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STATE OF NEW YORK

960-- A
2009- 2010 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N SENATE
January 22, 2009

Introduced by Sens. C. JOHANSON, ADAMS, DIAZ, DUANE, FOLEY, KRUEGER,
MONTGOVERY, ONORATO, PARKER, SAMPSON, SAVINO, SERRANO, STAVI SKY,
THOWSON -- read twice and ordered printed, and when printed to be
commtted to the Commttee on Insurance -- conmmittee discharged, bill
anmended, ordered reprinted as anended and reconmitted to said commt-
tee

AN ACT to anend the insurance law, in relation to health insurance bene-
fits for donestic partners

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Paragraph 3 of subsection (a) of section 3216 of the insur-
ance |aw is amended and a new paragraph 5 is added to read as foll ows:

(3) "Famly" may include husband, w fe, DOVESTI C PARTNER or dependent
children, or any other person dependent upon the policyhol der.

(5) "DOVESTI C PARTNER' SHALL MEAN A PERSON WHO W TH RESPECT TO ANOTHER
PERSON:

(A) I'S FORVALLY A PARTY I N A DOVESTI C PARTNERSHI P OR SI M LAR RELATI O\
SH P WTH THE OTHER PERSON, ENTERED | NTO PURSUANT TO THE LAWS OF THE
UNI TED STATES OR OF ANY STATE, LOCAL OR FOREI GN JURI SDI CTI ON, OR REG S-
TERED AS THE DOVESTI C PARTNER OF THE OTHER PERSON WTH ANY REGQ STRY
MAI NTAINED BY THE EMPLOYER OF EI THER PARTY OR ANY STATE, MUNI Cl PALI TY,
OR FOREI GN JURI SDI CTI ON; OR

(B) |'S DEPENDENT OR MUTUALLY | NTERDEPENDENT ON THE OTHER PERSON FOR
SUPPORT, AS EVI DENCED BY THE TOTALI TY OF THE Cl RCUMSTANCES | NDI CATI NG A
MUTUAL | NTENT TO BE DOVESTI C PARTNERS | NCLUDING, BUT NOTI LIMTED TO
COWON OWNERSHI P OR JO NT LEASI NG OF REAL OR PERSONAL PROPERTY; COVWON
HOUSEHOLDI NG, SHARED | NCOVE OR SHARED EXPENSES; CHI LDREN IN COVON,
SIGNS OF |NTENT TO MARRY OR BECOVE DOVESTI C PARTNERS; OR THE LENGTH OF
THE PERSONAL RELATI ONSH P OF THE PERSONS.

S 2. Paragraph 4 of subsection (c) of section 3216 of the insurance
| aw i s amended by addi ng a new subparagraph (D) to read as foll ows:

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
LBDO0041- 04-9
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(D) THE SUPERI NTENDENT SHALL, W THI N ONE HUNDRED EI GHTY DAYS OF THE
EFFECTI VE DATE OF TH S SUBPARAGRAPH, PROVI DE FOR QUALI FI CATI ON STANDARDS
FOR DOVESTI C PARTNER BENEFI TS BY REGULATI ON. SUCH REGULATI ONS:

(1) SHALL PROH BIT THE COVERAGE OF MORE THAN ONE DOVESTI C PARTNER AT
THE SAME TI ME UNDER A FAM LY CONTRACT, OR COVERAGE OF A DOMESTI C PARTNER
OF AN | NSURED OR CERTI FI CATE HOLDER WHO IS ALSO MARRI ED, OR COVERAGE AS
A DOVESTIC PARTNER OF ANYONE LESS THAN EI GHTEEN YEARS OF ACE OR ANY
PERSON WHO | S RELATED TO THE OTHER PERSON BY BLOOD |IN A NMANNER THAT
WOULD BAR MARRI AGE TO THE OTHER PERSON | N NEW YORK STATE;

