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STATE OF NEW YORK

7962--A
I N SENATE
May 27, 2010

Introduced by Sen. STEWART-COUSINS -- read twi ce and ordered printed,
and when printed to be conmtted to the Conmttee on Local Governnent
-- commttee discharged, bill anended, ordered reprinted as anmended
and recommtted to said commttee

AN ACT to anend the general nunicipal law, in relation to requiring any
utility conmpany involved in a vegetation managenent plan to give prior
notice to the local |egislative body and the residents of the affected
community and to hold a public nmeeting prior to inplenentation of such
pl an

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Section 96-b of the general nmunicipal law is anended by
addi ng a new subdivision 3 to read as fol |l ows:

3. A ANY UTILITY COWANY | NVOLVED I N A VEGETATI ON MANAGEMENT PLAN
THAT SPECI FI CALLY | NCLUDES THE CUTTING OF TREES |IN ANY COUNTY, CTY,
TOM OR VI LLAGE SHALL G VE SI XTY DAYS NOTI CE PRI OR TO THE | MPLEMENTATI ON
OF SUCH ACTIVITY TO THE RESI DENTS OF THE COVWUNI TY AFFECTED THEREBY. NO
SUCH ACTIVITY SHALL BE COMMENCED UNTIL AFTER SUCH UTILITY COWANY HAS
HELD A PUBLI C MEETI NG | N RELATI ON THERETO AT LEAST THI RTY DAYS PRI OR, AT
VH CH THE LOCAL LEG SLATIVE BODY AND THE RESI DENTS OF SUCH AFFECTED
COVWUNI TY SHALL BE PROVI DED W TH THE DETAILS OF SUCH TRI MM NG,  CUTTI NG
AND/ OR VEGETATI ON MANAGEMENT PLAN AND W TH AN OPPORTUNI TY TO BE HEARD ON
SUCH MATTERS.

B. IN THE EVENT OF AN EMERGENCY S| TUATI ON DEEMED TO BE A THREAT TO
PUBLI C SAFETY AND WELFARE, SUCH UTI LI TY COVPANY SHALL NOT BE REQUI RED TO
G VE NOTICE OR TO HOLD A PUBLI C MEETI NG PRIOR TO THE | MPLEMENTATI ON OF
SUCH A VEGETATI ON MANAGEMENT PLAN.

C. ANY UTILITY COWANY THAT VI OLATES THE PROVI SIONS OF THI S SECTI ON
SHALL BE LI ABLE TO A CIVIL PENALTY WHI CH SHALL RESULT IN A FINE OF UP TO
FI VE THOUSAND DOLLARS FOR A FI RST TI ME VI OLATI ON AND UP TO TEN THOUSAND
DOLLARS FOR TWO OR MORE VI OLATI ONS | NCURRED W THI N A FI VE YEAR PERI OD.
SUCH MONEYS COLLECTED PURSUANT TO THI S PARAGRAPH SHALL BE DEPCSI TED | NTO
AN ACCOUNT MAI NTAI NED BY THE LOCAL LEG SLATIVE BODY OF THE AFFECTED
LOCALI TY. SUCH LOCAL LEQ SLATI VE BODY SHALL ESTABLI SH SUCH ACCOUNT, TO

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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BE KNOWN AS THE TREE CONSERVATI ON FUND, FOR THE RECEIPT OF ALL SUCH
MONEYS, AND SAI D MONEYS SHALL BE UTI LI ZED BY SUCH LOCAL LEG SLATI VE BODY
EXCLUSI VELY TO DEVELOP, | MPLEMENT AND/ OR MAI NTAIN TREE CONSERVATI ON
PRQJIECTS W THI N THE AFFECTED LOCALI TY.

S 2. This act shall take effect imediately.



