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Introduced by Sens. SCHNElI DERMAN, SQUADRON -- read twi ce and ordered
printed, and when printed to be commtted to the Commttee on Codes --
reported favorably fromsaid conmttee, ordered to first and second
report, ordered to a third reading, amended and ordered reprinted,
retaining its place in the order of third reading

AN ACT to anend the penal law, in relation to tanpering with and intim
idating a victimor wtness

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Section 215.10 of the penal law, the section heading and
the closing paragraph as anmended by chapter 664 of the laws of 1982, is
amended to read as foll ows:

S 215.10 Tanpering with a VICTIM OR witness in the fourth degree.

A person is guilty of tanpering with a VICTIM OR witness |IN THE FOURTH
DEGREE when, knowi ng that [a] ANOTHER person is or is about to be called
as a witness OR OTHERW SE G VE TESTI MONY in an action or proceeding, OR
'S | NTENDI NG OR ABOUT TO REQUEST FROM A COURT, PROSECUTOR, POLI CE OFFI -
CER OR PEACE OFFI CER THE | SSUANCE, ENFORCEMENT, EXTENSION OR EXPANSI ON
OF AN ORDER OF PROTECTION, (a) he OR SHE wrongfully induces or attenpts
to i nduce such OTHER person, EITHER DI RECTLY OR THROUGH AN | NTERVEDI ARY
TO REFRAI N FROM PROCEEDI NG W TH SUCH REQUEST OR to absent hinself OR
HERSELF from or otherwi se to avoid or seek to avoid appearing or testi-
fying at, such action or proceeding, or (b) he OR SHE know ngly nakes
any false statenment or practices any fraud or deceit wth intent to
affect the testinony of such OTHER person.

Tanpering with a VICTIMOR witness in the fourth degree is a class A
m sdeneanor.

S 2. Section 215.11 of the penal |aw, as added by chapter 664 of the
| aws of 1982, is anended to read as foll ows:

S 215.11 Tanpering with a VICTIM OR witness in the third degree.

A person is guilty of tanpering with a VICTIMOR witness in the third
degree when, knowi ng that [a] ANOTHER person is OR 1S about to be called
as a wtness OR OTHERWSE G VE TESTIMONY in a crimnal, FAMLY COURT OR
SUPREME COURT MATRI MONI AL proceeding, OR IS |INTENDING OR ABOQUT TO

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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REQUEST FROM A COURT, PROSECUTOR, POLI CE OFFI CER OR PEACE OFFICER THE
| SSUANCE, ENFORCEMENT, EXTENSI ON OR EXPANSI ON OF AN ORDER OF PROTECTI ON:

1. He OR SHE wongfully conpels or attenpts to conpel such OTHER
person, ElITHER DI RECTLY OR THROUGH AN | NTERVEDI ARY, to REFRAIN FROM
PROCEEDI NG W TH SUCH REQUEST OR TO absent hinmself OR HERSELF from or
otherwi se to avoid or seek to avoid appearing or testifying at such
proceeding by neans of instilling in himOR HER a fear that the actor
wi || cause physical injury to such OTHER person or [another] A THRD
person; or

2. He OR SHE wongfully conpels or attenpts to conpel such OTHER
person, EI THER DI RECTLY OR THROUGH AN | NTERMEDI ARY, to swear falsely by
nmeans of instilling in himOR HER a fear that the actor will cause phys-
ical injury to such OTHER person or [another] A THI RD person.

Tanpering with a VICTIMORwtness in the third degree is a class E
f el ony.

S 3. Section 215.12 of the penal |aw, as added by chapter 664 of the
| aws of 1982, is anended to read as foll ows:

S 215.12 Tanpering with a VICTIM OR witness in the second degree.