(1'l) SHALL PROVI DE FOR THE COVERAGE OF A DEPENDENT CHI LD OF A DOVESTI C
PARTNER UNDER THE SAME TERMS AND CONDI TI ONS AS WOULD APPLY TO A DEPEND-
ENT CH LD OF THE | NSURED OR CERTI FI CATE HOLDER OR SPOUSE OF SUCH | NSURED
OR CERTI FI CATE HOLDER;

(I'11) SHALL | NCLUDE A PROVI SION WHI CH DEEMS AS QUALI FIED ANY PERSON
VWHO SUBM TS PROOF THAT HE OR SHE IS FORMALLY A PARTY TO A DOVESTI C PART-
NERSHI P, OR SIMLAR RELATIONSH P, ENTERED |INTO WTH THE | NSURED OR
CERTI FI CATE HOLDER PURSUANT TO THE LAWS OF THE UNI TED STATES OR OF ANY
STATE, LOCAL OR FOREI GN JURI SDI CTI ON;

(1V) SHALL, AS AN ALTERNATIVE TO CLAUSE (I11) OF TH S SUBPARAGRAPH,
PROVI DE FOR OTHER MEANS OF DEMONSTRATI NG A DOVESTI C PARTNER RELATI ONSHI P
| NCLUDI NG BUT NOT LIMTED TO, AN AFFI DAVIT ATTESTING TO THE RELATI OV
SHI P;

(V) SHALL PROVIDE FOR REASONABLE PROCEDURES FOR NOTI FI CATI ON OF THE
CORPORATI ON BY THE | NSURED OR CERTI FI CATE HOLDER OF THE END OF THE
DOVESTI C PARTNER RELATI ONSHI P;

(M) MY, FOR PERSONS WHO ARE NOT DEEMED AS QUALI FI ED PURSUANT TO
CLAUSE (I'1l1) OR (I1V) OF THI S SUBPARAGRAPH, | NCLUDE PROVI SIONS REQUI RI NG
PRI OR COHABI TATI ON OF THE | NSURED OR CERTI FI CATE HOLDER AND THE DOMVESTI C
PARTNER, PROVIDED THAT SUCH PERI OD OF REQUI RED COHABI TATI ON MAY NOT
EXCEED SI X MONTHS; AND

(M) MAY, FOR PERSONS WHO ARE NOT DEEMED AS QUALIFIED PURSUANT TO
CLAUSE (I1l1l1) OR (IV) OF TH S SUBPARAGRAPH, REQUI RE THE SUBM SSI ON OF
REASONABLE DOCUMENTATI ON OF RESI DENCE AND FI NANCI AL | NTERDEPENDENCE OF
THE KI ND COVMONLY AVAI LABLE TO MARRI ED PERSONS | NCLUDI NG BUT NOT LIM T-
ED TO | NCOVE TAX RETURNS, PASSPORTS, DRI VERS' LI CENSES, UTILITY BILLS,
LEASES, DEEDS, JO NT BANKING AND CREDIT CARD ACCOUNTS, RETI REMENT
ACCOUNTS AND | NSURANCE POLI Cl ES AND BENEFI T STATEMENTS.

S 3. Section 3221 of the insurance |aw is anmended by addi ng two new
subsections (r) and (s) to read as foll ows:

(R A GROUP POLICY PROVI DI NG HOSPI TAL, SURG CAL OR MEDI CAL EXPENSE
| NSURANCE OTHER THAN ACCI DENT ONLY TO A FAM LY MEMBER OF THE POLICY OR
CERTI FI CATE HOLDER MUST, | F REQUESTED BY THE PCOLI CYHOLDER, MAKE AVAI L-
ABLE AND, |F REQUESTED BY THE | NSURED OR CERTI FI CATE HOLDER, PROVI DE
COVERAGE FOR THE DOVESTI C PARTNER OF THE | NSURED OR CERTI FI CATE HOLDER
FOR THE PURPCSES OF THI S SECTI ON, "DOVESTI C PARTNER' SHALL MEAN A PERSON
VWHO W TH RESPECT TO ANOTHER PERSON:

