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ordered printed, and when printed to be conmitted to the Conmttee on
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reported favorably from said conmittee, ordered to first report,
anmended on first report, ordered to a second report, and to be
reprinted as anended, retaining its place in the order of second
report

AN ACT to anend the environnental conservation law, in relation to
prohi biting the possession or sale of bear gall bl adder

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Subdivision 9 of section 11-0917 of the environnental
conservation | aw, paragraph b as added by chapter 491 of the I|aws of
1984, paragraph ¢ as added and paragraphs d and e as relettered by chap-
ter 182 of the |aws of 1993 and paragraph f as anended by chapter 432 of
the laws of 1997, is anended to read as foll ows:

9. a. The flesh of cottontail rabbits, varying hares, European hares,
squirrels, bear and deer shall not be bought or sold[, except as
provided in section 11-1713 with respect to bear].

b. BEAR GALLBLADDERS AND BI LE SHALL NOT BE POSSESSED, BARTERED, SOLD
OR OFFERED FOR SALE OR OFFERED FOR BARTER UNLESS A VALID BEAR TAG IS
ATTACHED. FOR THE PURPCSES OF THI S PARAGRAPH A VALI D BEAR TAG SHALL MEAN
THE TAG OR SIMLAR | DENTIFI CATI ON REQUI RED BY THE GOVERNMENTAL ENTI TY
THAT PERM TTED THE LEGAL TAKI NG OF SUCH BEAR POSSESSI ON OF A BEAR GALL-
BLADDER W THOUT A VALI D BEAR TAG SHALL BE PRIMA FACIE EVIDENCE OF A
VIOLATION OF TH'S PARAGRAPH. A M N MUM FI VE THOUSAND DOLLAR PENALTY
SHALL BE | SSUED PER | NFRACTION OF THI' S PARAGRAPH. NOTHING IN TH'S
SECTI ON PRCHI BI TS AN OFFI CER, EMPLOYEE, OR AGENT OF THE FEDERAL GOVERN-
MENT OR THE DEPARTMENT FROM POSSESSI NG  TRANSPORTI NG  DELI VERING OR

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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RECEI VING BEAR GALLBLADDERS OR BILE, FOR WLDLIFE LAW ENFORCEMENT
PURPCSES.

C. Notwi thstandi ng paragraph a of this subdivision, gane |legally taken
may be possessed, prepared and served by a non-profit organi zation at
any nmeeting for the nenbers and guests provided that there is no charge
for the neal

[c.] D. Gane legally taken may be donated to, and possessed, prepared
and distributed by a charitable or not-for-profit organization which
serves or distributes food without cost to the poor or needy. Gane or
packages of gane donated pursuant to this paragraph shall, notw thstand-
ing the requirenments for tagging and |labelling of gane contained in
par agraph b of subdivision 5 of section 11-0911 of this [chapter] TITLE,

be tagged, Ilabelled or nmarked "not for sale" and such tag, |abel or
mar ki ng shall identify the type of neat, the |I|icense nunber of the
taker, the nane and address of the professional processor of the gane
and the date of processing. The departnment shall nake available

instructions for the safe and sanitary preparation of game, a list of
pr of essi onal processors where potential donors may take their game for
preparation and packaging and a list of charitable or not-for-profit
or gani zati ons whi ch accept donations of ganme. Professional processors,
charitable and not-for-profit organizations nmay notify the departnment of
their intention to participate in such distribution, and the depart nent
shall include themin its lists unless good cause ot herw se exists.

[d.] E. The dead bodies of birds belonging to all species or subspe-
cies native to this state, defined in SUBD VISION FIVE OF section
11-0103 OF THI S ARTI CLE, [subdivision 5] as protected wld birds, or
belonging to any fam |y of which any species or subspecies is native to
this state, and is so defined in SUBD VI SION FIVE OF section 11-0103 OF
TH'S ARTICLE, [subdivision 5] shall not be sold, offered for sale or
possessed for sale, for food purposes.

[e.] F. The plumage, skin or body of any wild bird shall not be sold,
possessed for sale or offered for sale [except as pernmitted by section
11-1729 or 11-1731 of the Fish and Wldlife Law.

