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STATE OF NEW YORK

6411--A
I N SENATE
February 6, 2012

Introduced by Sens. RIVERA, DIAZ -- read twi ce and ordered printed, and
when printed to be conmtted to the Conmittee on Transportation --
commttee discharged, bill anended, ordered reprinted as anended and
recommtted to said commttee

AN ACT to amend the vehicle and traffic |aw and the executive law, in
relation to enabling veterans to receive benefit information upon
applying for or renewing a driver's |icense

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Subdivision 1 of section 502 of the vehicle and traffic
| aw, as anended by section 2 of part CC of chapter 58 of the I|aws of
2011, is anended to read as foll ows:

1. Application for license. Application for a driver's |icense shal
be made to the comm ssioner. The fee prescribed by | aw nay be subnitted
wi th such application. The applicant shall furnish such proof of identi-
ty, age, and fitness as may be required by the comm ssioner. The commi s-
sioner may al so provide that the application procedure shall include the
taking of a photo imge or imges of the applicant in accordance with
rul es and regul ati ons prescribed by the conm ssioner. In addition, the
comm ssioner also shall require that the applicant provide his or her
soci al security nunber and provi de space on the application so that the
applicant may register in the New York state organ and tissue donor
regi stry under section forty-three hundred ten of the public health | aw
| N ADDI TI ON, THE COWM SSI ONER SHALL ENSURE THAT SPACE |'S PROVI DED ON THE
APPLI CATI ON TO ENABLE ANY APPLI CANT WHO HAS SERVED IN THE ARMED FORCES
O THE UN TED STATES FOR ANY DURATION OF TI ME, TO REQ STER TO RECEI VE
| NFORMATI ON FROM THE DI VI SI ON OF VETERANS' AFFAI RS BY EMAI L OR TELEPHONE
REGARDI NG BENEFI TS TO WHI CH SUCH APPLI CANT MAY BE ENTI TLED AND THAT THE
FOLLONNG IS STATED ON THE APPLICATION: "BY CHECKING TH S BOX, YQOU
CERTI FY THAT YOU SERVED IN THE ARMED FORCES OF THE UNI TED STATES AND YQU
G VE PERM SSI ON TO THE DEPARTMENT OF MOTOR VEHI CLES TO SHARE YOUR NAME
AND CONTACT | NFORMVATION WTH THE DI VI SI ON OF VETERANS' AFFAI RS TO ENABLE
THE DI VI SI ON OF VETERANS' AFFAI RS TO CONTACT YOQU VI A EMAI L, TELEPHONE OR
MAI L REGARDI NG BENEFI TS TO WHI CH YOU MAY BE ENTI TLED'. In addition, an
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applicant for a conmercial driver's |license who will operate a comrer-
cial notor vehicle in interstate commerce shall certify that such appli-
cant nmeets the requirenents to operate a commercial notor vehicle, as
set forth in public law 99-570, title XIl, and title 49 of the code of
federal regulations, and all regulations promulgated by the United
States secretary of transportation under the hazardous materials trans-
portation act. In addition, an applicant for a comrercial driver's
license shall submt a nmedical certificate at such intervals as required
by the federal notor carrier safety inprovenent act of 1999 and Part
383.71(h) of title 49 of the code of federal regulations relating to
medical certification and in a manner prescribed by the comm ssioner.
For purposes of this section and sections five hundred three and five
hundred ten-a of this title, the term"nedical certificate" shall nean a
form substantially in conpliance with the form set forth in Part
391.43(h) of title 49 of the code of federal regulations. Upon a deter-
mnation that the holder of a comercial driver's license has nade any
fal se statenent, with respect to the application for such |icense, the
conmi ssi oner shall revoke such |icense.