(1) I'S FORVALLY A PARTY I N A DOVESTI C PARTNERSHI P OR SI M LAR RELATI O\
SHP WTH THE OTHER PERSON, ENTERED | NTO PURSUANT TO THE LAWS OF THE
UNI TED STATES OR OF ANY STATE, LOCAL OR FOREI GN JURI SDI CTION, OR REG S-
TERED AS THE DOVESTIC PARTNER OF THE OTHER PERSON W TH ANY REG STRY
MAI NTAI NED BY THE EMPLOYER OF El THER PARTY OR ANY STATE, MJNI Cl PALITY,
OR FOREI GN JURI SDI CTI ON; OR

(2) |'S DEPENDENT OR MJTUALLY | NTERDEPENDENT ON THE OTHER PERSON FOR
SUPPORT, AS EVI DENCED BY THE TOTALI TY OF THE Cl RCUMSTANCES | NDI CATI NG A
MUTUAL |INTENT TO BE DOVESTIC PARTNERS | NCLUDI NG BUT NOT LIM TED TO
COVWWON OMNERSHI P OR JO NT LEASI NG OF REAL OR PERSONAL PROPERTY; COVWON
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HOUSEHOLDI NG, SHARED | NCOVE OR SHARED EXPENSES; CHI LDREN | N COVMON;
SI GNS OF | NTENT TO MARRY OR BECOVE DOMVESTI C PARTNERS OR THE LENGTH OF
THE PERSONAL RELATI ONSHI P OF THE PERSONS.

(S) THE SUPERI NTENDENT SHALL, W THI N ONE HUNDRED EI GHTY DAYS OF THE
EFFECTI VE DATE OF THI S SUBSECTI ON, PROVI DE FOR QUALI FI CATI ON STANDARDS
FOR DOVESTI C PARTNER BENEFI TS BY REGULATI ON. SUCH REGULATI ONS:

(1) SHALL PROH BIT THE COVERAGE OF MORE THAN ONE DOVESTI C PARTNER AT
THE SAME TI ME UNDER A FAM LY CONTRACT, OR COVERAGE OF A DOMESTI C PARTNER
OF AN | NSURED OR CERTI FI CATE HOLDER WHO | S ALSO MARRI ED, OR COVERAGE AS
A DOVESTIC PARTNER OF ANYONE LESS THAN EI GHTEEN YEARS OF ACE OR ANY
PERSON WHO | S RELATED TO THE OTHER PERSON BY BLOOD |IN A NMANNER THAT
WOULD BAR MARRI AGE TO THE OTHER PERSON | N NEW YORK STATE;

(2) SHALL PROVI DE FOR THE COVERAGE OF A DEPENDENT CHI LD OF A DOVESTI C
PARTNER UNDER THE SAVE TERMS AND CONDI TI ONS AS WOULD APPLY TO A DEPEND-
ENT CH LD OF THE | NSURED OR CERTI FI CATE HOLDER OR SPOUSE OF SUCH | NSURED
OR CERTI FI CATE HOLDER;

(3) SHALL I NCLUDE A PROVI SI ON WHI CH DEEMS AS QUALI FI ED ANY PERSON WHO
SUBM TS PROCOF THAT HE OR SHE | S FORMALLY A PARTY TO A DOMVESTI C PARTNER-
SH P, OR SIMLAR RELATI ONSHI P, ENTERED | NTO W TH THE | NSURED OR CERTI F-
| CATE HOLDER PURSUANT TO THE LAWS OF THE UNI TED STATES, OR OF ANY STATE,
LOCAL OR FOREI GN JURI SDI CTI ON;

(4) SHALL, AS AN ALTERNATI VE TO PARAGRAPH THREE OF THI'S SUBSECTI ON,
PROVI DE FOR OTHER MEANS OF DEMONSTRATI NG A DOVESTI C PARTNER RELATI ONSHI P
I NCLUDING BUT NOT LIMTED TO AN AFFI DAVI T ATTESTI NG TO THE RELATI O\
SHI P;

