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STATE OF NEW YORK

3926
2009- 2010 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N SENATE
April 6, 2009

I ntroduced by Sens. STAVI SKY, DI LAN, DUANE, MONSERRATE, ONORATO, THOWP-
SON -- read twice and ordered printed, and when printed to be commt-
ted to the Committee on Agriculture

AN ACT to anend the agriculture and markets law, in relation to increas-
ing certain penalties for violating the prohibition of animl fighting

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Section 351 of the agriculture and narkets |law, as added
by chapter 150 of the laws of 1984, subdivision 2 as anended by chapter
190 of the laws of 2004, subdivision 5 as added by chapter 308 of the
| aws of 2008, is anended to read as foll ows:

S 351. Prohibition of animal fighting. 1. For purposes of this
section, the term"animal fighting" shall mean any fight between cocks
or other birds, or between dogs, bulls, bears or any other aninmals, or
bet ween any such ani nal and a person or persons, except in exhibitions
of a kind commonly featured at rodeos.

2. Any person who engages in any of the follow ng conduct is guilty of
a felony punishable by inprisonment for a period not to exceed four
years, or by a fine not to exceed twenty-five thousand dollars, or by
bot h such fine and inprisonnent:

(a) For anusenent or gain, causes any animal to engage in aninmal
fighting; or

(b) Trains any ani mal under circunstances evincing an intent that such
ani mal engage in animal fighting for anmusenent or gain; or

(c) Breeds, sells or offers for sale any animal under circunstances
evi ncing an intent that such animal engage in aninmal fighting; or

(d) Permts any act described in paragraph (a), (b) or (c) of this
subdi vi sion to occur on premn ses under his control; or

(e) Owns, possesses or keeps any animal trained to engage in aninal
fighting on prenises where an exhibition of animal fighting is being

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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conduct ed under circunstances evincing an intent that such ani nal engage
inanimal fighting[.]; OR

[3. (a) Any person who engages in conduct specified in paragraph (b)
of this subdivision is guilty of a misdeneanor and is punishable by
i mprisonment for a period not to exceed one year, or by a fine not to
exceed fifteen thousand dollars, or by both such fine and inprisonnent.

(b)] (F) The owni ng, possessing or keeping of any ani mal under circum
stances evincing an intent that such animal engage in ani nmal
fighting[.]; OR

[4. (a) Any person who engages in conduct specified in paragraph (b)
hereof is guilty of a m sdeneanor and is punishable by inprisonnment for
a period not to exceed one year, or by a fine not to exceed one thousand
dol l ars, or by both such fine and inprisonnent.

(b)] (C3 The knowi ng presence as a spectator [having paid an adm ssion
fee or having made a wager] at any place where an exhibition of animal
fighting is being conducted.

[5. (a) Any person who engages in the conduct specified in paragraph
(b) of this subdivisionis guilty of a violation punishable by a fine
not to exceed five hundred dollars. Any person who engages in the
conduct specified in paragraph (b) of this subdivision after having been
convicted within the previous five years of a violation of this subdivi-
sion or subdivision four of this section is guilty of a m sdeneanor and
i s puni shable by inprisonment for a period not to exceed one year, or by
a fine not to exceeded one thousand dollars, or by both by such fine and
i mpri sonment .

(b) The knowi ng presence as a spectator at any place where an exhi bi-
tion of animal fighting is being conducted.]

S 2. This act shall take effect immediately.



