | S VOLUNTARY.

(B) THE PURPOSES OF THE STATE SEAL OF BI LI TERACY ARE AS FOLLOWE:

(1) TO ENCOURAGE PUPI LS TO STUDY LANGUAGES.

(2) TO CERTI FY ATTAI NMENT OF BI LI TERACY.

(3) TO PROVI DE EMPLOYERS WTH A METHOD OF | DENTIFYING PEOPLE W TH
LANGUAGE AND BI LI TERACY SKI LLS.

(4) TO PROVIDE UNVERSITIES WTH AN ADDI TI ONAL METHOD TO RECOGNI ZE
APPLI CANTS SEEKI NG ADM SSI ON.

(5) TO PREPARE PUPI LS W TH TWENTY- FI RST CENTURY SKI LLS.

(6) TO RECOGNI ZE THE VALUE OF FOREI GN LANGUAGE AND NATIVE LANGUAGE
| NSTRUCTION I N PUBLI C SCHOOLS. FOR THE PURPCSE OF THI S SECTI ON FOREI GN
LANGUAGE MEANS ANY LANGUAGE OTHER THAN ENGLISH (LOTE) | NCLUDI NG ALL
MODERN  LANGUAGES, LATIN, AMERICAN SIGN LANGUAGE, NATIVE AMERI CAN
LANGUAGES AND NATI VE LANGUAGES.

(7) TO STRENGTHEN | NTERGROUP RELATI ONSHI PS, AFFI RM THE VALUE OF Dl VER-
SI TY, AND HONOR THE MULTI PLE CULTURES AND LANGUAGES OF A COVMUNI TY.

2. (A) THE STATE SEAL OF BI LI TERACY CERTIFIES ATTAINMENT OF A H CH
LEVEL OF PROFICIENCY BY A GRADUATI NG HI GH SCHOOL PUPIL IN ONE OR MORE
LANGUACES, | N ADDI TI ON TO ENGLI SH.

(B) THE BOARD OF REGENTS SHALL PROMULGATE SUCH REGULATIONS OF THE
COW SSI ONER AS MAY BE NECESSARY TO ESTABLI SH THE CRI TERI A THAT STUDENTS
MUST ACH EVE TO EARN A STATE SEAL OF BI LI TERACY, WH CH MAY | NCLUDE, BUT
'S NOT LIMTED TO ATTAINMENT OF UNITS OF CREDI T I N ENGLI SH LANGUAGE ARTS
AND LANGUAGES OTHER THAN ENGLI SH, PASSAGE OF STATE ASSESSMENTS |IN
ENGLI SH LANGUAGE ARTS AND LANGUAGE OTHER THAN ENGLI SH, AND PASSAGE OF
SUCH ADDI TlI ONAL ASSESSMENTS OF FORElI GN LANGUAGE PROFI CIENCY AS MAY BE
APPROVED BY THE COWM SSI ONER FOR THI S PURPOSE.

(© FOR PURPCSES OF THI S SECTI ON, FORElI GN LANGUAGE MEANS ANY LANGUAGE
OTHER THAN ENGLI SH (LOTE) | NCLUDI NG ALL MODERN LANGUAGES, LATIN, AMERI -
CAN SI GN LANGUAGE, NATI VE AMERI CAN LANGUAGES AND NATI VE LANGUAGES.

3. THE COW SSI ONER SHALL DO BOTH OF THE FOLLOW NG

(A) PREPARE AND DELI VER TO PARTI Cl PATI NG SCHOOL DI STRI CTS AN APPROPRI -
ATE INSIGNIA TO BE AFFI XED TO THE DI PLOVA AND TRANSCRI PT OF THE PUPI L
| NDI CATI NG THAT THE PUPI L HAS BEEN AWARDED A STATE SEAL OF BI LI TERACY BY
THE COWM SSI ONER

(B) PROVI DE OTHER | NFORMATI ON HE OR SHE DEEMS NECESSARY FOR SCHOOL
DI STRI CTS TO SUCCESSFULLY PARTI Cl PATE | N THE PROGRAM

4. A SCHOOL DI STRICT THAT PARTICIPATES | N THE PROGRAM UNDER THI S
SECTI ON SHALL DO BOTH OF THE FOLLOW NG

(A) MAI NTAI N APPROPRI ATE RECORDS | N ORDER TO | DENTI FY PUPI LS WHO HAVE
EARNED A STATE SEAL OF BI LI TERACY.

(B) AFFI X THE APPROPRIATE INSIGNIA TO THE DI PLOVA AND TRANSCRI PT OF
EACH PUPI L WHO EARNS A STATE SEAL OF BI LI TERACY.

5. NO FEE SHALL BE CHARGED TO A PUPI L PURSUANT TO THI S SECTI ON.

S 3. This act shall take effect on the first of Septenber next
succeedi ng the date on which it shall have becone a | aw