(5) SHALL PROVI DE FOR REASONABLE PROCEDURES FOR NOTIFI CATION OF THE
| NSURER BY THE | NSURED OR CERTI FI CATE HOLDER OF THE END OF THE DOVESTI C
PARTNER RELATI ONSHI P;

(6) MAY, FOR PERSONS NOT DEEMED AS QUALIFIED PURSUANT TO PARAGRAPH
THREE OR FOUR OF THI'S SUBSECTI ON, | NCLUDE PROVI SI ONS REQUI RI NG PRI OR
COHABI TATI ON OF THE | NSURED OR CERTI FI CATE HOLDER AND THE DOVESTI C PART-
NER, PROVI DED THAT SUCH PERI OD OF REQUI RED COHABI TATI ON MAY NOT EXCEED
SI X MONTHS; AND

(7) MAY, FOR PERSONS NOT DEEMED AS QUALI FI ED PURSUANT TO PARAGRAPH
THREE OR FOUR OF THI' S SUBSECTI ON, REQUI RE THE SUBM SSI ON OF REASONABLE
DOCUMENTATI ON  OF RESIDENCE AND FI NANCI AL | NTERDEPENDENCE OF THE KI ND
COVMONLY AVAI LABLE TO MARRI ED PERSONS | NCLUDING BUT NOT LIMTED TO
| NCOVE TAX RETURNS, PASSPORTS, DRI VERS LICENSES, UTILITY BILLS, LEASES,
DEEDS, JO NT BANKI NG AND CREDI T CARD ACCOUNTS, RETI REMENT ACCOUNTS AND
| NSURANCE POLI Cl ES AND BENEFI T STATEMENTS.

S 4. Paragraph 1 of subsection (d) of section 4304 of the insurance
law, as anended by section 65-e of part A of chapter 58 of the | aws of
2007, is anended and two new paragraphs 4 and 5 are added to read as
fol | ows:

(1) No contract issued pursuant to this section shall entitle nore
t han one person to benefits except that a contract issued and marked as
a "famly contract”™ my provide that benefits will be furnished to a
husband and wi fe, or husband, w fe OR DOVESTI C PARTNER and their depend-
ent child or children, or any child or children not over nineteen years
of age, provided that an unmarried student at an accredited institution
of | earning may be considered a dependent until he OR SHE becones twen-
ty-three years of age, provided that the coverage of any such "famly
contract” may include, at the option of the insurer, any unmarried child
until attaining age twenty-five, and provided al so that the coverage of
any such "famly contract"” shall include any other unmarried child,
regardl ess of age, who is incapable of self-sustaining enploynent by
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reason of nental illness, developnental disability, nental retardation,
as defined in the nental hygiene law, or physical handicap and who
becanme so incapable prior to attainnent of the age at which dependent
coverage woul d otherwi se term nate, so that such child may be consi dered
a dependent. Notwi thstanding any rule, regulation or law to the contra-
ry, any "famly contract"” shall provide that coverage of newborn
infants, including newy born infants adopted by the insured or
subscriber if such insured or subscriber takes physical custody of the
i nfant upon such infant's release fromthe hospital and files a petition
pursuant to section one hundred fifteen-c of the domestic relations |aw
within thirty days of birth; and provided further that no notice of
revocation to the adoption has been filed pursuant to section one
hundred fifteen-b of the donmestic relations law and consent to the
adoption has not been revoked, shall be effective fromthe nonent of
birth for injury or sickness including the necessary care and treatnent
of medically diagnosed congenital defects and birth abnornalities
including premature birth, except that in cases of adoption, coverage of
the initial hospital stay shall not be required where a birth parent has
i nsurance coverage available for the infant's care. This provision
regarding coverage of newborn infants shall not apply to two person
coverage. In the case of individual or two person coverages the corpo-
ration nust also pernmt the person to whomthe policy is issued to el ect
such coverage of newborn infants fromthe nonent of birth. If notifica-
tion and/or paynent of an additional prem umor contribution is required
to make coverage effective for a newborn infant, the coverage nmay
provide that such notice and/or paynent be nmade within no | ess than
thirty days of the day of birth to make coverage effective from the
nmonment of birth. This election shall not be required in the case of
student insurance or where the group remtting agent's plan does not
provi de coverage for dependent children.

