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STATE OF NEW YORK

6779
I N SENATE
March 21, 2012

Introduced by Sen. O MARA -- read twi ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be committed to the Conmttee on Codes

AN ACT to anend the civil rights law, in relation to protecting a
person's right to know who is behind an anonynous i nternet posting

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED I N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. The civil rights law, is anmended by adding a new section
79-0 to read as foll ows:

S 79-O ANONYMOUS | NTERNET POSTER, RI GHT TO KNOW 1. DEFI NI TIONS. AS
USED IN THI S SECTI ON, THE FOLLON NG WORDS AND TERMS SHALL HAVE THE
FOLLOW NG MEANI NGS:

(A) ANONYMOUS POSTER |S ANY | NDI VI DUAL WHO POSTS A MESSAGE ON A V\EB
SI TE | NCLUDI NG SOCI AL NETWORKS, BLOGS FORUMS, MESSAGE BOARDS OR ANY
OTHER DI SCUSSI ON SI TE WHERE PECOPLE CAN HOLD CONVERSATI ONS | N THE FORM OF
POSTED MESSAGES.

(B) "WEB SITE ADM NI STRATOR' MEANS ANY PERSON OR ENTITY THAT IS
RESPONSI BLE FOR MAI NTAI NI NG A VVEB SI TE OR MANAG NG THE CONTENT OR DEVEL-
OPMENT OF | NFORMATI ON PROVI DED ON A WEB SI TE | NCLUDI NG SOCI AL NETWORKS,
BLOGS FORUMS, MESSAGE BOARDS OR ANY OTHER DI SCUSSI ON SI TE WHERE PEOPLE
CAN HOLD CONVERSATI ONS | N THE FORM OF POSTED MESSAGES, ACCESSIBLE VIA A
NETWORK SUCH AS THE | NTERNET OR A PRI VATE LOCAL AREA NETWORK.

(© "INTERNET" MEANS THE GLOBAL SYSTEM OF | NTERCONNECTED COVPUTER
NETWORKS THAT USE THE | NTERNET PROTOCOL.

(D) "I NTERNET PROTOCOL ADDRESS' OR "IP ADDRESS' MEANS A NUMERI CAL
LABEL ASSIGNED TO EACH COWUTER OR DEVI CE PARTI Cl PATI NG | N A COWUTER
NETWORK THAT USES THE | NTERNET PROTOCOL FOR COVMUNI CATI ON.

2. A VB SI TE ADM NI STRATOR UPON REQUEST SHALL REMOVE ANY COWMENTS
POSTED ON H' S OR HER WEB SI TE BY AN ANONYMOUS POSTER UNLESS SUCH ANONY-
MOUS POSTER AGREES TO ATTACH HI'S OR HER NAME TO THE POST AND CONFI RVB
THAT H'S OR HER | P ADDRESS, LEGAL NAME, AND HOVE ADDRESS ARE ACCURATE.
ALL WEB SI TE ADM NI STRATORS SHALL HAVE A CONTACT NUMBER OR E-MAIL
ADDRESS POSTED FOR SUCH REMOVAL REQUESTS, CLEARLY VISIBLE |IN ANY
SECTI ONS WHERE COMMVENTS ARE POSTED.

S 2. This act shall take effect on the ninetieth day after it shall
have becone a | aw

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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