LEG SLATI VE RESCOLUTI ON conmendi ng Paarth Shah, of Horseheads, New York,
upon the occasion of his designation as a State Honoree in the 16th
Annual Prudential Spirit of Community Awards program

WHEREAS, It is the sense of this Legislative Body to act, in accord with
its long-standing traditions, honoring the youth of today, and |eaders
of tonorrow, whose character and achi evenents exenplify the ideals and
val ues cherished by this great State and nation; and

WHEREAS, Paarth Shah has distinguished hinself as a young man of
superlative ability, establishing a high standard of community service,
pur poseful ness of |ife, and sense of responsibility rarely achieved in
yout hful years; and

WHEREAS, Paarth Shah, age 16, of Horseheads, New York, and a Junior at
Hor seheads Hi gh School, has achi eved national recognition for exenplary
vol unteer service by being named a 2011 Prudential Spirit of Conmunity
St at e Honoree; he was nom nated for this high honor by Horseheads High
School ; and

WHEREAS, The Prudential Spirit of Community Awards, created in 1995 by
Prudential Financial in partnership wth the National Association of
Secondary School Principals (NASSP), are designed to enphasize the
i nportance our nation places on service to others, and to encourage al
young Americans to contribute to their conmunities; and

WHEREAS, As one of only two New York State Honorees, Paarth Shah wll
receive a nonetary award, an engraved silver nedallion, and a trip to
Washi ngton, D.C., April 30-May 3, 2011, for a series of national recog-
nition events; and

VWHEREAS, Paarth Shah raised $23,000 to renovate conputer |lab facili-
ties at schools in India; during a trip tolndia with his parents in
2003, Paarth was struck by the level of poverty he saw there; and

WHEREAS, Three years |ater when he saw TV news reports of flooding in
the town of Surat, Paarth Shah was deeply saddened by the loss of life
and property due to the torrential rains and ravaging waters and every
time he would eat, drink or have fun, the thought of those in Surat
pl agued him and

WHEREAS, Paarth Shah decided to do sonething to help and recruited two
friends to help him raise noney by conducting a penny drive, making
presentations to |ocal businesses and conmunity organizations, and
appeal ing for donations at |ocal Indian events; and

WHEREAS, As a result of these efforts, Paarth returned to India and
provi ded funds to renovate conputer lab facilities at two schools in
Surat and to install 60 conputers, benefiting nore than 3,000 students;
and

WHEREAS, He al so conducted a workshop for the students on the inpor-
tance of community service; and

WHEREAS, Also, while he was in India, Paarth Shah encountered a poor
woman crying in the street because her son had died and she didn't have
the noney to cremate him Paarth is now working to rai se enough noney to
build a crematoriumfor the village; and

WHEREAS, The success of the State of New York, the strength of our
communities, and the vitality of Anerican society depend, in great neas-
ure, upon the dedication of young people |like Paarth Shah who use their
consi derabl e talents and resources to serve others; and

WHEREAS, This Legislative Body is noved to honor Paarth Shah, comend-
ing him for his outstanding record of volunteer service, peer |eader-
ship, and conmunity service and recogni zing the value of his labors and
the promi se of his future; now, therefore, be it

RESCLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations with
prai se and pride to conmend Paarth Shah for his achievenents and to



extend to himthe best wishes of this Legislative Body for a future of
pur poseful success and well-being, fully confident of his response to
the challenges of a pronmising future and appreciative of the nodel he
represents for all young people of the Enpire State; and be it further

RESCLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be tran-
smtted to Paarth Shah.