(4) A HOSPI TAL SERVI CE CORPORATI ON OR HEALTH SERVI CE CORPORATI ON WHI CH
PROVIDES A "FAMLY CONTRACT* TO AN IND VIDUAL OR A GROUP MUST, I|F
REQUESTED BY THE POLI CYHOLDER, MAKE AVAI LABLE AND, |F REQUESTED BY THE
| NSURED OR CERTI FI CATE HOLDER, PROVI DE COVERAGE FOR THE DOVESTI C PARTNER
OF THE | NSURED OR CERTI FI CATE HOLDER. FOR THE PURPOSES OF THI' S SECTI ON
"DOVESTI C PARTNER' SHALL MEAN A PERSON WHO W TH RESPECT TO ANOTHER
PERSON:

(A) IS FORVALLY A PARTY I N A DOVESTI C PARTNERSHI P OR SI M LAR RELATI O\
SHP WTH THE OTHER PERSON, ENTERED | NTO PURSUANT TO THE LAWS OF THE
UNI TED STATES OR OF ANY STATE, LOCAL OR FOREI GN JURI SDI CTION, OR REG S-
TERED AS THE DOVESTIC PARTNER OF THE OTHER PERSON W TH ANY REG STRY
MAI NTAI NED BY THE EMPLOYER OF ElI THER PARTY OR ANY STATE, MJNI Cl PALITY,
OR FOREI GN JURI SDI CTI ON; OR

(B) |'S DEPENDENT OR MJTUALLY | NTERDEPENDENT ON THE OTHER PERSON FOR
SUPPORT, AS EVI DENCED BY THE TOTALI TY OF THE Cl RCUMSTANCES | NDI CATI NG A
MUTUAL |INTENT TO BE DOVESTIC PARTNERS | NCLUDI NG BUT NOT LI M TED TGO
COVWWON OMNERSHI P OR JO NT LEASI NG OF REAL OR PERSONAL PROPERTY; COMVON
HOUSEHOLDI NG, SHARED | NCOVE OR SHARED EXPENSES; CHI LDREN I N COVMON;
SI GNS OF | NTENT TO MARRY OR BECOVE DOVESTI C PARTNERS; OR THE LENGTH OF
THE PERSONAL RELATI ONSH P OF THE PERSONS.

(5) THE SUPERI NTENDENT SHALL, W THI N ONE HUNDRED EI GHTY DAYS OF THE
EFFECTI VE DATE OF TH S PARAGRAPH, PROVIDE FOR QUALI FI CATI ON STANDARDS
FOR DOVESTI C PARTNER BENEFI TS BY REGULATI ON. SUCH REGULATI ON:

(A) SHALL PROH BIT THE COVERAGE OF MORE THAN ONE DOVESTI C PARTNER AT
THE SAME TI ME UNDER A FAM LY CONTRACT, OR COVERAGE OF A DOMESTI C PARTNER
OF AN | NSURED OR CERTI FI CATE HOLDER WHO IS ALSO MARRI ED, OR COVERAGE AS
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A DOVESTIC PARTNER OF ANYONE LESS THAN EI GHTEEN YEARS OF ACE OR ANY
PERSON WHO | S RELATED TO THE OTHER PERSON BY BLOOD |IN A NMANNER THAT
WOULD BAR MARRI AGE TO THE OTHER PERSON | N NEW YORK STATE;

(B) SHALL PROVI DE FOR THE COVERAGE OF A DEPENDENT CHI LD OF A DOVESTI C
PARTNER UNDER THE SAVE TERMS AND CONDI TI ONS AS WOULD APPLY TO A DEPEND-
ENT CH LD OF THE | NSURED OR CERTI FI CATE HOLDER OR SPOUSE OF SUCH | NSURED
OR CERTI FI CATE HOLDER;