[f.] G No live wdlf, coyote, coydog, fox, skunk, venonous reptile or
raccoon shall be possessed or transported, except under a |icense or
permt issued by the departnent. Every such license or permt shal
contain a prom nent notice thereon warning the licensee or permttee of
his or her duty to exercise due care in safeguarding the public from
attack by such wild animal or venonous reptile and that failure to do so
is a crime under section three hundred seventy of the agriculture and
markets |aw. The provisions of the opening paragraph of section three
hundred seventy of the agriculture and markets |aw except the | ast
sentence thereof shall be set forth on such license or permt inmediate-
Iy foll owi ng such warni ng noti ce.

S 2. Section 11-0911 of the environmental conservation |law is anmended
by addi ng a new subdivision 6 to read as foll ows:

6. A THE TAKER MAY TRANSPORT THE CARCASS OF THE BEAR, FOR THE
PURPCSES OF HARVESTI NG THE GALLBLADDER AND/ OR BI LE, ONLY | F THE BEAR TAG
| S ATTACHED THERETO.

B. NO PERSON TAKI NG POSSESSI NG OR TRANSPORTI NG BEAR SHALL FAIL TO
COWLY WTH THE MANDATORY REQUI REMENTS OF THI'S SECTI ON AND SECTI ON
11-0917 OF THI' S TI TLE.

S 3. Section 11-1733 of the environmental conservation |aw, the undes-
i gnat ed paragraph as anended by chapter 432 of the laws of 1997, s
amended to read as foll ows:

S 11-1733. Taxi dernmny.
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Persons engaged for hire in the business of preparing, stuffing or
nmounting of skins of fish or wildlife shall keep in their place of busi-
ness a [register] TRUE AND COVPLETE RECORD, IN SUCH FORM AS IS REQUI RED
BY THE COWM SSI ONER showi ng the nane or description of every specinen
received, the date of receipt and the nane and address of the person
from whom received. |IN ADDI TI ON, SUCH PERSONS SHALL ALSO RECORD ALL BEAR
GALLBLADDERS AND BI LE RECEI VED ALONG WTH | NFORMATION FROM THE VALID
BEAR TAG REQUI RED | N PARAGRAPH B OF SUBDI VI SION NI NE OF SECTI ON 11-0917
OF TH'S ARTICLE. |IN THE EVENT THAT SUCH PERSON SELLS OR BARTERS ANY
GALLBLADDER OR BILE THE RECORD SHALL ALSO I NCLUDE THE NAME AND ADDRESS
OF THE PERSON OR PERSONS TO WHOM SUCH | TEMS WERE SOLD OR BARTERED. SUCH
| NFORVATI ON SHALL BE REPORTED TO THE DEPARTMENT ANNUALLY AND RETAI NED
FOR AT LEAST FI VE YEARS. Conservation officers and ot her persons author-
i zed by the departnent shall have access to the register at all tines.

S 4. Subdivision 2 of section 71-0921 of the environnmental conserva-
tion law, as separately amended by chapters 313 and 711 of the |aws of
1980, is amended to read as foll ows:

2. The illegal taking of a bear |ess than one year old or the taking
of a bear by a nmeans or method not permtted by this chapter. Such
m sdeneanor shall be punishable by inprisonnment for not nore than one

year or by a fine of not nore than two thousand dollars, or by both such
i mpri sonment and fine. THE SALE OF BEAR GALLBLADDER/ BI LE I N VI OLATI ON OF
PARAGRAPH B OF SUBDI VI SION NI NE OF SECTION 11-0917 OF THI S CHAPTER SHALL
BE PUNI SHABLE BY A FINE OF FI VE THOUSAND DOLLARS PER VI OLATI ON.

S 5. The departnent of environnmental conservation shall publish infor-
mation reported pursuant to section 11-1733 of the environnental conser-

vation law on the departnent's website. Any personally identifying
information shall not be included on the website. The departnent shal
al so include information, in the publication authorized in section

11-0323 of the environnental conservation |aw, indicating that bear
gal | bl adders and/or bile nay not be sold in a manner contrary to section
11-0917 of the environmental conservation |aw

S 6. This act shall take effect January first next succeeding the date
on which this act shall have becone a law. Effective imrediately, the
addi tion, anendnent and/or repeal of any rule or regul ati on necessary
for the inplenentation of this act on its effective date are authorized
and directed to be made and conpl eted on or before such effective date.