A person is guilty of tanpering with a VICTIMOR witness in the second
degree when he OR SHE

1. Intentionally causes physical injury to a person for the purpose of
obstructing, delaying, preventing or inpeding the giving of testinony in
a crimnal, FAMLY COURT OR SUPREME COURT MATRI MONI AL proceedi ng by such
person or another person or for the purpose of conpelling such person or
anot her person to swear falsely OR FOR THE PURPOSE OF OBSTRUCTI NG
DELAYI NG, PREVENTI NG OR | MPEDI NG SUCH PERSON OR ANOTHER PERSON FROM
REQUESTI NG FROM A COURT, PROSECUTOR, PCOLI CE OFFI CER OR PEACE OFFI CER THE
| SSUANCE, ENFORCEMENT, EXTENSI ON OR EXPANSI ON OF AN ORDER OF PROTECTI ON;
or

2. [He intentionally] I NTENTI ONALLY causes physical injury to a person
on account of such person or another person having testified in a crim-
nal, FAM LY COURT OR SUPREME COURT MATRI MONI AL proceedi ng.

Tanpering with a VICTIMOR witness in the second degree is a class D
f el ony.

S 4. Section 215.13 of the penal |aw, as added by chapter 664 of the
| aws of 1982, is anended to read as foll ows:

S 215.13 Tanpering with a VICTIM OR witness in the first degree.

A person is guilty of tanmpering with a VICTIMOR witness in the first
degr ee when:

1. He OR SHE intentionally causes serious physical injury to a person
for the purpose of obstructing, delaying, preventing or inpeding the
giving of testinmony in a crimnal, FAMLY COURT OR SUPREME COURT MATRI -
MONI AL proceedi ng by such person or another person or for the purpose of
conmpel ling such person or another person to swear falsely OR FOR THE
PURPCSE OF OBSTRUCTI NG, DELAYI NG PREVENTI NG OR | MPEDI NG SUCH PERSON OR
ANOTHER PERSON FROM REQUESTI NG FROM A COURT, PROSECUTOR, POLI CE OFFI CER
OR PEACE OFFI CER THE | SSUANCE, ENFORCEMENT, EXTENSI ON OR EXPANSI ON OF AN
ORDER OF PROTECTI ON; or

2. He OR SHE intentionally causes serious physical injury to a person
on account of such person or another person having testified in a crim-
nal, FAM LY COURT OR SUPREME COURT MATRI MONI AL proceedi ng.

Tanpering with a VICTIMORw tness in the first degree is a class B
f el ony.

S 5. The penal law is anended by adding a new section 215.14-a to read
as foll ows:

S 215.14-A INTIM DATING A VICTIM OR WTNESS I N THE FOURTH DEGREE
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A PERSON | S GUILTY OF I NTIMDATING A VICTIM OR WTNESS IN THE FOURTH
DEGREE WHEN, KNOW NG THAT ANOTHER PERSON POSSESSES | NFORVATI ON RELATI NG
TO A CRI M NAL TRANSACTI ON AND OTHER THAN I N THE COURSE OF THAT CRI M NAL
TRANSACTION OR | MMEDI ATE FLI GHT THEREFROM OR | NFORMATI ON RELATI NG TO
ANY VIOLATION OF OR FAILURE TO COWLY WTH THE TERMS OF AN ORDER OF
PROTECTI ON, HE OR SHE WRONGFULLY I NDUCES OR ATTEMPTS TO |NDUCE SUCH
OTHER PERSON:

1. TO REFRAIN FROM COVMUNI CATI NG SUCH | NFORMVATI ON TO ANY COURT, GRAND
JURY, PROSECUTOR, POLI CE OFFI CER OR PEACE OFFI CER, OR

2. TO PROVI DE FALSE | NFORVMATI ON RELATI NG TO SUCH CRI M NAL TRANSACTI ON
OR VIOATION OF OR FAILURE TO COWPLY WTH THE TERMS OF AN ORDER OF
PROTECTI ON TO ANY COURT, GRAND JURY, PROSECUTOR, POLI CE OFFI CER OR PEACE
OFFI CER

| NTI M DATING A VICTIM OR WTNESS IN THE FOURTH DEGREE IS A CLASS A
M SDEMEANOR.