(© SHALL I NCLUDE A PROVI SI ON WHI CH DEEMS AS QUALI FI ED ANY PERSON WHO
SUBM TS PROCOF THAT HE OR SHE | S FORMALLY A PARTY TO A DOMVESTI C PARTNER-
SH P, OR SIMLAR RELATI ONSHI P, ENTERED | NTO W TH THE | NSURED OR CERTI F-
| CATE HOLDER PURSUANT TO THE LAWS OF THE UNI TED STATES OR OF ANY STATE,
LOCAL OR FOREI GN JURI SDI CTI ON;

(D) SHALL, AS AN ALTERNATIVE TO SUBPARAGRAPH (C) OF TH S PARAGRAPH,
PROVI DE FOR OTHER MEANS OF DEMONSTRATI NG A DOVESTI C PARTNER RELATI ONSHI P
| NCLUDI NG BUT NOT LIMTED TO, AN AFFI DAVIT ATTESTING TO THE RELATI OV
SHI P;

(E) SHALL PROVIDE FOR REASONABLE PROCEDURES FOR NOTI FI CATI ON OF THE
CORPORATI ON BY THE | NSURED OR CERTI FI CATE HOLDER OF THE END OF THE
DOVESTI C PARTNER RELATI ONSHI P;

(F) MAY, FOR PERSONS NOT DEEMED AS QUALI FI ED PURSUANT TO SUBPARAGRAPH
(O OR (D) OF TH S PARAGRAPH, | NCLUDE PROVI SI ONS REQUI RI NG PRI OR CCOHABI -
TATI ON OF THE | NSURED OR CERTI FI CATE HOLDER AND THE DOVESTI C PARTNER,
PROVI DED THAT SUCH PERI OD OF REQUI RED COHABI TATI ON MAY NOT EXCEED SI X
MONTHS; AND

(G MAY, FOR PERSONS NOT DEEMED AS QUALI FI ED PURSUANT TO SUBPARAGRAPH
(O OR (D) OF TH S PARAGRAPH, REQUI RE THE SUBM SSI ON OF REASONABLE
DOCUMENTATI ON OF RESI DENCE AND FI NANCI AL | NTERDEPENDENCE OF THE KIND
COWONLY AVAI LABLE TO MARRIED PERSONS | NCLUDI NG, BUT NOT LIM TED TO
| NCOVE TAX RETURNS, PASSPORTS, DRI VERS LICENSES, UTILITY BILLS, LEASES,
DEEDS, JO NT BANKI NG AND CREDI T CARD ACCOUNTS, RETI REMENT ACCOUNTS AND
| NSURANCE POLI Cl ES AND BENEFI T STATEMENTS.

S 5. Paragraph 1 of subsection (c) of section 4305 of the insurance
| aw, as anended by chapter 312 of the |aws of 2002, is amended and two
new par agraphs 3 and 4 are added to read as foll ows:

(1) Any such contract nmay provide that benefits will be furnished to a
menber of a covered group, for [hinself, his spouse, his] SUCH MEMBER
AND THE SPOUSE, DOVMESTI C PARTNER, child or children OF SUCH MEMBER, or
ot her persons chiefly dependent upon him OR HER for support and mainte-
nance; provided that a contract under which coverage of a dependent of a
menber term nates at a specified age shall, with respect to an unmarri ed
child who is incapable of self-sustaining enploynment by reason of nental
il ness, devel opnental disability, nmental retardation, as defined in the
nmental hygi ene | aw, or physical handicap and who becane so incapable
prior to attainnent of the age at which dependent coverage woul d ot her-
wi se termnate and who is chiefly dependent upon such nenber for support
and mai ntenance, not so termnate while the contract remains in force
and the dependent remains in such condition, if the nmenber has within
thirty-one days of such dependent's attainnment of the ternm nation age
submtted proof of such dependent's incapacity as described herein.
Notwi t hstanding any rule, regulation or law to the contrary, any
contract under which a nmenber elects coverage for [hinself, his spouse,
hi s] SUCH MEMBER AND THE SPOUSE, DOVESTI C PARTNER, children or other
persons chiefly dependent upon him OR HER for support and mai ntenance
shal |l provide that coverage of newborn infants, including newly born
infants adopted by the insured or subscriber if such insured or
subscri ber takes physical custody of the infant wupon such infant's