S 2. Paragraph (a) of subdivision 6 of section 502 of the vehicle and
traffic aw, as anended by section 3 of part K of chapter 59 of the |aws
of 2009, is anended to read as foll ows:

(a) Alicense issued pursuant to subdivision five of this section
shall be valid until the expiration date contained thereon, unless such
license is suspended, revoked or cancelled. Such |license nay be renewed
by subm ssion of an application for renewal, the fee prescribed by |aw,
proofs of prior licensing, fitness and acceptable vision prescribed by
the comm ssioner, the applicant's social security nunber, and if
required by the conm ssioner a photo image of the applicant in such
nunbers and formas the conmm ssioner shall prescribe. [|IN ADDITION, THE
COW SSI ONER SHALL ENSURE THAT SPACE |I'S PROVI DED ON THE APPLI CATI ON FOR
RENEWAL TO ENABLE ANY APPLI CANT WHO HAS SERVED | N THE ARMED FORCES OF
THE UNI TED STATES TO REGQ STER TO RECEI VE | NFORVATI ON FROM THE DI VI SI ON
OF VETERANS' AFFAI RS BY EMAI L OR TELEPHONE REGARDI NG BENEFI TS TO WHI CH
SUCH APPLI CANT MAY BE ENTI TLED AND THAT THE FOLLOAN NG | S STATED ON THE
APPLI CATION FOR RENEWAL: "BY CHECKING TH S BOX, YOU CERTIFY THAT YOU
SERVED | N THE ARVMED FORCES OF THE UNI TED STATES AND YOU G VE PERM SSI ON
TO THE DEPARTMENT OF MOTOR VEH CLES TO SHARE YOUR NAME AND CONTACT
| NFORVMATI ON W TH THE DI VI SI ON OF VETERANS' AFFAIRS TO ENABLE THE DI VI -
SION OF VETERANS' AFFAI RS TO CONTACT YOU VI A EMAI L, TELEPHONE OR MAI L
REGARDI NG BENEFI TS TO WHI CH YOU MAY BE ENTI TLED'. In addition, an appli -
cant for renewal of a license containing a hazardous material endorse-
ment shall pass an exam nation to retain such endorsenent. The conmm s-
sioner shall, with respect to the renewal of a hazardous naterials
endorsenent, conply wth the requirenents inposed upon states by
sections 383.141 and 1572.13 of title 49 of the code of federal regu-
lations. A renewal of such |icense shall be issued by the conm ssioner
upon approval of such application, except that no such license shall be
issued if its issuance would be inconsistent with the provisions of
section five hundred sixteen of this title, and except that the conm s-
sioner may refuse to renew such license if the applicant is the hol der
of a currently valid or renewable license to drive issued by another
state or foreign country unless the applicant surrenders such |icense.

S 3. Subdivision 3 of section 490 of the vehicle and traffic lawis
anmended by addi ng a new paragraph (d) to read as foll ows:

(D) I'N ADDI TI ON, THE COWM SSI ONER SHALL ENSURE THAT SPACE |'S PROVI DED
ON THE APPLI CATI ON AND THE APPLI CATI ON FOR RENEWAL TO ENABLE ANY APPLI -
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CANT WHO HAS SERVED I N THE ARMED FORCES OF THE UNI TED STATES TO REGQ STER
TO RECEI VE | NFORVATI ON FROM THE DI VI SI ON OF VETERANS' AFFAI RS BY EMAI L,
TELEPHONE OR MAIL REGARDING BENEFITS TO WH CH SUCH APPLI CANT MAY BE
ENTI TLED AND THAT THE FOLLOW NG | S STATED ON THE APPLI CATI ON AND APPLI -
CATI ON FOR RENEWAL: "BY CHECKING THI S BOX, YOU CERTIFY THAT YOU SERVED
IN THE ARMED FORCES OF THE UNI TED STATES AND YOU G VE PERM SSI ON TO THE
DEPARTMENT OF MOTOR VEH CLES TO SHARE YOUR NAME AND CONTACT | NFORVATI ON
WTH THE DI VI SI ON OF VETERANS' AFFAI RS TO ENABLE THE DI VI SI ON OF VETER-
ANS' AFFAI RS TO CONTACT YOU VI A EMAI L OR TELEPHONE REGARDI NG BENEFI TS TO
VH CH YOU MAY BE ENTI TLED'.

