LEG SLATIVE RESOLUTION nenorializing Governor Andrew M Cuonp to
procl ai m February 2012 as Dom nican Heritage Month in the State of New
Yor k

WHEREAS, It is the sense of this Legislative Body, in keeping with its
ti me-honored traditions, to recognize and pay tribute to those who
foster ethnic pride and enhance the profile of cultural diversity which
strengthen the fabric of the communities of New York State; and

WHEREAS, The citizens of this great Enpire State are proud to recog-
nize and comrenorate Dom ni can Heritage Month, an observance that cel e-
brates the contributions of Domnican-Anericans to New York State's
uni que heritage; and

WHEREAS, Attendant to such concern, and in full accord with its |ong-
standing traditions, this Legislative Body is justly proud to nenorial-
ize Governor Andrew M Cuono to proclaimFebruary 2012 as Dom ni can
Heritage Month in the State of New York; and

WHEREAS, |n 1838, one of the country's patriarchs and national found-
er, Juan Pablo Duarte, established a secret society called La Trinita-
ria, which sought the conpl ete i ndependence of Santo Doni ngo w thout any
foreign intervention; Ranon Matias Mlia and Francisco del Rosario
Sanchez, despite not being anong the founding nenbers of La Trinitaria,
were decisive in the fight for independence; they and Juan Pablo Duarte
are the three Founding Fathers of the Dom nican Republic; and

WHEREAS, On February 27, 1844, the Trinitarios (Trinitarians) declared
the Domi ni can Republic's independence fromHaiti; and

WHEREAS, The follow ng dates and events are of great significance and
serve as a distinct awareness of the rich Dom nican heritage: Thursday,
January 26, 2012, marks the 199th Anniversary of the birth of patriarch
Juan Pabl o Duarte; and Monday, February 27, 2012, is the 168th Anniver-
sary of the independence of the Dom nican Republic; and

WHEREAS, On Monday, February 13, 2012, Dom ni can conmunities across
the State of New York will join in celebrating and recogni zing the nmany
contributions and Ilegacies that are attributed to these fine Dom nican
Aneri cans; and

WHEREAS, This Legislative Body is honored to recogni ze several distin-
gui shed dignitaries, including: H's Excellency Anbassador Anibal de
Castro, Dom ni can Anbassador to the United States; Consul General Maxi np
Corsino of the Dom nican Republic in New York; and Anbassador Roberto
Sal adi n, Dom ni can Anbassador to the Organi zation of Anerican States;
and

WHEREAS, It is duly fitting that all New Yorkers join in these inpor-
tant celebrations of one of our State's nost vibrant comunities; this
much antici pated observance and its acconpanying activities will foster
greater appreciation for Donminican culture and serve to pronote the
spirit of cooperation that is characteristic of all citizens of New York
State; now, therefore, be it

RESCLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
nmenori al i ze Governor Andrew M Cuonp to proclai m February 2012 as Domi n-
ican Heritage Month in the State of New York; and be it further

RESCLVED, That copies of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be tran-
smtted to The Honorabl e Andrew M Cuonp, CGovernor of the State of New
York; Anbassador Ani bal de Castro; and Consul Ceneral Maxi no Corsino of
t he Domi ni can Republic in New YorKk.



