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Introduced by Sen. LITTLE -- read twi ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be committed to the Conmittee on Transportation

AN ACT to anend the vehicle and traffic law, in relation to establishing
speed limts in towns

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Section 1622 of the vehicle and traffic |law, as anended by
chapter 420 of the laws of 1968, subdivision 1 as anended by chapter 563
of the laws of 2002, subdivision 2 as anended by chapter 83 of the |aws
of 1969, is anended to read as foll ows:

S 1622. Speed limts on county roads and town highways. 1. The
departnment of transportation upon the request of the county superinten-
dent of highways of a county and the town board of the town or towns
affected with respect to county roads and town hi ghways in such town or
towns outside of cities or villages, may by order, rule or regul ation:

[1.] (A Establish nmaxi mum speed limts at which vehicles nmay proceed
on or along such highways higher or |ower than the fifty-five mles per
hour statutory maximumspeed |imt. No such [imt shall be established
at less than twenty-five mles per hour, except that school speed Iimts
may be established at not less than fifteen mles per hour, for a
distance not to exceed one thousand three hundred twenty feet, on a
hi ghway passing a school building, entrance or exit of a school abutting
on the hi ghway.

[2.] (B) Establish maxi mum speed Iimts at which vehicles my proceed
on or along all such highways Iying within an area or areas as desig-
nated by a description of the boundaries of such area or areas subnitted
by the county superintendent of highways of a county and the town board
of the town or towns affected lower than fifty-five mles per hour stat-
utory nmaxinmum speed limt. No such limt shall be established at |ess
than thirty mles per hour.

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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2. (A) NOTW THSTANDI NG THE PROVISIONS OF SUBDIVISION ONE OF THI'S
SECTI ON, IN LIEU OF MAKI NG A REQUEST OF THE DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATI ON
PURSUANT TO SUCH SUBDI VI SI ON, THE TOAN BOARD OF ANY TOWN, EXCLUSI VE OF
SUBURBAN TOMNS AND TOANS HAVI NG A POPULATI ON EXCEEDI NG FIFTY THOUSAND,
W TH RESPECT TO TOM H GHWAYS WHI CH HAVE BEEN FUNCTI ONALLY CLASSI FI ED BY
THE DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATI ON AS LOCAL ROADS ON OFFI Cl AL FUNCTI ONAL
CLASSI FI CATI ON MAPS APPROVED BY THE FEDERAL HI GHWAY ADM NI STRATI ON
PURSUANT TO PART 470.105 OF TITLE 23 OF THE CODE OF FEDERAL REGULATI ONS,
AS AMENDED FROM TIME TO TIME, AND WH CH ARE QUTSIDE OF ClI TI ES AND
VI LLAGES, MAY BY LOCAL LAW ORDI NANCE, ORDER, RULE OR REGULATI ON:

(1) ESTABLI SH MAXI MUM SPEED LIM TS AT WH CH VEHI CLES MAY PROCEED ON OR
ALONG SUCH HI GHWAYS LOWER THAN THE FI FTY-FI VE M LES PER HOUR STATUTORY
MAXIMUM SPEED LIMT. NO SUCH LIMT SHALL BE ESTABLI SHED AT LESS THAN
TVENTY- FI VE M LES PER HOUR, EXCEPT THAT SCHOOL SPEED LIMTS MAY BE
ESTABLI SHED AT NOT LESS THAN FI FTEEN M LES PER HOUR, FOR A DI STANCE NOT
TO EXCEED ONE THOUSAND THREE HUNDRED TWENTY FEET, ON A HI GHWAY PASSI NG A
SCHOOL BUI LDI NG ENTRANCE OR EXIT OF A SCHOOL ABUTTI NG ON THE HI GHWAY.

(1'l) ESTABLI SH MAXI MUM SPEED LI M TS AT WHI CH VEHI CLES MAY PROCEED ON
OR ALONG ALL SUCH HI GHWAYS LYI NG WTHI N AN AREA OR AREAS LONER THAN THE
FI FTY-FI VE M LES PER HOUR STATUTORY MAXI MUM SPEED LIMT. NO SUCH LIMT
SHALL BE ESTABLI SHED AT LESS THAN THI RTY M LES PER HOUR.

(B) NO SUCH SPEED LIMTS SHALL BE ESTABLI SHED EXCEPT | N ACCORDANCE
W TH THE ENG NEERI NG CONSI DERATI ONS AND FACTORS FOR SPEED LIMTS SET
FORTH IN THE NEW YORK STATE MANUAL AND SPECI FI CATI ONS FOR A UNI FORM
SYSTEM OF TRAFFI C CONTROL DEVI CES AS SUCH MANUAL AND SPECI FI CATI ONS MAY
BE AVENDED FROM TI ME TO TI ME, CERTI FIED BY A LI CENSED PROFESSI ONAL ENd -
NEER WHO SPECI ALI ZES | N TRAFFI C OPERATI ONS.

(© FOR THE PURPCSES OF THI S SECTI ON, THE TERM " NEW YORK STATE MANUAL
AND SPECI FI CATIONS FOR A UNI FORM SYSTEM OF TRAFFIC CONTROL DEVI CES"
SHALL MEAN THE NATIONAL MANUAL OF UN FORM TRAFFI C CONTROL DEVI CES
PROMULGATED BY THE FEDERAL H GHWAY ADM NI STRATI ON PURSUANT TO SUBPART
(F) OF PART 655 OF TITLE 23 OF THE CODE OF FEDERAL REGULATI ONS AND THE
NEW YORK STATE SUPPLEMENT ADOPTED BY THE COVMM SSI ONER OF TRANSPORTATI ON
PURSUANT TO SECTI ON SI XTEEN HUNDRED EI GHTY OF THI S TI TLE, AND THE TERM
"TOMW H GHWAYS' SHALL HAVE THE SAME MEANI NG AS SUCH TERM | S DEFINED BY
SUBDI VI SI ON FI VE OF SECTI ON THREE OF THE H GHWAY LAW

(D) NOTHI NG CONTAINED IN THI S SUBDI VI SI ON SHALL BE DEEMED TO ALTER THE
AUTHORI TY OF THE DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATI ON TO ESTABLI SH MAXI MUM SPEED
LIMTS AT THE REQUEST OF A TOAN BOARD W TH RESPECT TO ALL TOAN HI GHWAYS
W THI N SUCH TOWN OQUTSIDE OF CI TIES AND VI LLAGES PURSUANT TO SUBDI VI SI ON
ONE OF THI'S SECTION, PROVIDED THAT NO MAXI MUM SPEED LI M TS HAVE BEEN
ESTABLI SHED BY SUCH TOAMN BOARD PURSUANT TO THI 'S SUBDI VI SI ON ON ANY TOWN
H GHWAY FUNCTI ONALLY CLASSI FI ED AS A LOCAL ROAD W THI N SUCH TO.

S 2. This act shall take effect on the one hundred eightieth day after
it shall have becone a | aw, provided, however, that effective i medi at e-
ly, the departnent of transportation is authorized and directed to
pronmul gate such rules and regul ati ons as are necessary for the inplenen-
tation of this act on its effective date.



