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Introduced by Sen. SALAND -- read twice and ordered printed, and when
printed to be committed to the Conmttee on Codes

AN ACT to anend the crimnal procedure law, in relation to expandi ng the
nunber of a victims famly nmenbers who may speak at the sentencing of
a def endant

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. This act shall be known and may be cited as the "victins'
voi ces for justice act".

S 2. Subparagraph 2 of paragraph (a) of subdivision 2 of section
380.50 of the crimnal procedure |aw, as separately anended by chapters
173 and 198 of the laws of 1996, is anended to read as foll ows:

(2) if such victimis wunable or wunwilling to express hinmself or
herself before the court or a person so nmentally or physically disabled
as to make it inpracticable to appear in court in person or the wvictim
is deceased, [a nenber] THEN MEMBERS of the famly of such victim
| NCLUDI NG THE SPOUSE, PARENTS, GRANDPARENTS, CHI LDREN, GRANDCHI LDREN
SI BLI NGS, AUNTS AND UNCLES, or the legal guardian or representative of
the | egal guardian of the victimwhere such guardian or representative
has personal know edge of and a relationship with the victim unless the
court finds that it would be inappropriate for such person to nake a
statenment on behalf of the victim FOR THE PURPOSES OF TH' S SUBPARA-
GRAPH, THE TERM "SPOUSE" SHALL ALSO | NCLUDE A DOVESTI C PARTNER. THE
TERM " DOVESTI C PARTNER' MEANS A PERSON WHO RESIDED WTH THE VICTIM AND
VHO CAN PROVE EMOTI ONAL AND FI NANCI AL COVM TMENT, AND | NTERDEPENDENCE
BETWEEN SUCH PERSON AND THE VI CTI M

S 3. This act shall take effect immediately.

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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