Co~NOoOUIT~hWNE

S. 960--A 6

release from the hospital and files a petition pursuant to section one
hundred fifteen-c of the donestic relations lawwthin thirty days of
birth; and provided further that no notice of revocation to the adoption
has been filed pursuant to section one hundred fifteen-b of the donestic
relations |aw and consent to the adoption has not been revoked, shall be
effective fromthe nonment of birth for injury or sickness including the
necessary care and treatnment of nedically diagnosed congenital defects
and birth abnornmalities including prenmature birth, except that in cases
of adoption, coverage of the initial hospital stay shall not be required
where a birth parent has insurance coverage available for the infant's
care. This provision regarding coverage of newborn infants shall not
apply to two person coverage. In the case of individual or two person
coverages the <corporation nust also permt the person to whomthe
certificate is issued to el ect such coverage of newborn infants fromthe
nmonent of birth. If notification and/ or paynment of an additional prem um
or contribution is required to make coverage effective for a newborn
infant, the coverage may provide that such notice and/or paynent be nade
within no less than thirty days of the day of birth to nake coverage
effective fromthe nmonent of birth. This election shall not be required
in the case of student insurance or where the group's plan does not
provi de coverage for dependent children.

(3) A HOSPI TAL SERVI CE CORPORATI ON OR HEALTH SERVI CE CORPORATI ON WHI CH
PROVIDES A "FAMLY CONTRACT* TO AN |[IND VIDUAL OR A GROUP MJST, I|F
REQUESTED BY THE POLI CYHOLDER, MAKE AVAI LABLE AND, |F REQUESTED BY THE
| NSURED OR CERTI FI CATE HOLDER, PROVI DE COVERAGE FOR THE DOVESTI C PARTNER
OF THE | NSURED OR CERTI FI CATE HOLDER. FOR THE PURPOSES OF THI S SECTI ON,
"DOVESTI C PARTNER' SHALL MEAN A PERSON WHO W TH RESPECT TO ANOTHER
PERSON:

(A) IS FORVALLY A PARTY I N A DOVESTI C PARTNERSHI P OR SI M LAR RELATI ON-
SHP WTH THE OTHER PERSON, ENTERED | NTO PURSUANT TO THE LAWS OF THE
UNI TED STATES OR OF ANY STATE, LOCAL OR FOREI GN JURI SDI CTION, OR REQ S-
TERED AS THE DOVESTIC PARTNER OF THE OTHER PERSON W TH ANY REG STRY
MAI NTAI NED BY THE EMPLOYER OF ElI THER PARTY OR ANY STATE, MJNI Cl PALITY,
OR FOREI GN JURI SDI CTI ON; OR

(B) |'S DEPENDENT OR MJTUALLY | NTERDEPENDENT ON THE OTHER PERSON FOR
SUPPORT, AS EVI DENCED BY THE TOTALITY OF THE Cl RCUMSTANCES | NDI CATI NG A
MUTUAL | NTENT TO BE DOVESTIC PARTNERS | NCLUDI NG BUT NOT LIMTED TO
COVWWON OMNERSHI P OR JO NT LEASI NG OF REAL OR PERSONAL PROPERTY; COVWON
HOUSEHOLDI NG, SHARED | NCOVE OR SHARED EXPENSES; CHI LDREN I N COVMON;
SI GNS OF | NTENT TO MARRY OR BECOVE DOVESTI C PARTNERS; OR THE LENGTH OF
THE PERSONAL RELATI ONSH P OF THE PERSONS.

