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STATE OF NEW YORK
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2009- 2010 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N SENATE
April 27, 2009

Introduced by Sen. DUANE -- read twi ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Conmttee on H gher Educati on

AN ACT to anend the education law, in relation to the definition of the
practice of mdw fery

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Subdivisions 1 and 2 of section 6951 of the education |aw,
subdi vision 1 as anmended by chapter 328 of the laws of 1992 and subdi vi -
sion 2 as added by chapter 327 of the laws of 1992, are anended to read
as foll ows:

1. The practice of the profession of mdwifery is defined as the
managenment of normal pregnancies, child birth and postpartum care as
well as primary preventive reproductive health care of essentially heal -
thy wonen [as specified in the witten practice agreenent], and shal
include newborn evaluation, resuscitation and referral for infants.
[Mdw fery shall be practiced in accordance with a witten agreenent
between the mdwife and (i) a |icensed physician who is board certified
as an obstetrician-gynecol ogi st by a national certifying body or (ii) a
| i censed physician who practices obstetrics and has obstetric privileges
at a general hospital (licensed under article twenty-eight of the public
health law) or (iii) a hospital (licensed under article twenty-eight of
the public health law) that provides obstetrics through a 1licensed
physi ci an having obstetrical privileges at such institution. The wit-
ten agreenent shall provide for physician consultation, collaboration,
referral and energency nedical obstetrical coverage, and shall include
witten guidelines and protocols. The witten agreenent shall provide
guidelines for the identification of pregnancies that are not consi dered
normal and address the procedures to be followed. The witten agreenent
shall al so provide a nechani smfor dispute resolution and shall provide
that the judgnent of the appropriate physician shall prevail as to
whet her the pregnancy, childbirth or postpartum care is normal and

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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whether the woman is essentially healthy in the event the practice
protocol s do not provide otherw se. |

2. A licensed mdw fe shall have the authority, as necessary, and
limted to the practice of mdw fery, [and subject to limtations in the
witten agreenment,] to prescribe and admnister drugs, inmunizing

agents, diagnostic tests and devices, and to order |aboratory tests, as
established by the board in accordance wth the conm ssioner's regu-
lations. A mdwife shall obtain a certificate fromthe departnment upon
successfully conpleting a programincluding a pharnmacol ogy conponent, or
its equivalent, as established by the conm ssioner's regulations prior
to prescribing under this section.
S 2. This act shall take effect on the ninetieth day after it shal

have becone a | aw