S 6. Section 215.15 of the penal |aw, as added by chapter 667 of the
| aws of 1985, is anended to read as foll ows:

S 215.15 Intimdating a victimor witness in the third degree.

A person is guilty of intimdating a victimor witness in the third
degree when[,]:

1. knowing that another person possesses information relating to a
crimnal transaction and other than in the course of that crimnal tran-
saction or inmediate flight therefrom he OR SHE:

[1.] (A) Wongfully conpels or attenpts to conpel such other person to
refrain fromcomuni cating such information to any court, grand jury,
prosecutor, police officer or peace officer by nmeans of instilling in
him OR HER a fear that the actor will cause physical injury to such
ot her person or another person; or

[2.] (B) Intentionally damages the property of such other person or
anot her person for the purpose of conpelling such other person or anoth-
er person to refrain fromcomrunicating, or on account of such other
person or another person having comuni cated, information relating to
that crimnal transaction to any court, grand jury, prosecutor, police
of ficer or peace officer; OR

2. HE OR SHE COWM TS THE CRI ME OF | NTI M DATING A VICTIM OR WTNESS | N
THE FOURTH DEGREE, AS DEFI NED I N SECTION 215.14-A OF THI'S ARTICLE AND
SUCH CONDUCT TAKES PLACE | N CONNECTI ON W TH A CRI M NAL | NVESTI GATI ON OR
PROSECUTI ON OF A FELONY OFFENSE; OR

3. HE OR SHE COWM TS THE CRIME OF I NTIM DATING A VICTIM OR WTNESS IN
THE FOURTH DEGREE, AS DEFINED IN SECTION 215.14-A OF TH' S ARTI CLE AND
HAS BEEN PREVI QUSLY CONVI CTED OF BRI BI NG A W TNESS AS DEFI NED | N SECTI ON
215.00, BRIBE RECEIVING BY A°. WTNESS AS DEFINED IN SECTION 215. 05,
TAMPERING WTH A WTNESS |IN THE FOURTH DEGREE AS DEFI NED | N SECTI ON
215.10, TAMPERING WTH A WTNESS IN THE TH RD DEGREE AS DEFINED IN
SECTI ON 215. 11, TAMPERING WTH A W TNESS I N THE SECOND DEGREE AS DEFI NED
IN SECTION 215.12, TAMPERING WTH A WTNESS IN THE FI RST DEGREE AS
DEFI NED | N SECTI ON 215.13, INTIMDATING A VICTIM OR WTNESS IN THE
FOURTH DEGREE AS DEFINED I N SECTI ON 215. 14- A, | NTI M DATING A VICTIM OR
W TNESS I N THE THI RD DEGREE AS DEFINED IN THI S SECTI ON, | NTI M DATING A
VICTIM OR WTNESS IN THE SECOND DEGREE AS DEFI NED | N SECTI ON 215. 16,
| NTIM DATING A VICTIM OR WTNESS IN THE FIRST DEGREE AS DEFINED IN
SECTI ON 215.17, BRIBING A JUROR AS DEFINED I N SECTION 215.19, BRI BE
RECEI VI NG BY A JUROR AS DEFINED IN SECTION 215.20, PROVIDING A JUROR
WTH A GRATU TY AS DEFI NED | N SECTI ON 215. 22, TAMPERING WTH A JUROR I N
THE SECOND DEGREE AS DEFI NED | N SECTI ON 215. 23, TAMPERING WTH A JURCR
IN THE FIRST DEGREE AS DEFI NED I N SECTI ON 215. 25, TAMPERI NG W TH PHYS-
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| CAL EVI DENCE AS DEFI NED I N SECTI ON 215.40 OR COVPOUNDING A CRIME AS
DEFI NED | N SECTI ON 215.45 OF THI S ARTI CLE

Intimdating a victim or wtness in the third degree is a class E
f el ony.

S 7. This act shall take effect on the one hundred eightieth day after
it shall have becone a | aw