(4) THE SUPERI NTENDENT SHALL, W THI N ONE HUNDRED EI GHTY DAYS OF THE
EFFECTI VE DATE OF TH S PARAGRAPH, PROVIDE FOR QUALI FI CATI ON STANDARDS
FOR DOVESTI C PARTNER BENEFI TS BY REGULATI ON. SUCH REGULATI ONS:

(A) SHALL PROH BIT THE COVERAGE OF MORE THAN ONE DOVESTI C PARTNER AT
THE SAME TI ME UNDER A FAM LY CONTRACT, OR COVERAGE OF A DOMESTI C PARTNER
OF AN | NSURED OR CERTI FI CATE HOLDER WHO IS ALSO MARRI ED, OR COVERAGE AS
A DOVESTIC PARTNER OF ANYONE LESS THAN EI GHTEEN YEARS OF ACE OR ANY
PERSON WHO | S RELATED TO THE OTHER PERSON BY BLOOD |IN A NMANNER THAT
WOULD BAR MARRI AGE TO THE OTHER PERSON | N NEW YORK STATE;

(B) SHALL PROVI DE FOR THE COVERAGE OF A DEPENDENT CHI LD OF A DOVESTI C
PARTNER UNDER THE SAVE TERMS AND CONDI TI ONS AS WOULD APPLY TO A DEPEND-
ENT CH LD OF THE | NSURED OR CERTI FI CATE HOLDER OR SPOUSE OF SUCH | NSURED
OR CERTI FI CATE HOLDER;

(© SHALL I NCLUDE A PROVI SI ON WHI CH DEEMS AS QUALI FI ED ANY PERSON WHO
SUBM TS PROOF THAT HE OR SHE | S FORMALLY A PARTY TO A DOMVESTI C PARTNER-
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SH P, OR SIMLAR RELATI ONSHI P, ENTERED | NTO W TH THE | NSURED OR CERTI F-
| CATE HOLDER PURSUANT TO THE LAWS OF THE UNI TED STATES, OR OF ANY STATE,
LOCAL OR FOREI GN JURI SDI CTI ON;

(D) SHALL, AS AN ALTERNATIVE TO SUBPARAGRAPH (C) OF THI S PARAGRAPH,
PROVI DE FOR OTHER MEANS OF DEMONSTRATI NG A DOVESTI C PARTNER RELATI ONSHI P
| NCLUDI NG BUT NOT LIMTED TO, AN AFFIDAVIT ATTESTING TO THE RELATI OMN
SHI P;

(E) SHALL PROVIDE FOR REASONABLE PROCEDURES FOR NOTI FI CATI ON OF THE
CORPORATI ON BY THE | NSURED OR CERTI FI CATE HOLDER OF THE END OF THE
DOVESTI C PARTNER RELATI ONSHI P;

(F) MAY, FOR PERSONS NOT DEEMED AS QUALI FI ED PURSUANT TO SUBPARAGRAPH
(O OR (D) OF TH S PARAGRAPH, | NCLUDE PROVI SI ONS REQUI RI NG PRI OR CCOHABI -
TATI ON OF THE | NSURED OR CERTI FI CATE HOLDER AND THE DOVESTI C PARTNER,
PROVI DED THAT SUCH PERI OD OF REQUI RED COHABI TATI ON MAY NOT EXCEED SI X
MONTHS; AND

(G MAY, FOR PERSONS NOT DEEMED AS QUALI FI ED PURSUANT TO SUBPARAGRAPH
(O OR (D) OF TH S PARAGRAPH, REQUI RE THE SUBM SSI ON OF REASONABLE
DOCUMENTATI ON OF RESI DENCE AND FI NANCI AL | NTERDEPENDENCE OF THE KIND
COWONLY AVAI LABLE TO MARRIED PERSONS | NCLUDI NG, BUT NOT LIM TED TO
| NCOVE TAX RETURNS, PASSPORTS, DRI VERS LICENSES, UTILITY BILLS, LEASES,
DEEDS, JO NT BANKI NG AND CREDI T CARD ACCOUNTS, RETI REMENT ACCOUNTS AND
| NSURANCE POLI Cl ES AND BENEFI T STATEMENTS.

S 6. This act shall take effect imediately.



