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February 22, 2011

Introduced by Sen. McDONALD -- read twice and ordered printed, and when
printed to be committed to the Conmittee on Mental Health and Devel op-
mental Disabilities -- reported favorably from said commttee and
commtted to the Commttee on Judiciary -- commttee discharged, bill
anmended, ordered reprinted as anmended and recommitted to said commt-
tee

AN ACT to amend the nental hygiene law, in relation to providing a
nmental hygi ene | egal service to certain patients or residents of resi-
dential healthcare facilities

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Subdivision (a) of section 47.01 of the nental hygi ene |aw,
as anended by chapter 7 of +the laws of 2007, is anmended to read as
fol | ows:

(a) There shall be a nmental hygiene |egal service of the state in each
judicial departnment. The service shall provide |egal assistance to
patients or residents of a facility as defined in section 1.03 of this
chapter, PATIENTS OR RESIDENTS OF RESIDENTI AL HEALTHCARE FACILITIES
LI CENSED AND OPERATI NG PURSUANT TO ARTI CLE TWENTY-ElI GHT OF THE PUBLI C
HEALTH LAW WHO HAVE BEEN ADM TTED DI RECTLY FROM A FACI LI TY AS DEFI NED I N
SECTI ON 1.03 OF TH' S CHAPTER AND WHO HAVE A SERIQUS MENTAL |LLNESS AS
DEFINED IN SECTION 1.03 OF TH'S CHAPTER AND ARE RECEI VI NG SERVI CES
RELATED TO SUCH I LLNESS, or any other place or facility which is
required to have an operating certificate pursuant to article sixteen or
thirty-one of this chapter, and to persons alleged to be in need of care
and treatnent in such facilities or places, and to persons entitled to
such | egal assistance as provided by article ten of this chapter. The
head of such service in each judicial departnent and such assistants and
such staff as may be necessary shall be appoi nted and may be renoved by
the presiding justice of the appellate division of the judicial depart-
nent . Appoi ntrments and transfers to the service shall conply with the

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
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provi sions of the civil service law. Standards for qualifications of the
personnel in the service shall be established by the presiding justice
of the appellate division of the judicial departnment. The presiding
justice of +the appellate division of the judicial departnent shal
promul gate such rules or regulations as nay be necessary to effectuate
t he purposes of this article.

S 2. This act shall take effect immediately.