S 4. Section 508 of the vehicle and traffic law is anmended by adding a
new subdi vision 6 to read as foll ows:

6. THE COWM SSI ONER SHALL APPO NT AGENTS TO ACT ON HS OR HER BEHALF
TO COLLECT, STORE AND MAKE AVAILABLE TO THE DI VI SION OF VETERANS
AFFAI RS THE NAVE AND CONTACT | NFORMATI ON OF AN APPLI CANT WHO SERVED I N
THE ARMED FORCES OF THE UNI TED STATES FOR ANY DURATI ON OF TI ME AND WHO
REQUESTS TO RECEI VE BENEFI T | NFORVATI ON FROM THE DI VI SION OF VETERANS
AFFAI RS PURSUANT TO SUBDI VI SI ON ONE OR PARAGRAPH (A) OF SUBDI VI SI ON SI X
OF SECTI ON FI VE HUNDRED TWD OF THI S ARTI CLE.

S 5. Section 353 of the executive law is anmended by adding a new
subdi vision 21 to read as foll ows:

21. TO COORDI NATE W TH THE DEPARTMENT OF MOTOR VEH CLES PURSUANT TO
SUBDI VI SI ON ONE OR PARAGRAPH (A) OF SUBDIVISION SIX OF SECTION FIVE
HUNDRED TWO OF THE VEH CLE AND TRAFFI C LAW TO RETRI EVE NAVE AND CONTACT
| NFORVMATI ON OF APPLI CANTS WHO SERVED | N THE ARMED FORCES OF THE UNI TED
STATES FOR ANY DURATI ON OF TI ME WHO ARE APPLYI NG FOR OR RENEW NG THEI R
DRI VER S LI CENSES AND WHO REQUEST TO BE CONTACTED BY THE DIVISION VIA
EMAI L, TELEPHONE OR MAIL REGARDI NG BENEFI TS TO WHI CH THEY MAY BE ENTI -
TLED.

S 6. Subdivision 3 of section 502 of the vehicle and traffic law, as
anended by chapter 458 of the laws of 2011, is anmended to read as
fol | ows:

3. Application for learner's permt. An application for a learner's
permt shall be included in the application for a |icense. THE COWM S-
SI ONER SHALL ENSURE THAT SPACE |'S PROVI DED ON THE APPLI CATI ON TO ENABLE
ANY APPLI CANT WHO HAS SERVED IN THE ARMED FORCES OF THE UNI TED STATES
FOR ANY DURATION OF TIME, TO REG STER OR RECEI VE | NFORMATION FROM THE
DIVISION OF VETERANS AFFAIRS BY EMAI L OR TELEPHONE REGARDI NG BENEFI TS
TO WHI CH SUCH APPLI CANT MAY BE ENTI TLED AND THAT THE FOLLOW NG | S STATED
ON THE APPLI CATI ON: "BY CHECKING THI S BOX, YOU CERTIFY THAT YOU SERVED
IN THE ARMED FORCES OF THE UNI TED STATES AND YOU G VE PERM SSI ON TO THE
DEPARTMENT OF MOTOR VEH CLES TO SHARE YOUR NAME AND CONTACT | NFORVATI ON
WTH THE DI VI SI ON OF VETERANS' AFFAI RS TO ENABLE THE DI VI SI ON OF VETER-
ANS' AFFAI RS TO CONTACT YOU VI A EMAIL, TELEPHONE OR MAI L REGARDI NG BENE-
FITS TO VWH CH YOU MAY BE ENTI TLED'. A learner's permt shall be issued
in such formas the comm ssioner shall determ ne but shall not be issued
unl ess the applicant has successfully passed the vision test required by
this section and the test set forth in paragraph (a) of subdivision four
of this section with respect to laws relating to traffic and ability to
read and conprehend traffic signs and synbols and has satisfactorily
conpl eted any course required pursuant to paragraph (a) of subdivision
four of this section. Upon acceptance of an application for a |earner's
permt the conmm ssioner shall provide the applicant with a driver's
manual which includes but is not Iimted to the laws relating to traf-
fic, the laws relating to and physiological effects of driving while
ability inpaired and driving while intoxicated, the law for exercising
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due care to avoid colliding with a parked, stopped or standi ng author-
i zed enmergency vehicle or hazard vehicle pursuant to section eleven
hundred forty-four-a of this chapter, explanations of traffic signs and
synbol s and such other natters as the conm ssioner may prescri be.

S 7. This act shall take effect imediately.



